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BOOK IV. 
HA 
Containing very myſterious Matter. 


iss ben od not in the inf Coll hor af 


Mr. Bocth in Expreſſions of Tenderneſg. Her 
Eyes, the moſt eloquent Orators on ſuch Occaſions, 


exerted their utmoſt Force; and at the Concluſon 


of his Speech, /e caſt a Lock as languiſbingly ſweet, 


as ever Cleopatra gave to Anthony. In real fact, this 
Mr. Booth had been her firit Love, and had made 
thoſe Impreſſions on her young Heart, which the 
Learned in this Branch of” Philoſophy affirm, and 
perhaps truly, arc never to be eradicated. 


When Booth had. finiſhed his Story, a Silence en- 
ſued of ſome Minutes; au Interval which the Pain- 


ter would deicrive much better than the Writer. 
Some Readers may however be able to make pretty 


pertinent Conjectures, by what I have ſaid above, 


eſpecially when they are told that Miſs Mathews 
broke the Silence by a Sigh, and cried, * why is 
Mr. Booth unwilling to allow me the Happineſs of 
thinking my Misfortunes have been of ſome little 


— 


Advantage to him ? Sure the happy Auelia would 
nn H. | B not 


| 
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| MH EL TIT A Book IV. 
not be ſo ſelfiſh to envy me, that Pleaſure. No; 
not if ſhe was as much the fondeſt as ſhe is the 
happieſt of Women. Good Heavens! Madam, 
ſaid he, © do you call my poor Amelia the happieſt 
of Women ? Indeed I do,“ anſwered ſhe briſkly, 


O Mr. Booth, there is a Speck of White in her 
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Fortune, which when it falls to the Lot of a ſenſi. 


ble Woman, makes her full Amends for all the 
Croſſes which can attend her - Perhaps ſhe may be 
ſenſible of it; but if it had been my bleſt Fate — 
O Mr. Booth, could I have thought when we were 
firſt acquainted, that the moſt agreeable Man in the 
World had been capable of making the kind, the 
tender, the affectionate Huſband — the unhappy 
Amelia in thoſe Days was unknown ; Heaven had 
not then given her a Proſpect of the Happineſs it 


intended her but yet it did intend it her: For ſure 


there is a Fatality in che Affairs of Love; and the 
more I reflect on my own Life, the more I am 
convinced of it. O Heavens! how a thouſand 
little Circumſtances crowd into my Mind. When 
you firſt marched into our Town, you had then the 
Colours in your Hand; as you paſſed under the 
Window where I flood, my Glove by accident dropt 
into the Street; you ſtopt, took up my Glove, and 
putting it upon the Spike belonging to your Co- 
lours, lifted it up to the Window., Upon this, a 
young Lady, who ſtood by, ſaid, So, Miſs, the 


young Officer hath accepted your Challenge. [ 


bluſh'd then, and I bluſh now, when I confeſs to 
you I thought you the prettieſt young Fellow I had 


ever ſeen ; and, upon my Soul, I believe you were 


then the prettieſt Fellow inthe World' — Booth here 
made a low Bow, and cried — O dear Madam, 
how ignorant was I of my own Happineſs !' Would 
you really have thought {o ? * anſwered ſhe, © how- 
ever, there is ſome Politeneſs, if there be no Sin- 
cerity in what you ſay. Here the Governor of the 


enchanted Caſtle interrupted, and entering the Room 
without any Ceremony, acquainted the Lady and 
Gentleman, that it was locking- up time; and addreſ- 


ling Booth, by the Name of Captain, aſked him if he 


would 


%%% ⁵ 

would not pleaſe to have a Bed; adding, that he 
might have one in the next Room to the Lady, but 
that it would come dear; for that he never let a Bed 
in that Room under a Guinea, nor could he afford it 
cheaper to his Father. 

No Anſwer was made to this Propoſal ; but Mifs 
Mathews, who had already learnt ſome of the Ways 
of the Houſe, ſaid, ſhe believed Mr. Booth would 
lice to drink a Glaſs of ſomething ; upon which, 
the Governor immmediately trumpeted forth the 
Praiſes of his Rack-Punch, and without waiting for 
any farther Commands, preſently produced a large 
Bowl of that Liquor. | : | 

The Governor having recommended the Goodneſs 
of his Punch by a hearty Draught, began to revive the 
other Matter, ſaying that he was juit going to Bed, 
and muſt firſt lock up.— But ſuppoſe, ſaid Miſs 
Mathews, with a Smile, the Captain and I ſhould 
have a Mind to fit up all Night — With all m 
Heart, ſaid the Governor; but I expect a Col 


* deration for thoſe Matters. For my Part, I don't 


© enquire into what doth not concern me; but ſingle 
and double are two Things. If I lock up double, 
I expect half a Guinea; and I'm ſure the Captain 


cannot think that's out of the way—lt is but the 


Price of a Bagnio.” | 7 
Miſs Mathews's Face became of the Colour of 
Scarlet at thoſe Words — However, . ſhe muſtered up 
her Spirits, and turning to Booth, ſaid, © what ſay 
* you, Captain ? for my own Part, I had never leſs 
* Inclination to Sleep; which hath the greater 
Charms for you, the Punch or the Pillow? © 1 hope, 
Madam, anſwered Booth, you have a better 


Opinion of me; than to doubt my preferring Miſs 


' Mathews's Converſation to either. I aſſure you,” 


' replied ſhe, it is no Compliment to you, to ſay [ 


prefer yours to Sleep at this Time. 

The Governor then, having received his Fee, de- 
parted ; and turning the Key, left the Gentleman and 
tie Lady to themſelves. 
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- AE E-L 12. Book IV. 
In Imitation of him, we will lock up likewiſe 3 
Scene which we do not think proper to expoſe to the 
Eyes of the Public. If any over curious Readen 
mould be diſappointed on this Occafion, we will re. 
commend ſuch Readers to the Apologies with which 
certain gay Ladies have lately been pleaſed to oblige 
the World, where they will poſſibly Lad every thing 
recorded, that paſt at this Interval. 4 , 
But tho' we decline painting the whole Scene, it i; 
fot our Intention to conceal from the World the Frail. 
ty of Mr. Brotb, or of his fair Partner, who certain. 
1y paſt that Evening, in a Manner inconfiſtent with 
the ſtrict Rules of Virtue and Chaſtity. | 
To ſay the Truth, we are much more concerned 
for the Behaviour of the Gentleman, than of the 
Lady, not only for his Sake, but for the Sake of the 
beſt Woman in the World, whom we ſhould be ſorry 
to conſider as yoked to a Man of no Worth nor 
Honour. | 1 


We deſire therefore the good - natured and candid 


Reader will be pleaſed to weigh attentively the ſeve- 
ral unlucky Circumſtances which concurred fo criti- 
cally, that Fortune ſeemed to have uſed her utmoſi 0 
Endeavours to enſnare poor Booth's Conſtancy. Lil 
the Reader ſet before his Eyes a fine young Woman, 7 
in a manner a firſt Love, conferring Obligations, andl f 
uſing every Art to ſoften, to allure, to win, and to _ 
enflame; let him conſider the Time and Place; let a 
him remember that Mr. Booth was a young Fellow, C 
in the higheſt Vigour of Life; and laſtly, let him add f, 
one ſingle Circumſtance, that the Parties were alone _ 
together; and then if he will not acquit the DetenW be 
dant, he muſt be convicted ; for I have nothing more 1 : 
to {ay in his Defence. 5 ch. 
| | | at \ 
* call 7 
5 clo) 
She 
had 
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CHAP. I. 


The latter P art of which wwe expect will pleaſe cur © 
| Reader better than the former. 


A Whole Week did our Lady and Gentleman 

live in this criminal Converſation, in which 
the Happinefs of the former was much more perfect 
than that of the latter ; for tho' the Charms of Mits 
Mathews, and her exceſſive Endearments, ſometimes 


lulled every Thought in the ſweet Lethargy of Plea- 


ſure ; yet in the Intervals of his Fits, his Virtue alarm 
ed and rouſed him, and brought the Image of poor 
injured Amelia to haunt and torment him. In fact, 


if we regard this World only, it is the Intereſt of 


every Man to be either perfectly good, or completely 
bad. He had better deſtroy his Conſcience, than 
gently wound it. The many bitter Refletions which 
every bad Action coſts a Mind in which there are 
any Remains of Goodneſs, are not to be compenſat- 
ed by the higheſt Pleaſures which ſuch an Action can 
Cayce: ot” | | 

So it happened to Mr. Boch. Repentance never 


failed to follow his Tranſgreſſions; and yet fo per- 


verſe is our Judgment, and ſo flippery is the. Deſcent 
of Vice, when once we are entered into it ; the ſame 
Crime which he now repented of, became a Reaſon 


for doing that which was to cauſe his future Repen- 


tance ; and he continued to fin on, becauſe he had 


begun. His Repentance however returned fill hea- 


vier and heavier, till at laſt it lung him into a Melan- 
choly, which Miſs Matheaus plainly perceived, and 
at which ſhe could not avoid exprefling ſome Reſent- 
ment in obſcure Hints, and ironical Compliments on 
Amelia's Superiority to her whole Sex, who could not 
cloy a gay young Fellow by many Years Poſſeſſion. 
She would then repeat the Compliments which others 
had made to her own Beauty— and could not forbear 
once crying out, Upon my Soul! my dear Biih, 
I believe the chief Diſadvantage on my Side, is in 

8 B 3 my 
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| MAE CTA - Book IV. 
my ſuperior Fondneſs ; for Love, in the Minds of 
Men, hath one Quality at leaſt of a Fever, which 
is to prefer Coldneſs in the Object. Confeſs, dear 
Mill, is there not ſomething vaſtly refreſhing in the 
cool Air of a Prude' — Booth fetched a deep Sigh, 


and begged her never more to mention A/elia's 
Name — O Mill, cries ſhe, © did that Requeſt pro- 


- 


© ceed from the Motive J could wiſh, I ſhould be the 


* happieſt of Womankind.—— You would not ſure, 


Madam, ſaid Booth, deſire a Sacrifice, which 1 


muſt be a Villain to make to any? Deſire ! © an- 
ſwered ſhe, © are there any Bounds to the Deſires 
of Love ! Have not I been facrificed ? Hath not 
my firſt. Love been torn from my bleeding Heart? 
I claim a prior Right — As { ir Sacrifices, I can 
* make them too; and would ſacrifice the whole 


2 & „ „ 


World at the leaſt Call of my Love.” | 


Here ſhe delivered a Letter to Booth, which ſhe 


had received within an Hour, the Contents of which 


were theſe: 
© Deareſt Madam, 
_ © Thoſe only who truly know what Love is, can 


have any Conception of the Horrors I felt at hear- 
ing of your Confinement at my Arrival in Town, 


© which was this Morning. I immediately ſent my 


Lawyer to enquire into the Particulars, who brought 
me the agreeable News that the Man, whoſe Heart's 
Blood ought not to be yalued at the Rate of a ſingle 
Hair of yours, is entirely out of all Danger, and 
that you might be admitted to Bail. I preſently 


who are to be bound in any Sum for your Appea- 
rance, if he ſhould be mean enough to proſecute 


« ſoon, I would not delay ſending this, as I hope the 
« News will be agreeable to you. My Chariot will 


g attend at the ſame time to carry you where-ever you 


« pleaſe. You may eaſily gueſs what a Violence | 


have done to myſelf in not waiting on you in Per- 
"« ſon ; but I who know your Delicacy, feared it 
92 | — EO. C might 


ordered him to go with two of my Tradeſmen, 


you. Tho' you may expect my Attorney with you 


„% , LIEBE Lct2R 


„% 8 
might offend, and that you might think me unge- 
« nerous enough to hope from your Diſtreſſes that 


« Happineſs, which I am reſolved to owe to your free 


Gift alone, when your Good-nature ſhall induce 
« you to beſtow on me what no Man living can me- 
* rit, I beg you will pardon all the Contents of this 


« haſty Letter, and do me the Honour of believing 


me, 
Deareſt Madam, 
© Your moſt paſſionate Admirer, 
© and moſt obedient humble Servant, 
| DPAM ON.“ 


Booth thought he had ſomewhere before ſeen the 
ſame Hand; but in his preſent Hurry of Spirits could 
not recolle& whoſe it was; nor did the Lady give 


him any Time for Reflection: For he had ſcarce read 


the Letter when ſhe produced a little Bit of Paper, 
and cried out, here, Sir, here are the Coatents Rs 
* he fears will offend me.” She then put a Bank-Bill 
of 100 /. into Mr. Booth's Hands, and aſked him with 
a Smile, if he did not think ſhe had Reaſon to be of- 
fended with ſo much Inſolence. ee: 
Before Booth could return any Anſwer the Gover- 
nor arrived and introduced Mr. Rogers the Attorney, 


who acquainted the Lady that he had brought her 


Diſcharge from her Confinement, and that a Chariot 
waited at the Door to attend her where-ever ſhe 
pleated.” --- 5 ES | 
She received the Diſcharge from Mr. Rogers, and 
ſaid ſhe was very much obliged to the Gentleman 
who employed him, but that ſhe would not make uſe 
of the Chariot, as ſhe had no Notion of leaving that 
wretched Place in a triumphant Manner ; in which 
Reſolution when the Attorney found her obſtinate, 
he withdrew, as did the Governor with many Bows, 
and as many Ladyſhips. . : | 
They were no ſooner gone, than Booth aſked the 
Lady why ſhe would refuſe the Chariot of a Gentle- 
man who had behaved with ſuch exceſſive Reſpect. 
dhe looked earneſtly upon him, and cried, © How 
* unkind is that Queſtion ! Do you imagine I would 
; v.77 
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go and leave you in ſuch a Situation? Thou know. 
eſt but little of Callſa. Why do you think I Would 
accept this hundred Pound from a Man I diſlike, 
unleſs that it was to be ſerviceable to the Man! 
love? I infiſt on your taking it as your own, and 
uting whatever you want of it.” 
Booth proteſted in the ſolemneſt Manner, that he 
would not touch a Shilling of it, ſaying, he had al. 
ready received too many. Obligations at her Hands, 
and more than ever he ſhould: be able, he ' feared, to 
repay. * How unkind,” anſwered ſhe, * is every 
Word you fay ? Why will you mention Obligati- 
* ons? Love never confers any. It doth every thing 
« for its own ſake. I am not therefore obliged to 


«a M a M _=a 


the Man whoſe Paſſion makes him generous : For I 


feel how inconſiderable the whole World would ap- 
6 pear to me, if I could throw it after my Heart. 
Much more of this Kind paſt, ſhe ſtill prefling the 


Bank- Note upon him, and he as abſolutely refu- 


fing, till Booth left the Lady to dreſs herſelf, and 
went to walk in the Area of the Priſon. 1 
Miſs Mathews now applied to the Governor to 
know by what Means ſhe might procure the Captain 
his Liberty. The Governor anſwered, * as he can- 
not get Bail, it will be a difficult Matter; and Mo- 
© ney to be ſure there muſt be; For People no doubt 
expect to touch on theſe Occaſions, When Priſon- 
ers have not wherewithal as the Law requires to 
entitle themſelves to Juſtice, why they muſt be be- 
holden to other People, to give them their Liberty; 
and People will not to be ſure ſuffer others to be 
beholden to them for nothing, whereof there 15 

ood Reaſon : For how ſhould we all live if it was 
not for theſe things! — Well, well,” ſaid ſhe, 
and how much will it coſt.' — How much! an- 
ſwered he, — How much ! — why, let me ſee. — 
Here he heſitated ſome Time, and then anſw<re, 
© that for five Guineas he would undertake to procure 
© the Captain his Diſcharge.” That being the Sum 
Which he computed to remain in the Lady's Pocket; 
for as to the Gentleman's, he had long been acquaint- 
ed with the Emptineſs of it. 5 * 

. i 
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Miſs Mathews, to whom Money was as Dirt, (in- 
deed ſhe may be thought not to have known the Va- 
lue of it) delivered him the Bank-Bill, and bid him 
oet it Changed : For if the whole, ſays ſhe, will pro- 
cure him his Liberty, he hall have it this Evening. 
„The whole, Madam, anſwered the Governor, 
as ſoon as he had recovered his Breath: For it almoſt 
forſook him at the Sight of the black Word Hundred. 
No, no. — There might be People indeed — but I 
am not one of thoſe. A hundred! no, nor no- 
« thing like it. — As for myſelf, as I ſaid, I will be 
content with five Guineas, and I am ſure that's lit- 
* tle enough. What other People will expect, I 
can't exactly ſay. — To be ſure his Worſhip's Clerk 
will expect to touch pretty handſomely; as for his 
Worſhip himſelf he never touches any thing, that 
is, not to ſpeak of; but then the Conſtable will ex- 
pect ſomething, and the Watchmen muſt have 
ſomething, and the Lawyers on both Sides they 
mult have their Fees for finiſhing.' — © Well,” ſaid 
ſhe, © I leave all to you. If it coſts me 20 J. I will 
* have him diſcharged this Afternoon. — But you 
« muſt give his Diſcharge into my Hands, without 
* letting the Captain know any thing of the Matter.” 
The Governor promiſed to obey her Commands in 
every Particular; nay, he was ſo very induſtrious, 
that tho' Dinner was juſt then coming upon the Ta- 
ble, at her earneſt Requeſt, he ſet out immediately 0 
e 


. 


the Purpoſe, and went, as he ſaid, in Purſuit of t 


Lawyer. | | 

All the other Company aſſembled at Table as uſual, 
where poor Booth was the only Perſon out of Spirits. 
This was imputed by ali preſent to a wrong Cauſe; 
nay, Miſs Mathews herſelf either could not, or would 
not, ſuſpect that there was any thing deeper than the 
Deſpair of being ſpeedily diſcharged, that lay heavy 
on his Mind. | 
However, the Mirth of the reſt, and a pretty libe- 


ral Quantity of Punch, which he ſwallowed after 


Dinner (for Miſs Mathews had ordered a very large 
Bowl at her own Expence, to entertain the good 
Company at her Farewell) ſo far exhilarated his Spi- 


„ 


10 | IA. Book IV. 
rits, that when the young Lady and he retired to their 
Tea, he had all the Marks of Gaiety in his Counte- 
nance, and his Eyes ſparkled with good Humour. 

The Gentleman and Lady had ſpent about two 
Hours in Tea and Converſation, when the Governor 
returned, and privately delivered to the Lady the 
Diſcharge for her Friend, and the Sum of eighty. 
two Pounds five Shillings ; the reſt having been, he 
ſaid, diſburſed in the Buſineſs, of which he was ready 
.at any Time to render an exact Account. 

_ Miſs Mathexus being again alone with Mr. Bosh, 
ſhe put the Diſcharge into his Hands, defiring him 
to aſk her no Queſtions; and adding, I think, Sir, 
« we have neither of us now any thing more to do 
© at this Place. She then ſummoned the Governor, 
and ordered a Bill of that Day's Expence, for long 
Scores were not uſual there; and at the ſame time 


ordered a Hackney Coach, without having yet de- 


termined whither ſhe would go, but fully determined 
ſhe was wherever ſhe went, to take Mr. Booth with 


her. 


Roll of Paper, when a faint Voice was heard to cry 
out haſtily, where is he? — and preſently a female 
Spectre, all pale and breathleſs, ruſhed into the 
Room, and fell into Mr. Booth's Arms, where ſhe im- 


me diately fainted away. | 


Booth made a ſhift to ſupport his lovely Burthen ; 
tho' he was himſelf in a Condition very little diffe- 
rent from hers. Miſs Matheavs likewiſe, who pre- 
ſently recolle&ed the Face of Amelia, was ſtruck mo- 
tionleſs with the Surprize ; nay, the Governor him- 
ſelf, tho' not eaſily moved at Sights of Horrour, 
ſtood aghaſt, and neither offered to {peak nor tir. 

_ Happily for Amelia, the Governeſs of the Maniions 
had out of Curioſity followed her into the Room, 
and was the only uſeful Perſon preſent on this Occa- 
fon ; ſhe immediately called for Water, and ran to 
the Lady's Afiſtance, fell to looſening her Stays, and 
perforined all the Offices proper at ſuch a Seaſon; 
which had ſo good an Effect, that Amelia ſoon reco- 
vered the Diſorder which the violent Agitation of her 

| | | Purits 


The Governor was now approaching with a long 


„; AMELES - 
ppirits had cauſed, and found herſelf alive and awake 
in her Huſband's Arms. | 

Some tender Careſſes, and a ſoft Whiſper or two 
paſt privately between Booth and his Lady; nor was 
it without great Difficulty, that poor Amelia put ſome 
Reſtraint on her Fondneſs, in a Place ſo improper for 
a tender Interview. She now caſt her Eyes round 
the Room, and fixing them on Miſs Mathews, who 
ſtood like a Statue; ſhe ſoon recollected her, and ad- 
dreſſing her by her Name, faid, © ſure, Madam, I 
cannot be miſtaken in thoſe Features; tho' meeting 
you here might almoſt make me ſuſpect my Me- 
mory. a Fa : 

Miſs Mathew's Face was now all covered with 
Scarlet. The Reader may eaſily believe ſhe was on 
no account pleaſed with Ame/ia's Preſence; indeed, 
ſhe expected from her ſome of thoſe Inſults, of which 
virtuous Women are generally ſo liberal to a frail Siſ- 
ter; but ſhe was miſtaken, Amelia was not one, 


Who thought the Nation ne er avould thrive, 


"Till all the Whores were burnt alive. 


Her Virtue could ſupport itſelf with its own intrinſic 
Worth, without borrowing any Aſſiſtance from the 
Vices of other Women; and ſhe conſidered their na- 
tural Infirmities as the Objects of Pity, not of Con- 
tempt or Abhorrence. * E 

When Amelia therefore perceived the viſible Con- 
fuſion in Miſs Mathews, ſhe preſently called to Re- 
membrance ſome Stories which ſhe had imperfectly 
heard; for as ſhe was not naturally attentive to Scan- 
dal, and had kept very little Company fince her Re- 

turn to England, ſhe was far from being a Miſtreſs of 
the Lady's whole Hiſtory. However the had heard 
enough to impute her Confuſion to the right Cauſe ; 
ſhe advanced to her, and told her fhe was extremely 


lorry to meet her in ſuch a Place, but hoped that no 


very great Misfortune was the Occaſion of it. 

Miſs Mathews began, by Degrees, to recover her 
Spirits. She anſwered with a reſerved Air, I am 
- Much obliged to you, Madam, for your Concern ; 
| : we 
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8 WME LIA. Book lv. 
we are all liable to Misfortunes in this World. In- 
* deed I know not why I ſhould be much aſhamed 
of being in any Place where J am in ſuch good 
Company.“ 

Here Booth 8 He had before acquainted 
Amelia in a Whiiper, that his Confinement was at an 
End. The unfortunate Accident, my Dear, ſaid he 


which brought this young Lady to this melancho! 


Place, is entirely determined; and ſhe is now as ab- 
© ſolutely at her Liberty as myſelf.” 

Amelia imputing the extreme Coldneſs and Reſerve 
of the Fader to the Cauſe already mentioned, advan- 
ced ſtill more and more in Proportion as ſhe r back; 
till the Governor, who had withdrawn ſome time, re- 
turned, and acquainted Miſs Maheaws that her Coach 
was at the Door ; upon which the Company ſoon ſe- 
parated. Amelia and Booth went together in Amelia's 
Coach, and poor Miſs Mathexus was obliged to retire 


; alone, after having ſatisficd the Demands of the Go- 


vernor, which in one Day only he had amounted to a 
pretty conſiderable Sum: for he with great Dexterity 
proportioned his Bills to the Abilities of his Gueſts. 

It may ſeem perhaps wonderful to iome Readers, 
that Miſs Mathews ſhould have maintained that cold 
Reſerve towards 4elia, fo as barely to keep with- 
in the Rules of Civility, inſtead of embracing an Op- 
portunity which ſeemed to offer, of gaining tome De- 

ree of Intimacy with a Wife, whoſe Hujband ſhe 
was ſo fond of; but beſides that her Spirits were en- 


tirely diſconcerted by ſo ſudden and unexpected a 


D ſappointment; and beſides the extreme Horrors 

* hich ſhe conceived at the Preſence of her Rival, 
here is, I believe, ſomething ſo outrageouſly ſuſpici- 
ous in the Nature of all Vice, eſpecially when joined 
with any great Degree of Pride, that the Eycs of 
thoſe whom we imagine privy to our Failings, are 18- 
tojerable to us, and we are aptto aggravate their U- 


pinions to our Diſadvantage far beyond the Reality. 


CHAP, 


CH AF I 


Containing wiſe Obſervations of the Author, and 
| : other Malters. 


HERE is nothing more difficult than to lay 

down any fixed and certain Rules for Happi- 
neſs; or indeed to judge with any Preciſion of the 
Happineſs of others, from the Knowledge of exter- 
nal Circumſtances. There is ſometimes a little Speck 
of Black in the brighteſt and gayeit Colours of For- 
tune, which contaminates and deadens the whole, 
On the contrary, when all without looks dark and 
diſmal, there is often a ſecret Ray of Light within the 
Mind, which turns every thing to real Joy and Glad» 
pol ; 

[ have in the Courſe of my Life ſeen many Occa- 
ſions to make this Obſervation; and Mir. Socitb was 
at preſent a very pregnant Inſtance of its Truth. 
He was juſt delivered from a Priſon, and in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his beloved Wife and Ciildren; and 
which might be imagined greatly to augment his 
or Fortune had done all this for him within an 
Hour, without giving him the leait Warning or rea- 
ſonable Expectation of this ſtrange Reverie in his 
Circumſtances; and yet it is certain, chat there were: 
very few Men in the World, more ſeriouſly miſerable: 
than he was at this Inſtant. A deep Melancholy 
ſeized his Mind, and cold damp Sweats over- ſpread. 
his Perſon, ſo that he was ſcarce animated; and poor 
Amelia, inſtead of a fond warm Huſband, beſtowed 
her Careſſes on a dull lifeleſs Lump of Clay. He 
endeavoured however at ſuſt, as much as poſſble, ta 
conceal . what he felt, and attempted what is the 
hardeſt of all Taſks, to act the Part of a happy Man; 
but he found no Supply of Spirits to carry. on this 
Deceit, and would have probably ſunk under his At- 
tempt, had not poor 4ze/a's Simplicity helped him 
Ver. II. 0 2 


4 TL 12. Book IV. 
to another Fallacy, in which he had much better 
Succels.  --. 2 | | 
This worthy Woman very plainly perceived the 
Diſorder iv her Huſband's Mind; and having ng 
Doubt of the Cauſe of it, eſpecially when ſhe ſaw 
the Tears ſtand in his Eyes at the Sight of his Chil. 
dren, threw her Arms round his . and embrac- 
ing him with rapturous Fondneſs, cried out, my 
dear Bilh, let nothing make you uneaſy. Heaven 
* will, I doubt not, provide for us and theſe poor 
Babes. Great Fortunes are not neceſſary to Hap- 
pineſs. For my own Part, I can level my Mind 
with any State; and for thoſe poor little Things, 


will be ſufficient to maintain them in. How many 
'Thouſands abound in AMuence, whoſe Fortunes 
are much lower than ours! for it is not from Na- 
ture, but from Education and Habit, that our 
Wants are chiefly derived, Make yourſelf eaſy 
therefore, my dear Love; for you have a Wife who 
will think herſelf happy with you, and endeavour 
to make you ſo in any Situation. Fear nothing, 
Billy, Induſtry will always provide us a wholeſome 
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Chearfulneſs ſhall make it a pleaſant one.“ 
Booth preſently took the Cue, which ſhe had given 


nim. He fixed his Eyes on her for a Minute, with 


great Earneſtneſs and inexpreſſible Tenderneſs; and 
then cried, © O my Amelia, how much are you my 
* Superior in every Perfection! How wiſe, how 
great, how noble are your Sentiments ! Why can 
I not imitate what I ſo much admire ? Why can | 
not look with your Conſtancy, on; thoſe dear lit- 


& „ „ 


baffled with the Thought, that my Amelia's Chil- 
dren are to ſtruggle with a cruel hard unfeeling 
„World, and to buffet thoſe Waves of Fortune, 
© which have overwhelmed their Father — Here 1 
* own I want your Firmneſs, and am not without an 

+ Excuſe for wanting it; for am I not the _ 
5 „ cCaute 


Lo 


whatever Condition of Life we breed them to, that 


Meal ; and I will take care, that Neatneſs and 


tle Pledges of our Loves. All my Philoſophy is 
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« Cauſe of all your Wretchedneſs? Have I nat 
« ftept between you and Fortune, and been the curſ- 
« ed Obſtacle to all your Greatneſs and Happineſs.“ 
gay not ſo, my Love, anſwered ſhe, Great L 
© might have been, but never happy with any other 
Man. Indeed, dear ÞB://y, 1 laugh at the Fears 
« you formerly raiſed in me; what ſeemed to terrible. 
« at a Diſtance, now it approaches nearer, appears 
to have been a mere Bugbear — and let this com- 
fort you, that I look on myſelf at this Day as the 
© happieſt of Women; nor have I done any thing 
© which I do not rejoice in, and would, if I had thg 


Gift of Preſcience, do again.” 


Booth was ſo overcome with this Behaviour, that 
he had no Words to anſwer. To ſay the Truth, it 
was difficult to find any worthy of the Occaſion, He 
threw ' himſelf proftrate at her Feet, whence poor 
Amelia was forced to ufe all her Strength as well as 
Entreaties to raiſe, and place him in his Chair, 

Such is ever the Fortitude of perfect Inno- 
cence, and ſuch the Depreſſion of Guilt in Minds 
not utterly abandoned. Booth was naturally of a 
ſanguine T ; nor would any ſuch Apprehen- 
fions as he mentioned have been ſufficient to have 
reſtrained his Joy, at meeting with his Amelia. In 
fact, a Reflection on the Injury he had done her was 
the ſole Cauſe of his Grief. This it was that ener- 
vated his Heart, and threw him into Agonies, which 
all that Profuſion of heroic Tenderneſs that the moſt 
excellent of Women intended for his Comfort, ſerv. 
ed only to heighten and aggravate ; as the more ſhe 
roſe in his Admiration, the more ſhe quickcned his 
Senſe of his own Unworthineſs. A 

After a diſagreeable Evening, the firſt of that 
Kind that he had ever paſt with his Amelia, in which 
he had the utmoſt Difficulty to force a little Chear- 
fulneſs, and in which her Spirits were at length over- 
powered by diſcerning the Oppreſſion on his, they 
retired to Reſt, or rather to Miſery, which need not 
be deſcribed. | 


e 15 = 
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The next Morning at Breakfaſt, Booth began to 
- recover a little from his Melancholy, and to taſte 
the Company of his Children. He now firſt 
thought of enquiring of Amelia, by what Means the 
had diſcovered the Place of his Confinement. Ane 
Jia, after gently rebuking him for not having him- 
{elf acquainted her with it, informed him, that it was 
known all over the Country, and that ſhe had trac- 
ed the Original of it to her Siſter ; who had fpread 
the News with a malicious Joy, and added a Cir- 
cuimnſtance, which would have fr: ghtned her to 
Death, had not her Knowledge of him made her 
give little Credit to it, which was, that he was com- 
mitted for Murder, But tho' ſhe had diſcredited this 


Part, ſhe ſaid, the not hearing from him during ſe- 


veral ſucceſſive Poſts made her too apprehenſive of the 
reſt. That ſhe got a Conveyance therefore for herſelf 


and Children to Saliſury; from whence the Stage- 


Coach had brought them to Town, and having de- 
ſited the Children at his Lodging, of which he had 
ent her an Account on his firſt Arrival in Town, {hg 


took a Hack, and came directly to the Priſon where 


me heard he was, and where ſhe found him. 
Booth excuſed himſelf, and with Truth as to his 
not having writ: For in fact, he had writ twice from 
the Priſon, tho' he had mentioned nothing of his 
Confinement; but as he ſent away his Letters after 
Nine at Night, the Fellow, to whom they were en- 
truſted, had burnt them both for the Sake of putting 
the two Pence in his own Pocket, or rather in the 
Pocket of che Keeper of che next Gin- ſhop. | 
As to the Account which Amelia gave him, it 


ſerved rather to raiſe than to ſatisfy his Curioſity. | 


Hie began to ſuſpeR, that ſome Perſon had ſeen both 
him and Miſs Mathews together in the Priſon, and 
Had confounded her Caſe with his; and this the Cir- 
cumſtance of Murder made the more probable, ut 
who this Perſon ſhould be, he could not gueſs. At- 
ter giving himſelf therefore ſome Pains in forming 
Conjectures to no Purpoſe, he was forced to reſt con- 


tentæd with his Ignorance of the real Truth. . 
| 1258 | T'wo 
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Two or three Days now paſt without producing 


any thing remarkable; unleſs it were, that Booth 
more and more recovered his Spirits, and had now 
almoſt regained his former Degree of Cheartulneſs, 


when the following Letter arrived again to torment 


him. 


Pear Billy, 

* To convince you I am the moſt reaſonable of 
Women, I have given you up three whole Days 
© to the unmoleſted Poſſeſſion of my fortunate Rival; 
© I can refrain no longer from letting you know that 
T. 55 lodge- in Dean-ſirect, not far from the Church, 

at the Sign of the Pelican and Trumpet; where I 
c Reba this Evening to ſee you. —Believe me, I am 
with more Affection than any other Woman 1 in che 
7 World can be, | 


0 My dear Billy, 
our affectionate, fond, doating 
F. Marsa 


Booth tore che Letter with Rage, and threw it ins 
to the Fire; reſolving never to viſit the Lady more, 
unleis it was to pay her the Mouey ſnhe had lent him, 
which he was determined to do the very firſt Op- 
portunity: for it was not at preſent in his Power. 

This Letter threw him back into his Fit of De- 
jection, in which he had not continued lang, when 
a Packet from the Country brought him the follow- 
ing from his F riend Dr. Har ſon. 


© Six, Lyons, January 21. N. S. 

© 'Tho''I am now on my Return home, I have 
taken up my Pen to communicate to you ſome 
* News I have heard from England, which gives me 
much Uneafineſs, and concerning which F can in- 


deed deliver my Sentiments with much more Eaſe 


« this 
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this way than any other. In my Anſwer to your 


laſt I very freely gave you my Opinion, in which 
it was my Misfortune to diſapprove of every Step 


you had taken; but thoſe were all pardonable E. 


rors. Can you be ſo partial to yourſelf, upon coo! 
and ſober Reflexion, to think what I am going to 


mention ſo, when you hear it? I promiſe you, it 
appears to me a Folly of ſo monſtrous a Kind, 
that had I heard it from any but a Perſon of che 


higheſt Honour, I ſhould have rejected it as utter- 
ly incredible. I hope you already gueſs what I am 
about to name; fince Heaven forbid your Conduct 
ſhould afford you any Choice of ſuchegroſs In- 
ſtances of Weakneſs. In a word then yon have 
ſet up an Equipage. What ſhall I invent in your 
Excuſe, either to others, or to myſelf? In truth, I 
can find no Excuſe for you, and what 1s more, I 
am certain you can ind none for yourſelf. I muft 
deal therefore very plainly and fincerely with you, 
Vanity is always contemptible; but when joined 
with Diſhoneſty, it becomes odious and deteſtable. 
At whole Expence are you to ſupport this Equi- 
page? Is it not entirely at the Expence of others ; 
and will it not finally end in that of your poor 
Wife and Children? You know you are two Years 


in Arrears to me. If I could impate this to any 


extraordinary or common Accident, I think J 
ſhould never have mentioned it; but I will not 


- ſuffer my Money to ſupport the ridiculous, and 1 
muſt ſay, criminal Vanity of any one. I expect 


therefore to find at my Return, that you have ei- 
ther diſcharged my whole Debt, or your Equi- 
page. Let me beg you ſeriouſly to confider your 
Circumſtances and Condition in Life, and to re- 
member that your Situation will not juſtify any the 
leaſt unneceſſary Expence. Simply to be poor, ſays 
my favourite Greet Hiſtorian, was not held ſcanda- 
lows by the wiſe Athenians, but hizhly fo, to gave that 
Powerty to our own Indiſcretion. Preſent my Aft- 


? feQions to Mrs, Booth, ang be afforgd, that I ſhall 


> % 


%%% 3 


not without great Reaſon, and great Pain too, eve 


© ceale to be, 
5 Your moſt faithſu! Friend, 
© R. HARRISON.“ 


* 


Had this Letter come at any other time, it would 
have given Bool the moi ſenſible Afliction; but ſo 
totaily had the Affair of Miſs B7a/heavs poitefted his 


Mind, that like a Man in a moi raging Fit of the 


Gout, he was ſcarce capable of any additional Tor- 
ture; nay, he even made a uſe of this latter Epiſtle, 


as it ſerved to account to {melia for that Concern. 


which he really felt on another Account. The poor 
deceived Lady therefore applied hericif to give him 
Comfort where he leaſt wanted it. She ſaid he might 
eaßly perceive that the Matter had been miſrepre- 


ſented to the Doctor, who would not, ſhe was ſure, 


retain the leaſt Anger againſt him when he knew the 
real Truth. „ | | 

After a ſhort Converſation on this Subject, in 
which Booth appeared to be greatiy confoled by the 
Arguments of his Wife, they parted. He went to 


take a Walk in the Park, and {the remained at home 


to prepare him his Dinner. : 
He was no fconer departed than his little Boy, 

not quite fix Years old, ſaid to Amelia, La! Mam- 

* ma, what is, the Matter with poor Papa, what 


makes him look ſo as if he was going to cry? He 


* 1s not half ſo merry as he uſed to be in the Coun- 


* try.” Amelia anſwered, * Oh, my dear! your 


Papa is only a little thoughtful, he will be merry 
* again ſoon.” — Then looking fondly on her Chil- 
dren, ſhe burſt into an Agony of Tears, and cried, 
* Oh Heavens! what have theſe poor little Infants 
done? why will the barbarous World endeavour 
« to ſtarve them, by depriving us of our only 
Friend? my dear, your Father is ruined, and 
5 g Ne 


Fier . 


27 


a FAC Y * 
- Y 2 * — 
. P wa 
— p 4. 


—— dels Dow 


Ss” 
3 


7 


2 — — IIS 

V N "ow"! 7 
r = or Ay 33 
En — b 


_ ge 02 3 


. 9 
: 
: 
8 
11 
- 
4 
3 16 
* 
% 
1 
1 
. 
5 b 
4 
2 
2 
8 
1 
1 
i 258 
4 ih 
1 1 
FS. 
o © 
1 is 
. 1 
- ti 
3% 
d 


- 
ES 
— 


4 the in aa—wi 
___— 
re ere * 
8 — 22 — 
— 2 8 * 2 
=> * n 


. 


= 
CES, 


. 
* * 
wy.” N 

— 8 Brag 


— O 


<- N 


eee 


dean gr 


20 „ AME L 74. 155 Book IV. 


we are undone.— The Children preſently accom- 


panied their Mother's Tears, and the Daughter cri. 
ed — Why, will any body hurt poor Papa? Hath 
he done any Harm to any body? — © No, my 

dear Child, ſaid the Mother, he is the beſt Man 
in the World, and therefore they hate him.“ Up- 

on which the Boy, who was extremely ſenſible at his 
Years, anſwered, © Nay, Mamma, how can that 
be- Have not you often told me, that if I waz 
good, every body would love me?” © All good 
People will, anſwered ſhe. * Why don't they 
© love Papa then? replied the Child, for I am 


© ſure he is very good.“ So they do, my dear,“ 


' aid the Mother, bat there are more bad People in 
the World, and they will hate you for your Good- 
© refs.'- Why then bad People,” cries the Child, 
© are loved by more than the Good * — © No Matter 
© for that, my Dear, ſaid ſhe, the Love of one 
good Perſon is more worth having, than that of a 
«© thouſand wicked ones; nay, if there was no ſuch 
« Perſon in the World, ſtill you muſt be a god 
Boy: For there is one in Heaven who will love 
ou; and his Love is better for vou than that of 
all Mankind. . | 
This little Dialogue we are apprehenſive will be 
read with Contempt by many; indeed we ſhould not 
have thought it worth recording, was it not for the 
excellent Example which Ac/ia here gives to all 
Mothers. This admirable Woman never let a Day 
paſs, without inſtructing her Children in ſome Les 
ſon of Religion and Morality. By which Means, 
ſhe had in their tender Minds ſo ſtrongly annexcd 
the Ideas of Fear and Shame to every Idea of Evil 
of which they were ſuſceptible, that it muſt require 
great Pains and Length of Habit to ſeparate them. 
'Tho' ſhe was the tendereſt of Mothers, ſhe never 
ſuffered any Symptom of Malevolence to ſhew itſelf 
in their moſt trifling Actions without Diſcourage- 
ment, without Rebyks ; and if it broke forth with 
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any Rancour, without Puniſhment. In which ſhe 
had ſuch Succeſs, that not the leaſt Marks of Pride, 
Envy, Malice, or Spite diſcovered itſelf in any of 
their little Words or Deeds. | 


CH AP. IV. 
In which Amelia appears in no unamiable 
| _. Light. | - 


IME L IA, with the Aſſiſtance of a. little Girl, 
** who was their only Servant, had dreſt her Din- 
ner; and ſhe had likewiſe dreſt herſelf as neat as 
any Lady who had a regular Set of Servants could 
have done; when Booth returned, and brought with 
him his Friend James, whom he had met with in 
the Park ; and who, as Booth abſolutely refuſed to 
dine away from his Wife, to whom he had promiſed 
to return, had invited himſelf to dine with him. 
Amelia had none of that paultry Pride, which poſ- 
ſeſſes ſo many of her Sex, and which diſconcerts 
their Tempers, and gives them the Air and Looks 
of Furies, if their Huſbands bring in an unexpected 
Gueſt, without giving them timely Warning to pro- 
vide a Sacrifice to their own Vanity. Amelia re- 
ceived her Huſband's Friend with the utmoſt Com- 
plaiſance and good Humour: She made indeed 
ſome Apology for the Homelineſs of her Dinner; 
but it was politely turned- as a Compliment to Mr. 
Fames's Friendſhip, which could carry him where 
he was ſure of being ſo ill entertained ; and gave 
not the leaſt Hint how magnificently ſhe would have 
provided, had foe expetied the Favour of fa much 
good Company, A Phraſe which is generally meant: 
to contain not only an Apology for the Lady of the 
Houſe, but 4 tacit Satir on her Gueſts for their In- 
truſion, and is at leaſt a ſtrong Inſinuation that they 
Are not welcome. 

5 | | Amelia 


22 . Book IV. 

Amelia failed not to enquire very earneſtly after 
her old Friend Mrs. James, formerly Miſs Bath, and 
was very ſorry to find that ſhe was not in Town, 
The Truth was, as James had married out of a vio. 
Jent Liking of, or Appetite to her Perſon, Poſſeſſion 
had ſurfeited him, and he was now grown ſo heartily 
tired of his Wife, that ſhe had very little of his Com- 
Pany ; ſhe was forced therefore to content herſelf 
with being the Miſtreſs of a large Houſe and Equi- 
Page in the Country, ten Months in the Year by 
Perfelf The other two he indulged her with the 
Diverſions of the Town; but then, tho' they lodged 
under the ſame Roof, ſne had little more of her Huſ- 
band's Society, than if they had been 100 Miles a. 


3 With all this, as ſne was a Woman of calm 


aſſions, ſhe made herſelf contented ; for ſhe had 
never had any violent Affection for James; the 
Match was of the prudent Kind, and ts her Ad- 
vantage; for his Fortune, by the Death of an Un- 
cle, was become very conſiderable; and ſhe had 
gained every thing by the Bargain but a Huſband, 
which her Conſtitution ſuffered her to be very well 
ſatisfied without. c 
When Amelia after Dinner retired to her Children, 
James began to talk to his Friend concerning his Af- 
Fairs. He adviſed Booth very earneſtly to think of 
getting again into the Army, m which he himſelf 
ad met with ſuch Succeſs, that he had obtained the 
Command of a Regiment, to which his Brother-in- 
. Law was Lieutenant-Colonel. Theſe Preferments 
they both owed to the Favour of Fortune only: for 


tho' there was no Objection to either of their milita- 


ry Characters; yet neither of them had any extra- 


ordinary Deſert ; and if Merit in the Service was a2 


ſufficient Recommendation, Booth, who had been 


twice wounded in the Siege, ſeemed to have the fair- 


eſt Pretenſions; but he remained a poor half- pay 


Lieutenant, and the others were, as we have ſaid, 


one of them a Lieutenant-Colonel, and the other 
had a Regiment. Such Riſes we often ſee in Life, 


without 
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without being able to give any ſatisfactory Account 
of the Means, and therefore "aſcribe them to the 


good Fortune of the Perion. 
Both Colonel James and his Brother- in- EE were 


Members of Parliament : for as the Uncle of the 


former had left him, together with his Eſtate, an al- 
moſt certain Intereſt in a Borough, ſo he choſe to 
confer this Favour on Colonel Bath; a Circum- 
ſtance which would have been highly immaterial to 
mention here ; but as it ſerves to ſet forth the Good- 
neſs of Famer, who endeavoured to make up in 


Kindneſs to the Family, what he wanted in Fond 


neſs for his Wife. 

Col. James then „„ all in bis Power to 
perſuade Booth to think again of a military Life, and 
very kindly offered him his Intereſt towards obtaining 


him a Company in the Regiment under his Command. 


Booth muſt have been a Madman in his preſent Cir- 
cumſtances to have heſitated one Moment at accept- 
ing ſuch an Offer, and he well knew 4c/ia, not- 
withſtanding her Averſion to the Army, was much 
too wiſe to make the leaſt Scruple of giving her 
Conſent. Nor was he, as it appeared afterwards, 
miſtalcen 3 in his Opinion of his Wife's Underſtand- 


ing: for ſhe made not the leaſt Objection when it 
was communicated to her, but contented herſelf 
with an expreſs Stipulation, that wherever he was 


commanded to. go (for the Regiment was now a- 
broad) ſhe would accompany him. 


Haoth therefore accepted his Friend's Propoſal 


with a Profuſion of Acknewledgments ; and it was 
agreed, that Bocth ſhould draw up a Memorial of his 
Pretenſions, which Col. James undertook to preſent 


to ſome Man of Power, and to back it with all the: 


Force he was able. 
Nor did the Friendſhip of the Colonel top here. 
© You will excuſe me, dear Booth,” ſaid he, if after 
© what you have told me (for he had been very ex- 
e in un his 2 to him) I ſuſpe&t 
Ts vou 
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* you muſt want Money at this Time. If that be 


© the Caſe, as I am certain it muft be, I have fifty 


Pieces at your Service.” This Generoſity brought 
the Tears into Boo7h's Eyes; and he at length con- 
feft, that he had not five Guineas in the "Hou 
upon which James gave him a Bank-bill for 20%. and 


ſaid he would give him thirty more the next Time 


he ſaw him. 


Thus did this generous Colonel (for generous he 


really was to the higheſt Degree) reſtore Peace and 
Comfort to this little Family; and by this Act of 
Beneficence make two of the worthieſt People, two 


of the happieſt that Evening. 
Here, Reader, give me leave to ſtop a Minute, to 


lament that ſo few are to be found of this benign 


Diſpoſition; that while Wantonneſs, Vanity, Ava- 
Tice and Ambition are every Day rioting and tri- 
umphing in the Follies and Weakneſs, the Ruin and 
Deſolation of Mankind, ſcarce one Man in a thou- 


ſand is capable of taſting the Happineſs of others, 


Nay, give me leave to wonder that Pride, Which i; 
_ conſtantly ſtruggling, and often impoſing on itle!* to 
gain ſome little Pre-eminence, ſtiould fo feldom kink 
to us the only certain, as well as laudable way of ſet- 
ting ourſelves above another Man, and that is be- 
coming his Benefactor. 
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Cantaining an Eulogium upon Innocence, and other 
7 grave Matters. 


OOTH paſt that Evening, and all the ſuc- 
ceeding Day with his Amelia, without the Inter- 
ruption of almoſt a ſingle Thought concerning Mis 
Mathews, after having determined to go on Sur- 
day, the only Day he could venture without the 
Verge, in the preſent State of his Affairs, and pay her 
what ſhe had advanced for him in the Priſon. But 
ſuhe had not ſo long Patience; for the third Day, 
while he was fitting with Amelia, a Letter was 
brought to him. As he knew the Hand, he imme- 
diately put 1t in his Pocket unopened, not without ſuch 
an Alteration in his Countenance, that had Amelin, 
who was then playing with one of the Children, cat 
her Eyes towards him, the muſt have remarked it. 
This Accident however luckily gave him Time to re- 
cover himſelf: For Amelia was ſo deeply engaged 
with the little one, that ſhe did not even remark the 
Delivery of the Letter. The Maid ſoon after re- 
turned into the Room, ſaying, the Chairman deſired 
to know if there was any Anſwer to the Letter — 
What Letter, cries Boorh, The Letter Igave you 
* juſt now,” anſwered the Girl. Sure, cries Booth, 
* the Child is mad, you gave me no Letter.” Ves, 
indeed I did Bir, ſaid the pœor Girl. Why then, as 
* ſure as Fate, cries Booth, I threw it into the Fire 
in my Reveree, why, Child, why did you not tell 
me it was a Letter? Bid the Chairman come up — 
* ſtay, I will go down myſelf ; for he will other- 
* wiſe dirt the Stairs with his Feet.“ 

Amelia was gently chiding the Girl for her Care- 
leſſneſs, when Booth returned, ſaying, it was very 
true that ſhe had delivered him a Letter from Col. 
James, and that perhaps it might be of Conſequence. 
* However,” ſays he I will ſtep to the Coffee-houſe, 
and ſend him an Account of this ſtrapge Accident, 
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which I know he will pardon in my preſent Situa- 


© tion.” 

Booth was overjoyed at this Eſcape which poor 
Amelia's total Want of all Jealouſy and Suſpicion, 
made it very eaſy for him to accompliſh : But his 
Pleaſure was conſiderably abated, when upon open- 
ing the Letter, he ee it to contain, mix ed with 
ſeveral very ſtrong Expreſſions of Love, ſome pretty 
warm ones of the upbraiding Kind; but what moſt 
alarmed him was a Hint, that it was in her Power 


(Miſs Matheau's) Power, to make Amelia as miſerable | 


as herſelf. Beſides the general Knowledge of 


wn Fre quid Fæmina poſit, 


he had more particular Reaſons to apprehend the 


Rage of a Lady, who had given ſo ſtrong an. Inſtance 


how far ſhe could carry her Revenge She had al. 


ready ſent a Chairman to his Lodgings, with a poſi- 


tive Command not to return without an Anſwer to 


ter Letter. This might of itſelf have poſſibly occa- 
fioned a Diſcovery ; and he thought he had great 
Reaſon to fear, that if ſhe did not carry Matters fo 
far as purpoſely and avowedly to reveal the Secret to 


Amelia, her Indiſeretion would at leaſt effect the Diſ- 
covery of that which he would at any Price have con- 


cealed. Under theſe Terrours he might, I believe, 
be conſidered as the moſt wretched of human Be- 
ings. — 
© Innocence, how glorious and happy a Portion 
art thou to the Breaſt that poſſeſſes thee ! Thou fear- 
eſt neither the Eyes nor the 'Fongues of Men. Truth, 
the moſt powerful of all Things, is thy ſtrongeſt 
Friend; and the brighter the Light is in which thou 
art diſplayed, the more it diſcovers thy tranſcendent 
Beauttes. Guilt on the contrary, like a baſe Thief, 
ſulpe&s every Eye that beholds him to be privy to his 
Franſgreſſions, and every Tongue that mentions his 
Name to be proclaiming them. Fraud and Falſhood 
art his weak and treacherous Allies; and he lurks 
trembling in the Dark, dreading every 85 of 
| - e ht, 


See 
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Light, leſt it ſhould diſcover him, and give.him up 
to Shame and Puniſhment. | 
While Booth was walking in the Park with all 
theſe Horrors in his Mind, he again-met his Friend 
Col. James, who ſoon took Notice of that deep Con- 
cern which the other was incapable of hiding. Af- 
ter ſome little Converſation, Booth ſaid, my dear 
Colonel, I am ſure I muſt be the moſt inſenſible 
of Men, if I did not look on you as the beft and the 
* trueſt Friend; I will therefore without Scruple re- 
« pole a Confidence in you of the higheſt Kind I 
have often made you privy to my Neceſſities, I will 
' now acquaint you with my Shame, provided you 
© have Leiſure enough to give me a Hearing: For 
] muſt open to you a long Hiſtory, fince I wilt not 
' reveal my Fault, without informing you, at the 


* ſame time, of thoſe Circumſtances, which, I hope, 


will in ſome Meaſure excuſe it.“ 

The Colonel very readily agrez4 to give his Friend 
a patient Hearing So they walked directly to a 
Coffee-houſe at the Corner of Spring Garden, where 
being in a Room by themſelves, Booth opened his 
whole Heart, and acquainted the Colonel with his 
Amour with Miſs Mathews from the very Beginning, 


to his receiving that Letter which had cauſed all his 


preſent Uneaſineſs, and which he now delivered into 


his Friend's Hand. | 


The Colonel read the Letter very attentively twice 
over : (he was filent indeed long enough to have read 
it oftner) and then turning to Booth ſaid, * Well, Sir; 
and is it fo grievous a Calamity to b the Object 
of a young Lady's Affection; eſpecially of one 
whom you allow to be ſo extremely handſome ?” 
' Nay, but my dear Friend, cries Booth, © do not jeſt 
with me; you who know my Amelia. Well, my dear 


Friend, anſwered Fames, and you know Amelia, 


and this Lady too —— But what would you have 
me do for you.” © I would have you give me your 
Advice, ſays Booth, © by what Method I ſhall get 
rid of this dreadful Woman without a Diſcovery.” 
And do you really,” e the other, deſire to get 
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rid of her.” Can you doubt it,” ſaid Booth, after 
what I have communicated to vou, and after what 
vou yourſelf have ſeen in my Family? for hope, 
* notwithſtanding this fatal Slip, I do not appear to 
voa in the Light of a Profligate Well. anſwered 
James, * and whatever Light I may appear to you 
in, if you are tired of the Lady, and if ſhe 
© be really what you have repreſented her, Tl 
© endeavour to take her of your Hands; but! 
inſiſt upon it, that you do not deceive me in any 
* Particalar.” Haoth proteſted in the, moſt ſolemn 
Manner that cvery Word which he had ſpoken was 
ftrictly true; and being aſked whether he would 
give his Honour never more to viſit the Lady, he 
atlured Jaues that he never would; He then, at his 
Friend's Requett, delivered him Miſs Mathews's Let- 
ter, in which was a ſecond Direction to her Lodgings, 
and declared to him, that if he could bring him ſafely 
out of this terrible Affair, he ſhould think himſelf to 
have a full higher Obligation to his Friendſhip, than 
any which he had already received from it 


Booth preſſed the Colonel to go home with him in 
to Dinner, but he excuſed | himſelf, being, as 9¹ 
he ſaid, already engaged. However, he under- 0 
took in the Afternoon to do all in his Power, 4 
that Bocth ſhould receive no more Alarms from fe 
the Quarter of Miſs Mathews, whom the Colonel fe 
undertook to pay all the Demands ſhe had on his in 
Friend, They then ſeparated. The Colonel went ot. 

to Dinner at the King's Arms, and Booth returned in 0 


high Spirits to meet his Amelia, . 

The nexs Day early in the Morning, the Colonel WM an 
came to the Coffee-houſe, and ſent for his Friend, er 
who lodged but at a little Diſtance. The Colonel Ac 
told him he had a little exaggerated the Lady's Beau- jo) 
ty; however, he ſaid, he excuſed that; © for you might | 
think perhaps, cries he, that your Inconſtancy Co 
to the fineſt Woman in the World, might want ſome of 
* Excuſe, Be that as it will, ſaid he, you may Af 
make yourſelf eaſy, as it will be, I am convinced, ha: 
your own Fault, if you have ever any further Mo- in 
leſtation from Miſs Matheavs.” 6 Py — 
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Booth poured forth very warmly a great Profuſion 
of Gratitude on this Occaſion; and nothing more 
any-wiſe material paſt at this Interview, which was 
very ſhort, the Colonel being in a great Hurry, as he 
had, he ſaid, ſome Buſineſs of very great Importance 
to tranſact that Morning. 

The Colonel 2 . ſeen Booth twice, without re- 
membring to give him the thirty Pound. This the 
latter imputed intirely to Forgetfulneſs; for he had 
always found the Promiſes of the former to be equal 


in Value with the Notes or Bonds of other People. 


He was more ſurprized at what happened the next 
Day, when meeting his Friend in the Park, he re- 
ceived only a cold Salute from him; and tho' he paſt 


him five or ſix times, and the Colonel was walk-_ 


ing with a ſingle Officer of no great Rank, and with 
whom he ſeemed in no earneſt Converſation ; yet 


could not Booth, who was alone, obtain any further 


Notice from him. 

This gave the poor Man ſome Alarm; tho' he 
could ſcarce periuade himſelf there was any Detign 
in all this Coldneſs or Forgetfulneſs. Once he ima- 
gined that he had leſſened himſelf in the Colonel's 
Opinion, by having diſcovered his Inconſtancy to 


Amelia; but the known Character of the other, pre- 
ſently cured him of this Suſpicion, for he was a per- 


fect Libertine with regard to Women; that being 
indeed the principal Biemiſh in his Character, which 
otherwiſe might have deſerved much Commendation 
tor Good-nature, Generofity, and Friendſhip. But 
he carried this one to a moſt unpardonable Height; 
and made no Scruple of openly declaring, that it he 
ever liked a Woman well enough to be uneaſy on her 
Account, he would cure himſelf, if he could, by en- 
joying her, whatever might be the Conſequence. 
Booth could not therefore be perſuaded that the 
Colonel would ſo highly reſent in another a Fault, 
of which he was himſelf moſt notoriouſly guilty. 
Af.er much Conſideration, he could derite this Be- 


} 


haviour from nothing better than a Capriciouſneſs 


in his Friend's Temper, from a kind of Inconſtancy | 


of 
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of Mind, which makes Men grow weary of their 
Friends, with no more Reaſon than they often are 


of their Miſtreſſes. To ſay the Truth, there are 


Jilts in Friendſhip as well as in Love; and by the Be- 
haviour of ſome Men in both, one would almoſt 
imagine that they induſtriouſly ſought to gain the 


Aﬀettions of others, with a View only of making 


the Parties miſerable, 


This was the Conſequence of the Colonel's Be- 


haviour to Booth. Former Calamities had affficted 


him, but this almoſt diſtracted him; and the more 
ſo, as he was not able well to account for ſuch Con- 


duct, nor to conceive the Reaſon of it. 


Amelia at his Return, preſently perceived the Dit. | 


turbance in his Mind, tho' he endeavoured with his 
utmoſt Power to hide it; and he was at length pre- 
vailed upon by her Entreaties to diſcover to her the 


Cauſe of it; which ſhe no ſooner: heard, than ſhe + 


applied as judicious a Remedy to his diſordered Spi- 
Tits, as either of thoſe great mental Phyſicians, Tu/ly 
or Afriſtotle, could have thought of. She uſed ma- 
ny Argument to perſuade- him that he was in an 


Error; and had miſtaken Forgetfulneſs and Careleſſ- 


neſs for a deſign'd Neglect. 
But as this. Phyſic was only eventually good, and 


as its Efficacy depended- on her being in the right, 
a Point in which ſhe was not apt to be too poſitive; 
' ſhe thought fit to add ſome Conſolation of a more 


certain and poſitive: kind. Admit,” faid.ſhe, * my 
Dear, that Mr. James ſhould prove the unaccoun- 


table Perſon you have ſuſpected, and ſhould, ih- 


out being able to alledge any Cauſe, withdraw his | 


Friendſhip from you, (for ſurely the Accident of 
burning his. Letter is too trifling and ridiculous to 
mention) why ſhould this grieve you ? The Obli- 


make his Misfortunes almoſt your own ; but. they 
ſhould: not, I think, make you ſee. his. Faults ſo 
very ſenſibly, eſpecially when by one-of the greateſt 


5 TT 


- 


cations he hath confer'd on you, I allow, ought to 


Faults in the World committed againſt yourſelf, 
he hath. conſiderably leſſened all Obligations: For 
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« ſure, if the fame Perſen who hath contributed to 1 
my Happinefs at one Time, doth every thing in In 
© his Power maliciouſly and wantonly to make me 4 
miſerable at another, I am very little obliged to I” 
« ſach a Perſon. And let it be a Comfort to my ol 
dear Billy, that hawever other Friends may prove 1 
falſe and fickle to him, he hath one Friend, whom _ 1 
no Inconſtancy of her own, nor any Change of his 1 
Fortune, nor Time, nor Age, nor Sickneſs, nor 1 
any Accident can ever alter; but who will eſteem, 1 
„will love and doat on him for ever.“ So ſaying, iy 
he flung her ſnowy Arms about his Neck, and gave 1 
him a- Careſs ſo tender, that it ſeemed almoſt to ba- 4 
lance all the Malice of his Fate. 5 ih 

And indeed; the Behaviour of Amelia would have 1 
made him completely happy, in-deffance of all adverſe } 
Circumſtances, had it not been for thoſe bitter In- 4 
gredients which he himſelf had thrown into his Cup; { 
and which prevented him from truly reliſhing his 1 
Amelia's Sweetneſs, by cruelly reminding him how 7 
unworthy he Was of this excellent Creature. | | 4 

Booth did not long remain in the dark as to the 1 
Conduct of James, which at firſt appeared to him „ 
to be ſo great a Myſtery, for this very Afternoon in 
he received a Letter from Miſs Mathews, which un- | fl. 
ravelled the whole Affair. By this Letter, which 1 
was full of Bitterneſs and upbraiding, he diſcovered i 
that James was his Rival with that Lady, and was iu 
indeed the identical Perſon who had ſent the 100].. | 9 
Note to Miſs Mathews, when in the Priſon. He 1 
had Reaſon to believe likewiſe, as well by the Letter 1 
as by other Circumſtances, that Jama had hitherto 1 
been an unſucceſsful Lover: for the: Lady, tho ſhe © = 
had forfeited-all Title to Virtue, had not yet ſo far » 


forfeited. all Pretenſions to Delicacy, as to be, like 
the Dirt in the Street, indifferently common to all. 
She diſtributed her Favours only to thoſe ſhe liked, 
in which Number that Gentleman had not the Hap- 
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5 pineſs of being included. | | 
| When Nest h had made this Diſcovery, he was f 
nos 40 little verſed in human- Nature, as any longer | 
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to heſitate at the true Motive to the Colonel's Con- 
duct; for he well knew how odious a Sight a happy 


Rival is to an unfortunate Lover. I believe he was 
in reality glad to aſſign the cold Treatment he had 


received from his Friend, to a Cauſe which, however 
- juſtifiable, is at the ſame time highly natural; and 
to acquit him of a Levity, Fickleneſs, and Caprice, 


which he muſt have been unwillingly obliged to have 


ſeen in a much worſe Light. 
He now reſolved to take the firſt Opportunity of 


accoſting the Colonel, and of coming to a perfect 


Explanation. upon the whole Matter. He debated 
likewiſe with himſelf, whether he ſhould not know 
himſelf at Amelia's Feet, and confeſs a Crime to her, 


which he found ſo little Hopes of concealing, and 


which he foreſaw would occaſion him ſo many Diffi- 


culties and Terrors to endeavour to conceal. Happy, 


had it been for him, had he wiſely purſued this Step; 


ſince in great Probability he would have received im- 


mediate Forgiveneſs from that beſt of Women; but 


he had not ſufficient Reſolution ; or to ſpeak, per- 


haps, more truly, he had too much Pride to confels 
his Guilt, and preferred the Danger of the higheſt 


Inconveniences to the Certainty of being put to the 


Bluſh. 


i. 


In which may appear that Violence is ſometimes 
done to the Name of Love. 


* 


hallowed Hands are forbidden to contaminate 
the Shoulders of the unfortunate, Booth went early 
to the Colonel's Houſe, and being admitted to his 
Preſence, began with great Freedom, though with 


great Gentleneſs, ta complain of his not having dealt 
with him with more Openneſs. Why, my dear 


Colonel, ſaid he, © would you not acquaint me 
with that Secret which this Letter bath diſcloſed? 


James 


HE N that happy Day came, in which un- 


0 
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James read the Letter, at which his Countenance 
changed more than once, and then after a ſhort Si- 
lence ſaid, Mr. Booth, T have been to blame, I 
own it; and you upbraid me with Juſtice. The 
true Reaſon was, that I was aſhamed of my own 
Folly. D—n me, Booth, if I have not been a 
moſt conſummate Fool, a veryDupe to this Woman, 
and ſhe hath a particular Pleaſure in making me ſc. 
1 know what the Impertinence of Virtue is, and I 
can ſubmit to it ; but to be treated thus by a Whore. 
You muſt forgive me, dear Booth; but your Succeſs 
wasa Kind of Triumph over me which I could not 
bear. I own I have not the leaſt Reaſon ta conceive 
any Anger againſt you; and yet, curſe me, if 1 

ſhould not have been leſs difpleafed at your lying 
with my own Wife; nay I could almoſt have parted 
with half my Fortune to you more willingly, than 
have ſuffered you to receive that Trifle of my Mo- 
ney, which you received at her Hands. However, 
I aſk your Pardon, and I promiſe you, I will never 
more think of yon with the leaſt II-will, on the 
account of this Woman; but as for her, d—n me, 
if I do not enjoy her by ſome means or other, what- 
ever it coſts me; for I am already above 200 J. out 
of Pocket, without having ſcarce had a Smile in 
return.“ a : x | 
Booth expreſt much Aſoniſhment at this Declara- 
tion; he ſaid, he could not conceive how it was poſ- 
{ble to have ſuck an Affection for a Woman, who 
did not ſhew the leaſt Inclination to return it. — James 
gave her a hearty Curſe; and ſaid, Pox of her In- 
* clination ; I want only the Poſſeſſion of her Perſon ; 
© and that you will allow is a very fine one. But, 
. © beſides my Paſſion for her, ſhe hath now piqued my 
Pride; ſor how can a Man of my Fortune brook © 
© being refuſed by a Whore ?? Since you are ſo ſet 
* on the Buſineſs,” cries Booth; you will excuſe my 
* ſaying ſo; I fancy you had better change your 
Method of applying to her: for, as ſhe is perhaps 
* the vaineſt Woman upon Earth, your Bounty may 
probably do you little Service, nay, may rather ac- 
| | | | tually 
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< tually diſoblige her. Vanity is plainly her predo- 
* minant Paſſion, and, if you will adminiſter” to that, 
© It will infallibly throw her into your Arms. To 
© this I attribute my own unfortunate Succeſs. While 
* ſhe relieved my Wants aud Diſtreſſes, ſhe was daily | 
«© feeding her own Vanity; whereas as every Gift of 
« yours aſſerted your Superiority, it rather offended ' 
* than' pleaſed her. Indeed Women generally love to 
be of the obliging Side; and if we examine their 
Favourites, we ſhall find them to be much oftner 
* ſuch as they have conferred Obligations on, than ' 
* ſuch as they have received them from. 

There was ſomething in this Speech which pleaſ- 
ed the Colonel; and he ſaid with a Smile, 
don't know how it is, Vili; but you know Women 
© better than I.“ Perhaps Colonel, anſwered Both, 
I have ſtudied their Minds more. © I don't however 
much envy you your Knowledge, reply'd the other: 
for | never think their Minds worth conſidering. - 
However, J hope I fhall profit a little by your Ex- 
« perience with Miſs Mathews. Damnation ſeize the 
proud inſolent Harlot! The Devil take me if I don't 
love her more than I ever loved a Woman! 

The reſt of their Converſation turned on Bots 
Affairs. The Colonel again reaſſumed the Part of a 
Friend, gave him the Remainder of the Money, 
and promiſed to take the firſt Opportunity of lay ing 
his Memorial before a great Man. 

Booth was greatly overjoyed at this Succeſs. No- 
thing now lay on his Mind, but to conceal his Frailty 
from Amelia, to whom he was afraid Miſs Mathers 
In the Rage of her Reſentment would communicate 
it. This Apprehenſion made him ſtay almoſt con- 
ſtantly at home ; and he trembled at every Knock at 
the Door. His Fear moreover betrayed him into a 
Meanneſs, which he would have heartily deſpiſed on 
any other Occaſion, This was to order the Maid to 
deliver him any Letter directed to Amelia, at the 
ſame time ſtrictly charging her not to acquaint he: 
Miſtreſs with her having received any ſuch Orders. 


A Ser- 
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A Servant of any Acuteneſs would have formed 
ſtrange Conjectures from ſuch an Injunction; but this 


poor Girl was of perfect Simplicity; ſo great indeed 


was her Simplicity, that had not Amelia been void 
of all Suſpicion of her Huſband, the Maid would 
have ſoon after betrayed her Maſter. | 

One Afternoon while they were drinking Tea, lit- 
tle Betty, ſo was the Maid called, came into the 
Room; and calling her Maſter forth, delivered him a 
Card which was direQed to Amelia, Booth having 
read the Card, on his Return into the Room, chid 
the Girl for calling him, ſaying, if you can read, 
Child, you muſt ſee it was directed to your Miſtreſs. 
—To this the Girl anſwered pertly enough. I am 
ſure, Sir, you ordered me to bring every Letter firſt 
to you- This Hint with many Women would have 
been ſufficient to have blown up the whole Affair; 
but Amelia, who heard what the Girl ſaid, through 
the Medium of Love and Confidence, ſaw. the Mat- 
ter in a much better Light than it deſerved; and look 
ing tenderly on her Huſband, ſaid, Indeed, my Love, 
© I muſt blame you for a Conduct, which perhaps.I 
© ought rather to praiſe, as it proceeds. only from the 


extreme Tenderneſs of your Affection. But why 


* will you endeavour to keep any Secrets from me ? 
© Believe me, for my own Sake you ought not, for 
* as you cannot hide the Conſequences, you. make 


me always ſuſpect ten times worſe than the Reality. : 


While I have you and my Children well before my 


© Eyes, J am capable of facing any News which can 
arrive: for what ill News can come (unleſs indeed 


* it concerns my little Babe in the Country) which 


* doth not relate to the Badneſs of our Circum- 


* ſtances? and thoſe, I thank Heaven, we have now 
* a fair Proſpect of retrieving. Beſides, dear Billy, 
* though my Underſtanding be much inferior to 
© yours, I have ſometimes. had the Happineſs of 

* luckily hitting on ſome Argument which hath af- 


* forded you Comfort. 'This you know, my Dear, : 


* was the Caſe with regard to Col. James, whom I 
* perſuaded you to think 'you had miſtaken, and 


* 
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vou ſee the Event proved me in the right,” So hay. 
pily, both ſor herſelf and Mr. Booth, did the Excel- 
1 this good Woman's Diſpoſition deceive her, 
and force her to ſee every thing in the moſt adyanta- 
geous Light to her Huſband. 


The Card being now inſpected was found to con- 


tain the Compliments of Mrs. James to Mrs. Booth, 
with'an Account of her being arrived in Town, and 
having brought with her a very great Cold. Ane. 
lia was overjoyed at the News of her Arrival; and 
having dreſt herſelf in the utmoſt Hurry, left her 
Children co the Care of her Huſband, and ran away to 
pay her Reſpects to her Friend, whom ſhe loved with 
' a moſt ſincere Affection. But how was ſhe diſappoint- 
ed, when eager with the utmoſt Impatience, and 
exulting with the Thoughts of preſently ſeeing her 
beloved Friend, ſhe was anſwered at the Door that 


the Lady was not at home? nor could ſhe, upon telling 


her Name, obtain any Admiſſion. This, conſider- 
ing the Account ſhe had received of the Lady's Cold, 
greatly ſurprized her; and ſhe returned home very 
much vexed at her Diſappointment. 

Amelia, who had no Suſpicion that Mrs. Jams, 
was really at home, and, as the Phraſe is, was de- 
nied, would have made a ſecond Viſit the next 
Morning, had the not been prevented by a Cold, 
which ſhe herſelf now got, and which was attended 
with a flight Fever. This confined her ſeveral Days 
to her Houſe, during which Booth officiated as her 
Nurſe, and never ſtirred from her. 5 

In all this Time ſhe heard not a Word from Mrs. 
Fames, which gave her ſome Uneaſineſs, but more 
Afoniſhment. The tenth Day when ſhe was perfect- 
ly recovered, about nine in the Evening, when he 
and her Huſband were juſt going to Supper, ſhe 
heard a moſt violent Thundering at the Door, and 
preſently after a Ruſtling of Silk upon her Stair- Caſe, 
at the ſame Time a female Voice cried out pretty 
loud —— Bleſs me! what am I to climb up ano- 
ther Pair of Stairs?' Upon which, Amelia, who 
well knew the Voice, preſently ran to the 3 hs 
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uſhered in Mrs. Fames moſt ſplendidly dreſt; who 


t on as formal a Countenance, and made as formal 
2 Courteſie to her old Friend, as if ſhe had been her 
very diſtant Acquaintance. 2 


Poor Amelia, who was going to ruſh into her | 
Friend's Arm, was ſtruck motionleſs by this Beha- 


vieur ; but recollecting her Spirits, as ſhe had an ex- 
cellent Preſence of Mind, -ſhe preſently underſtood 
what the Lady meant, and reſolved to treat her in 


her own way. Down therefore the Company ſat, and 


Silence prevailed for ſome time, during which Mrs. 


James ſurveyed the Room with more Attention than 
the would have beſtowed on one much finer. At 


length the Converſatioa began, in which the Wea- 
ther and the Diverſions of the Town, were well 
canvaſſed. Amelia, who was a Woman of great Hu- 


mour, performed her Part to Admiration ; ſo that a 
By-ſtander would have doubted, in every other Arti- 


cle than Dreſs, which of the two was the moſt ac- 
compliſhed fine Lady. | 125 

Alfter a Viſit of twenty Minutes, during which not 
a Word of any former Occurrences was mentioned, 
nor indeed any Subject of Diſcourſe ſtarted, except 
only thoſe two above-mentioned, Mrs. James roſe from 
her Chair, and retired in the ſame formal Manner in 
which ſhe had approached. We will purſue her, for 
the ſake of the Contraſt, during the reſt of the Even- 


ing. She went from Amelia directly to a Rout, ' 


where ſhe ſpent two Hours in a Crowd of Company, 


' talked again and again over the Diverſions and News 


of the Town, played two Rubbers at Whiſk, and 
then retired to her own Apartment, where having 
palt another Hour in undreſſing herſelf, ſhe went to 
Bed by herſelf; e 1425 
Booth and his Wife, the Moment their Companion 
was gone, ſat down to Supper on a Piece of cold 


Meat, the Remains of their Dinner: Aſter which, 


over a Pint of Wine, they entertained themſelves for 
a while with the ridiculous Behaviour of their Viſi- 
tant. But Amelia declaring ſhe rather ſaw her as the 


Object of Pity than Anger, turned the Diſcourſe to 
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38 . Book IV. 
pleaſanter Topicks. The little Actions of their Chil- 
dren, the former Scenes, and future Proſpects of 
their Life, furniſhed them with many pleaſant Ideas, 
and the Contemplation of Ameiia's Recovery threw 
Booth into Raptures, At length they retired, and 
with mutual Defires, and equal Warmth, flew into 
each other's Arms. Fo | 12 

It is poſſible ſome Readers may be no leſs ſurprized 
at the Behaviour of Mrs. James, than was Amelia 
herſelf, ſince they may have perhaps received ſo fa- 
vourable an Impreſſion of that Lady from the Ac- 
count given of her by Mr. Booth, that her preſent 
Demeanour may ſeem unnatural and inconſiſtent with 
her former Character. But they will be pleaſed to 
conſider the great Alteration in hes Circumſtances, 
from a State of Dependency on. a Brother, who was 
himſelf no better than a Soldier of Fortune, to that 
of being Wife to a Man of a very large Eſtate, and 
conſiderable Rank in Life. And what was her pre- 
ſent Behaviour more than that of a fine Lady, who 
conſidered Form and Show as eſſential Ingredients of 
human Happineſs, and imagined all Friendſhip to | 
conſiſt in Ceremony, Curt'fies, Meſſages and Viſits ? 
In which Opinion ſhe hath che Honour of the Con- 
currence of much the larger Part of one Sex, and 


no ſmall Number of the other. 


CHAP. vn. 


Containing @ very extraordinary and pleaſant 
Incident. e | 5 
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HE next Evening Booth and Amelia went to 

walk in the Park with their Children. They 
were now on the Verge of the Parade, and Booth 
was deſcribing to his Wife the ſeveral Buildings round 
it; when on a ſudden Amelia miſſing her little Boy 
cried out, where's little Billy ? upon which Booth 
caſting his Eyes over the Graſs ſaw a Foot-Soldier 
making the Boy at a little Diſtance: At this . 
: without 


without making any Anſwer to his Wife, he leapt 
over the Rails; and running directly up to the Fel- 
low, who had a Firelock with a Bayonet fixed in his 
Hand, he ſeized him by the Collar, and tript up his 
Heels, and at the ſame Time wreſted his Arms from 
him. A Serjeant upon Duty ſeeing the Aﬀray at ſome 
Diſtance ran preſently up, and being told what had 
happened, gave the Centinel a hearty Curſe, and 
told him he deſerved to be hanged. A By-itander 
gave this Information ; for Booth was returned with 
his little Boy to meet Amelia, who ſtaggered tow ards 
him as faſt as ſhe could, all pale and breathleſs, and 


ſcarce able to ſupport her tottering Limbs. The 


Serjeant now came up to Booth, to make an Apology 
for the Behaviour of the Soldier, when of a iudden 
he turned almoſt as pile as Amelia herſelf. He ſtood 
filent whilſt Booth was employed in comforting and 
recovering his Wife; and then addreſſing himſelf to 
him, ſaid, * bleſs me! Lieutenant, could I imagine 
it had been your Honour; and was it my little 
* Maſter that the Raſcal uſed ſo — I am glad 1 did 
* not know it, for I ſhould certainly have run my 
« Halbert into him.” | 


Booth preſently recognized his old faithful Servant | 
Atkinſon, and gave him a hearty Greeting; ſaying he 


was very glad to ſee him in his preſent Situation, 
Whatever I am,' anſwered the Serjeant, I ſhall 
always think I owe it to your Honour.“ Then ta- 
king the little Boy by the Hand —he cried, © what a 

vaſt fine young Gentleman Maſter is grown!” and 


curſing the Soldier's Inhumanity ſwore heartily he 


would make him pay for it. | 

As Amelia was much diſordered with her Fright, 
ſhe did not recolle& her Foſter- Brother, till he 
was introduced to her by Booth; but ſhe no ſoon- 
er knew him, than ſhe beſtowed a moſt obliging 
Smile on him; and calling him by the Name of honeſt 
foe, ſaid ſhe was heartily glad to ſee him in England. 
— See, my Dear,” cries Booth, what Prefer- 
ment your old Friend is come to. You would 


ſcarce know him, I believe, in his preſent State of 
| | E 2 | Finery 
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Finery. * T am very well pleaſed to fee it, an- 


wered Amelia, and I wiſh him Joy of being made 
an Officer, with all my Heart.“ In fact, from 
ſwhat Mr. Booth ſaid, joined to the Serjeant's laced 
Coat, ſhe believed that he had obtained a Commiſſion, 
So weak and abſurd is human Vanity, that this Mi- 
ſtake of Amelia's poſſibly put poor 4:kin/on out of 
Countenance ; for he looked at this Inſtant more filly 
than he had ever done in his Life; and making her a 
moſt reſpectful Bow muttered ſomething about Ob- 
ligations, in a ſcarce articulate or intelligible Manner, 

The Serjeant had indeed. among many other Qua- 


lities, that Modeſty which a Latin Author honours by 


the Name of ingenuous: Nature had given him this, 
nctwithſtanding the Meanneſs of his Birth; and ſix 
Years Converſation in the Army, had not taken it 
_ away. To ſay the Truth, he was a noble Fellow; 
and Amelia by ſuppoſing he had a Commiſtion in tlie 
Guards had been guilty of no Affront to that honour- 
able Body. . 
Heer had a real Affection for Atkinſon, tho' in fact 
de knew not helf his Merit. He acquainted him 


with his Lodgings, where he earneſtly deſired to ſec 


B : ; 
Amelia, who was far from being recovered from 


the Terrors into which the ſeeing her Hufband enga- 


ged with the Soldier had thrown her, deſired to go 
home ; nor was ſhe well able to walk without ſome Afi- 


ſtance. While ſhe ſupported herſelf therefore on her 


Hufband's Arm, ſhe told 4tki»/on, ſhe ſhould he ob- 
liged to him, if he would take Care of the Children. 

e readily accepted the Office; but upon offering his 
Hand to Miſs, ſhe refuſed, and burſt into Tears. 
Upon which the tender Mother reſipned Booth to her 
Children, and put herſelf under the Serjeant's Pro- 
tection; who conducted her ſafe home, tho' ſhe often 
declared ſhe feared ſhe ſhould drop down by the Way. 
The Fear of which ſo affected the Serjeant, (for 
befides the Honour which he himſelf had for the 
Lady, he knew how tenderly his Friend loved her) 
hat he was unable to ſpeak ; and had not his Nerves 


been 
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been ſo ſtrongly braced that nothing could ſhake 
them, he had enough in his Mind to have ſet him a 

trembling equally with the Lady. | 
When they arrived at the Lodgings, the Miſtreſs of 
the Houſe opened the Door, who ſeeing Amelia's 

Condition, threw open the Parlour, and begged her 
to walk in; upon which ſhe immediately flung her- 

ſelf into a Chair; and all preſent thought ſhe would 
have fainted away. However ſhe efcaped that Mi- 


ſery, and having drank a Glaſs of Water with a little 


white Wine mixed in it, ſhe began in a little Time 
to regain her Complexion, and at length aſſured 
Booth that ſhe was perfectly recovered ; but declared 
ſhe had never undergone ſo much, and earneſtly beg- 
ged him never to be ſo raſh for the future. She then 
called her little Boy, and gently chid him; faying, 


you muſt never do ſo more, Billy; you ſee what 


* Miſchief you might have brought upon your Father; 
and what you have made me ſuffer.“ La! Mamma,” 
faid the Child, what Harm did I do? I did not 


* know that People might not walk in the green Fields 


in London. I am ſure if I did a Fault, the Man 
* puniſhed me enough for it; for he pinched me al- 
* moſt through my ſlender Arm.“ He then bared his 
little Arm, which was greatly diſcoloured by the In- 
Jury it had received Booth uttered a moſt argadful 
Execration at this Sight; and the Serjeant, who was 
now preſent, did the Jike. | 1 8 

Athinſon now returned to his Guard, and went di- 
rectly to the Officer to acquaint him with the Soldier's 
Inhumanity ; but he who was about fifteen Years of 
Age, gave the Serjeant a great Curſe, and ſaid the 
Soldier had done very well; for that idle Boys ought 
to be corrected. This however did not fatisfy poor 
Athinſon, who the next Day, as ſoon as the Guard was 
relieved, beat the Fellow moſt unmercifully, and told 
him he would remember him as long as he ſtayed in 
the Regiment. „ 5 

Thus ended this trifling Adventure, which ſome 
Readers will perhaps be pleaſed with ſeeing related 
at full Length. None, I think, can fail drawing 
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one Obſervation from it ; namely, how capable the 


moſt inſignificant Accident is of diſturbing human 
Happineis, and of producing the moſt unexpected 
and dreadful Events. A Reflection which may 
ſerve to many moral and religious Uſes. 

This Accident produced the firſt Acquaintance 
between the Miftreſs of the Houſe, and her Lodgers; 


for hitherto they had ſcarce exchanged a Word to- 


gether. But the great Concern which the good 
Woman had ſhewn on Amelia's Account at this 
Time, was not likely to paſs unobſorv'd, or. un- 


_ thanked either by the Huſband or Wife. Amelia 


therefore, as ſoon as ſhe was able to go up Stairs, 
invited Mrs. Elliſon (for that was her Name) to her 


Apartment, and deſired the Favour of her to ſtay to 


Supper. She readily complied ; and they paſt a ve- 
Ty agreeable Evening together, in which the two 
Women ſeemed to have conceived a moſt extraordi- 
nary Liking to each other. | 

Tho' Beauty in general doth not greatly recom- 


mend one Woman to another, as it is too apt to 


create Envy; yet m Caſes where this Paſlion doth 


not interfere, a fine Woman is often a pleaſing 


Object even to ſome of her own Sex; elpeci-Ily 
when her Beauty is attended with a certain Air of 


Affability, as was that of Amelia in the higheft De- 


gree. | 5 ED 
Mrs. Elli ſon therefore was as much charmed with 


the Lovelineſs of her fair Lodger, as with all her 


other engaging Qualities. She was indeed ſo taken 
with Amelia's Beauty, that ſhe could not refrain from 
crying out in a kind of Tranſport of Admiration, 
* upon my Word, Captain Booth, you are the hap- 
« picſt Man in the World. Your L:dy is ſo ex- 


* (remely handſome, that one cannot look at her 


without Pleaſure.” | 

This good Woman herſelf had none of theſe at- 
tractive Charms to the Eye. Her Perſon was ſhort 
'and immoderately fat; her Features were none of 
the moſt regular; and her Complexion (if indeed 
ſhe ever had a good one) had conſiderably ſuffered 
ty Tim. -- 5 | | 
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Her good Humour and Complaiſance, however, 


were highly pleaſing to Amelia. Nay,” why ſhould 
we conceal the Secret Satisfaction which that Lady 
telt from the Compliments paid to her Perſon ? ſince 
ſuch of my Readers as like her beſt will not be ſor- 
ry to find that ſhe was a Woman. | 


CHAP. VII. 


Containing various Matters. 
Fortnight had now paſt, ſince Booth had ſeen 
A or heard from the Colonel ; which did not a 
little ſurprize him, as they had parted ſo good Friends, 
and as he had. ſo cordially undertaken his Cauſe 
concerning the Memorial, on which all his Hopes 
depended. | | | 
The Uneaſineſs which this gave him, farther en- 
creaſed on finding that his Friend refuſed to ſee him : 
for he had paid the Colonel a Viſit at nine in the 
Morning, and was told he was not ſtirring ; and at 
his Return back an Hour afterwards, the Servant 
ſaid his Maſter was gone out; of which Booth was 


certain of the Falſehood : for he had, during that 


whole Hour, walked backwards and forwards withine 
Sight of the Colonel's Door, and muſt have ſeen him, 
if he had gone out within that Time. 

The good Colonel however did not long ſuffer 
his Friend to continue in the deplorable State of 
Anxiety; for the very next Morning Booth received 
his Memorial incloſed in a Letter, acquainting him 
that Mr. James had mentioned his Affair to the Per- 
ſon he propoſed ; but that the great Man had ſo 
miny Engagements on his Hands, that it was im- 
poſſible for him to make any further Promiſes at 
this 'D me. | 5 DET 

The cold and diſtant Stile of this Letter, and in- 
deed the whole Behaviour of Fames, ſo different 
from what it had been formerly, had ſomething ſo 
myſteriqus in it, that it greatly puzzled and per- 
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plexed poor Booth; and it was ſo long before he 
was able to ſolve it, that the Reader's Curioſity will 
perhaps be obliged to us for not leaving him ſo long e 
in the dark as to this Matter. The true Reaſon ( 
then of the Colonel's Conduct was this: his un- * 
bounded Generoſity, together with the unbounded k 
Exttavagance, and conſequently the great Neceſſity fa 
of Miſs Mathews, had at length overcome the Cru. K 
elty of that Lady, with whom he likewiſe had lucki- jt 
ly no Rival. Above all, the Deſire of being re- th 
venged on Booth, with whom ſhe was to the higheſt fo 
Degree enraged, had perhaps contributed not a lit- 1 

tle to his Succeſs: for, ſhe had no ſooner conde- | 
ſcended io a Familiarity with her new Lover, and ir 
diſcovered that Captain James, of whom ſhe had 10 
heard ſo much from Booth, was no other than the iden- 8 


tical Colonel, than ſhe employed every Art of which be 
ſhe was Miſtreſs, to make an utter Breach of Friend- 
ſhip between theſe two. For this Purpoſe ſhe did {MW vil 
not ſcruple to inſinuate, that the Colonel was not 0 
at all obliged to the Character given of him by his on 
Friend ; and to the Account of this latter ſhe placed 2. 
moſt of the Cruelty which ſhe had ſhewn to the 0 
former. | | = 
Had the Colonel made a proper Uſe of his Reaſon, 4 
and fairly examined the Probability of the Fact, he "1 
could ſcarce have been impoſed upon to believe a A 

Matter ſo inconſiſtent with all he knew of Booth, 2 
and in which that Gentleman muſt have ſinned a- *C 
gainſt all the Laws of Honour without any viſible =3 
Temptation. But in ſolemn fact, the Colonel was M 
ſo intoxicated with his Love, that it was in the Power ow 
of his Miftreſs to have perſuaded him of any Thing; but 
beſides, he had an Intereſt in giving her Credit : the 
for he was not a little pleaſed with finding a Reaſon {el 
for hating the Man, whom he could not help hat- Mi 
ing without any Reaſon, at leaſt, without any which Bre 
be durſt fairly aſſign even to himſelf. Henceforth io! 
therefore he abandoned all Friendſhip for Booth, and 


was more inclined to put him out of the World, than a 
to endeavour any longer at ſupporting him in it. 0 - 
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Booth communicated this Letter to his Wife, who 
endeavoured, as uſual, to the utmoſt of he- Power 
to conſole him under one of the greateſt Afflictions 
which, I think, can befal a Man, namely, the Un- 
kindneſs of a Friend; but he had luckily at the 
ſame time the greateſt Bleſſing in his Poſſeſſion, the 
Kindneſs of a faithful and beloved Wife. A Bleſ-., . 
ing however, which tho' it compenſates moſt of 
the Evils of Life, rather ſerves to aggravate the Miſ- 
fortune of diſtreſs'd Cireumſtances, from the Conſide- 
ration of the Share which ſhe is to bear in them. 
This Afternoon Amelia received a ſecond Viſit 
from Mrs. Elliſon, who acquainted her that ſhe had 
a Preſent of a Ticket for the Oratorio, which would 
carry two Perſons into the Gallery; and therefore 
begged the Favour of her Company thither. | 
Amelia, with many Thanks, acknowledged the Ci- 
vility of Mrs. Elliſon; but declined accepting her 
Offer; upon which Booth very Frrenuouſly inſiſted 
on her going, and ſaid to her, my Dear, if yo 
* knew the Satisfaction IJ have in any of your Plea- 
* ſures, I am convinced you would not refuſe the Fa- 
vour Mrs. Elliſon is fo kind to offer you; for, 
* as you area Lover of Muſick, you, who have ne- 
© ver been at an Oratorio, I cannot coneeive how you 
will be delighted. I well know your Goodneſs 
* my Dear, anſwered Amelia, but I cannot think 
* of leaving my Children without ſome Perſon more 
proper to take care of them than this poor Girl. 
Mrs. Elliſon removed this Objection, by offering her 
own Servant, a very diſcreet Matron, to attend them ; 
but notwithſtanding this, and all ſhe could ſay with 
the Aſſiſtance of Broth , and of the Children them- 
ſelves, Amelia ſtill perſiſted in her Refuſal ; and the 
| Miſtreſs of the Houſe, who knew how far good 
Breeding allows Perſons to be preſſing on theſe Occa- 
ſions, took her Leave. | | 
She was no ſooner departed, than Amelia looking 
tenderly on her Huſband ſaid, how can you, my 
dear Creature, think that Muſic hath any Charms 
for me at this Time -— Or indeed do you believe 
* that I am capable of any Senſatian ae the 
„ | St Nam e 
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Name of Pleaſure, when neither you nor my Chil- 

© dren are preſent, or bear any part of it?*' 
An Officer of the Regiment to which Booth had 
formerly belonged, hearing from Aeliuſin where he 
lodged, now came to pay him a Viſit. He told 
him that ſeveral of their old Acquaintance were to 
meet the next Wedneſday at a Tavern, and very 
ſtrongly preſſed him to be one of the Company, 
Booth was in truth what is called a hearty Fellow, 

and loved now and then to take à chearful Glaſs with 
his Friends; but he excuſed himſelf at this Time. 


His Friend declared he would take no Denial, and 


he growing very importunate, Amelia at length ſe- 
conde. him. Upon this Booth anſwered, * well, 
my Dear. ſince you deſire me, I will comply, but 
on one Condition, that you go at the ſame time 
to the Oratorio.” Amelia thought this Requeſt rea- 
ſonable enough, and gave her Conſent ; of which 
Mrs. Elliſon preſently received the News, and with 
great Satisfaction. | 


It may perhaps be aſked why Booth could go to 
the Tavern, and not to the Oratorio with his Wife. 


In truth then, the Tavern was within hallowed 
Ground, that is to ſay, in the Verge of the Court: 
for of five Officers that were to meet there, three 
beſides Booth were confined to that Air, which hath 
been always found extremely wholeſome to a broker 
military Conſtitution. And here if the good Reader 
will pardon' the Pun, he will ſcarce be offended at 


the Obſervation ; ſince how is it poſſible that with- 


out running in Debt any Perſons ſhould maintain 
the Dreſs and Appearance of a Gentleman, whoſe 
Income is not half ſo good as that of a Porter? 
It is true, that this Allowance, fmall as it is, is a 
great Expence to the Public; but if ſeveral more 
unneceſſary Charges were ſpared, the Public might 
perhaps bear a little Encreaſe of this without much 

feeling it. They would not, I am ſure, have equal 


' Reaſon to complain at contributing to the Mainte- 


nance of a Set of brave Fellows, who, at the Ha- 


zard of their Health, their Limbs and their Lives, 


have maintained the Safety and Honour of their 
. : Country; 


4 


Country ; as when they find themſelves taxed to the 
Support of a Set of Drones, who have not the leaſt 


Merit or Claim to their Favour ; and who, with- 
out contributing in any manner to the 90 od of the. 


Hive, live luxuriouſly on the Labours of the indu- 
ſtrious Bee. | 


CHAP. IX. 


In which Amelia, with her Friend goes to the 


Oratorio. 


FY Othing happened becween the Merday and 
| the Wedneſday worthy a Place in this Hiſtory. 
Upon the Evening of the latter the two Ladies went 
to the Oratorio, and were there time enough to get 
a firſt Row in the Gallery. Indeed there was only 
one Perſon in the Honſe when they, came : for Ame- 
lia's Inclinations, when ſhe gave a Looſe to them, 
were pretty eager for this Diverſion, ſhe being a 
great Lover of Muſic, and particularly of Mr. Han- 
4's Compoſitions. Mrs. Alliſon was, I ſuppoſe, a great 
Lover likewiſe of Muſic, for ſhe was the more impa- 


tient of the two ; which was rather the more extraor- 


dinary, as . theſe Entertainments were not ſuch No- 
velties to her as they were to poor Amelia. 

Tho' our Ladies arrived full two Hours before 
they ſaw the Back of Mr. Hande/; yet this Time 
of Expectation did not hang extremely heavy on their 
Hands; for beſides their own Chat, they had the 
Company of the Gentleman, whom they found at 
their. firſt Arrival in the Gallery; and who, though 
plainly, or rather roughly dreſſed, very luckily for 
the Women, happened to be not only well-bred, but 
a Perſon of very lively Converſation. The Gen- 
tleman on his part ſeemed highly charmed with 4- 


melia, and in fact was ſo ; for, though he reſtrained 


| himſelf entirely within the Rules of Good-breeding, 
yet was he,in the higheſt Degree officious to catch 
at every Opportunity of ſhewing his an and 
VV | doing 
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doing her little Services. He procured her a Book 
and Wax-Candle, and held the Candle for her him- 
ſelf during the whole Entertainment. 

At the End of the Oratorio, he declared he 
would not leave the Ladies till he had ſeen them 
ſafe into their Chairs or Coach; and at the ſame 

time very earneſtly entreated that he might have 
the Honour of waiting on them. Upon which Mrs. 
Elliſon, who was a very good-humoured Woman, 
anſwered, © Ay ſure, Sir, if you pleaſe; you have 
been very obliging to us; and a Diſh of Tea 
© ſhall be at your Service at any time; and then 

told him where ſhe lived. = 
The Ladies were no ſooner ſeated in their Hack- 
ney-coach, than Mrs. Elliſon burſt into a loud Laugh- 
ter, and cried, * I'll be hanged, Madam, if you 
© have not made a Conqueſt to-night; and what 
© 1s very pleaſant, I believe the poor Gentleman 
© takes you for a ſingle Lady.” © Nay,” anſwered M f 
Amelia very gravely, * I proteſt I began to think at tl 
< laſt he was rather too particular, though he did hi 
not venture at a Word that I could be offended at; T 
but if you fancy any ſuch thing, I am ſorry you Ve 
invited him to drink Tea.“ Why ſo?” replied A 
Mrs. Elliſan, Are you angry with, a Man for lik- a 
ing you? If you are, you will be angry with ſo, 
© almoſt every Man that ſees you. If. I was a Man 
< myſelf, I declare I ſhould be in the Number of 
* your Admirers. Poor Gentleman; I pity him 
« heartily ; he little knows that you have not a 
© Heart to. diſpoſe of. For my own Part, I ſhould 
© not be ſurpriſed at ſeeing a ſerious Propoſal of 
Marriage: for I am convinced he is a Man of For- 
© tune, not only by the Politeneſs of his Addreſs, 
but by the fineneſs of his Linen, and that valua- 
ble Diamond-Ring on his Finger. But you will 
© ſee more of him when he comes to Tea.“ In- 
© deed I ſhall not,” anſwered Amelia, © tho” I believe 
vou only rally me; I hope you have a better O- 
pinion of me, than to think I wouid go willingly ö 
s into the Company of a Man, who had an impro- 
ns Ro | per 
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per Liking for me.“ Mrs. Elliſin, who was one of 
the gayelt Women in the World, repeated the Words, 
improper Liking, With a Laugh; and cried, © My 
dear Mrs. Booth, believe me, you are too ha 95 
( ſome and too good-humour'd for a Prude. How 
can you affect being offended at what I am con- 
« vinced: is the greateſt Pleaſure of Womankind, 
and chiefly I believe of us virtuous Women ? for I 
* aſſure you, notwithſtanding my Gaiety, I am as 
© virtuous as any Prude in Europe.” Far be it from 
me, Madam, ſaid Amelia, to ſuſpect the contrary 
of Abundante of Women, who indulge theinielves 
in much greater Freedoms than I mould take, or 
have any Pleaſure in taking: for I foletanly proteſt, | 
i I know my own Heart, the liking of ail Men, 
but of one, is a Matter quite indiffer ent to me, or 
rather would be highly difagreeable.” 
This Diſcourſe brought them, home, where Anolis 
finding her Children eel, and her Huſband not re- 
turned, invited her Companion to partake of her 
homely Fare, and down they fat to Supper together. 
The. Clock" ſtruck twelve; and no News being crri- 
| red of Booth, Mrs. 'E1/i/5# began to expreſs ſome 
| Aſtoniſhment at his Stay, whence ſhe launched into 
a general Reflexion on Huſbands, and ſoon paſt to 
ſome particular Invectives on her own. Ah, my 
5 dear Madam,” ſays ſhe, © I know the preſent State 
f * of your Mind by what I have myſelf often felt 
| WM * formerly: I am no Stranger to the melancholy 
a 
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* 


* 


* 


Fond of a Midnight Clock. It was my Misfortune 


to drag on a heavy Chain above fifteen Years W. = 
f a fotriſh Voke· fellow. But how can I wonder at n 


Fate; fince I ſee even your ſuperior Charms can t 
„ * confine a-Huſband from the bewitching Pleaſures of 
5 4 Bottle.“ Indeed, Madam,“ ſays Amelia, |: 
I have no Reaſon to complain, Mr. Pooth is ons t 
. the ſobereſt of Men; but now and then to . 


a late Hour with bis Friend, is, I tnink, bil 
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Here Boozb came in and interrupted the Diſcourſe, 


Amelia's Eyes flaſhed with Joy the Moment he ap- 


peared ; and he diſcovered no leſs Pleaſure in ſeeing 
her. His Spirits were indeed a little elevated with 


Wine, ſo as to heighten his Good-humour, without 


in the leaſt diſordering his Underſtanding, and made 


him ſuch delightful Company, that though it was 


paſt one in the Morning, neither his Wife, nor Mrs, 

Elliſon, thought of their Beds during a whole Hour. 
Early the next Morning the Serjeant came to Mr. 

Booth's Lodgings, and with a melancholy Counte- 


nance acquianted him, that he had been the Night 
before at an Ale-houſe, where he heard one Mr. 
Murphy an Attorney declare, that he would get a 

Warrant backed againſt one Capt. Booth at the next 


Board of Green Cloth. IJ hope, Sir, ſaid he, 
* your Fonour will pardon me; but by what he faid, 
I was afraid he meant your Honour; and there- 
© fore I thought it my Duty to tell you; for I knew 


the ſame thing happen to a Gentleman here t'other 


100 
Booth gave Mr. Atkinſon many Thanks for his In- 


formation, I doubt not,” ſaid he, but I am the 


© Perſon meant; for it would be fooliſh in me to 


deny that J am liable to Apprehenſions of that Sort.“ 


] hope, Sir,” ſaid the Serjeant, © your Honour will 
+ ſoon have Reaſon to fear no Man living; but in the 
mean time, if any Accident ſhould happen, my 


Hail is at your Service as far as it will go; and I. 


am a Houſekeeper, and can ſwear myſelf worth 
* 100 Which hearty and friendly Declaration re- 
ceived all thoſe Acknowledgments from Booth, which 
x really deſerved. | x ; 
'Fhe poor Gentleman was greatly alarmed at this 
News; but he was aliozether as much ſurprized at 


Aurphy's being the Attorney employed againſt him, 


45 all his Debts, except only to Capt. James, aroſe 
in the Country, where he did not know that Mr. 
Murphy had any Acquaintance. However, he made 
no doubt that he was the Perſon intended, and re- 

:” | . | ſolved 
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ſolved to remain a cloſe Priſoner in his own Lodg- 
ings, till he ſaw the Event of a Propoſal which had 
been made him the Evening before at the Tavern, 
where an honeſt Gentleman, who had a Poſt under 
the Government, and who was one of the Company, 
had promiſed to ſerve him with the Secretary at War, 
telling him, that he made no doubt of procuring him 
whole Pay in a Regiment abroad, which in his pre- 
ſent Circumſtances was very highly worth his Ac- 
ceptance ; when indeed that, and a Goal, ſeemed to 
be the only Alternatives that offered themſelves to his 
Choice. | | 
Mr. Booth and his Lady ſpent that Afternoon with 
Mrs. Eiliſan. An Incident which we ſhould ſcarce 
have mentioned, hadit not been that Amelia gave, 
on this Occaſion, an Inſtance of that Prudence which 
can never be too circumſpe& in married Women vt 
Delicacy-: for before ſhe would couſent to drink 
Tea with Mrs Elliſon, ſhe made Conditions, that 
the Gentlemen who had. met them at the Oratorio 
ſhould not be let in. Indeed this Circumſpection 
proved unneceflacy in the preſent Inſtance; for no 
ſuch Viſitor ever came; a Circumſtance which gave 
ou Content to Amelia: for that Lady had been a 
little uneaſy at the Raillery of Mrs. Elliſan, and had 
upon, Reflection magnified every little Compliment 
made her, and every little Civility ſhewn her by the 
unknown Gentleman, far beyond tie Truth. "Theſe 
Imaginations, now all ſubſided again ; and ſhe im- 
puted all that Mrs. Elliſon had faid, either to Raillery 
or Miſtake. : 
A young Lady made a fourth with them at Whiſk, 
and likewiſe ſtayed the whole Evening. Her Name 
was Bennet. She was about the Age of five and 
twenty ; but Sickneſs had given her an older Look, 
and had a good deal diminithed her Beauty ; of which, 
young as ſhe was, ſhe plainly appeared to have only 
the Remains in her preſent Poſſeſſion. She was in 
one particular the very Reverſe of Mrs. Elliſan, being 


altcgether as remarkably grave as the other was gay. 
1 . This 
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This Gravity was not however attended with any 
Sourneſs of Temper: On the contrary, ſhe had much 


Sweetneſs in her Countenance, and was perfectly well- 


bred. In ſhort, Amelia imputed her grave Deport- 
'ment to her. ill Health, and began to  entertaina 
Compaſſion for her, Which in good Minds, that is to 


ay, in Minds capable of Compaſſion, is certain to 


introduce ſome little Degree of Love or Friendſhip. 
Amelia was in ſhort ſo pleaſed with the Converſa- 
tion of this Lady, that, though a Woman of no im- 
pertinent Curioſity, ſhe could not help. taking the firſt 
Opportunity of enquiring who ſhe was. Mrs. E/1i/oz 
ſaid, that ſhe was an unhappy Lady, who had mar- 
ried a young Clergy man for Love, who, dying of a 
Conſumption, had left her a Widow in very indiffe- 
rent Circumſtances. This Account made Amelia ſtill 
pity her more, and conſequently added to the Liking 
Which fhe had already conceived: for her. Amciia 
therefore deſired Mrs. Elliſon to bring her acquainted 
with Miſtreſs Bennet, and ſaid ſhe would go any Day 
with her to make that Lady a Viſit. * There need 
be no Ceremony, critd Mrs, Elliſon, © ſhe is a Wo- 
man of no Form: And as I ſaw plainly ſhe was 
extremely pleafed with Mrs. Booth, I. am convinc- 
ed ] can bring her to drink Tea with you any Af— 
* ternoon you pleaſe.” I 

The two next Days Booth continued at home, 
highly to the Satisfaction of his 4meiia, who really 
knew no Happineſs out of his Company, nor ſcarce 


any Miſery in it. She had indeed at all Times ſo 


Ich of his Company when in his Power, that ſhe 
ad no Occaſion to aſſign any particular Reaſon, for 
nis ſtaying with her, and — anodic Þ could give 
her no Cauſe of Suſpicion. | The, Saturday one of her 


Children was a little diſordered with a feveriſn Com- 


plaint, which confined her. to her Room, and pre- 
vented her drinking Tea in the Afternoon with her 
Huſband in Mrs, Elliſon's Apartment, where a noble 
Lord, a Couſin of Mrs. Elliſans happened to he pre- 
| ; oe „„ „ 46, en 


- 


— 


Go % „ 
ſent ; for though that Lady was reduced in her Cir- 
cunſtances, and obliged to let out Part of her Houſe 
in Lodgings, ſhe Was born of a good Family, and 
had ſome conſiderable Relations. Too. 
His Lordſhip was not himſelf in any Office of 
State; but his Fortune gave him great Authority with 
thoſe who were. Mrs, Elliſon therefore very bluntly F 
took an Opportunity of recommending Both to his 
Conſideration. She took the firſt Hint from my 
Lord's calling the Gentleman Captain——To which 
ſhe anſwered —— Ay, I wiſh your Lordſhip would 
make him ſo, It would be but an Act of Juſtice, 
and I know it is in your Power to do much greater 
things. She then mentioned Booth's Services, and 
the Wounds he had received at the Siege, of which ſne 
had heard a faithful Account from Amelia — Booth 
bluſhed, and was as ſilent as a young Virgin at the 
hearing her own Praiſes. His Lordſhip anſwered, 
* Couſin Elliſon, you know you may command my 
© Intereſt ; nay, I "ſhall have a Pleaſure in ſerving | 
one of Mr. Booth's Character: for my Part, I think 
Merit in all Capacities ought to be encouraged ; : 
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but l know the Miniſtry are greatly peſtered witn 1 
* Solicitations at this time. However, Mr. Booth) 1 
* may be aſſured I will take the firſt Opportunity; 1 
and in the mean time I ſhall be glad of ſeeing him 1 
any Morning he pleaſes.” For all theſe Declara- Fl 


Se 4 
— 


tions, Booth was not wanting in Acknowledgments 
to the generous Peer, any more than he was in ſecret 
Gratitude to the Lady, who had ſhewn--ſo friendlyʒ 
and uncommon a Zeal in his Favour. 
The Reader, when he knows the Character of this 
Nobleman, may perhaps conclude that his ſeeing; ; 
Booth alone was a lucky Circumſtance; for he was fo - 
paſſtonate-an Admirer- of Women, that he could - 
ſcarce have eſcaped the Attraction of Anelia's Beauty. * 
And few Men, as I have obſerved, have ſuch diſinte- "i 
reſted Generoſity as to ſerve a Hufband the better, . 
becauſe they are in Love with his Wife, unleſs ſhe - 
willcondeſcend to pay a Price beyond the Reach of - 
virtuous Woman. 7 OY | 
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 Booth's Affairs now put on a better Afpect than they 
had ever worn before, and he returned with great 
Pleaſure to his Amelia, to communicate to her the 
good News ; which ſhe was not at preſent very ca- 
pable of enjoying, as her little Girl was grown worſe, 
and her Fears on that Account had abſorbed the whole 
Attention of the Mother. 
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In which the Reader will meet with an old 
29 HAcquaintance. | | 
1x E left Amelia at the End of our laſt 
5 Book, nurſing her fick Child; and tho” 
Y. our Reader is no doubt very defirous of 
knowing the Event of ſo tender a Concern to that 


amiable Woman, we muſt deſire him to ſuſpend his. 
Curioſity till the Return of Mr. Booth, who was wil- 


ling to make uſe of the Opportunity of one Day in 


ſeven to taſte the freſh Air. | | 
At Nine in the Morning he went to pay a Viſit to. 
his old Friend Colonel James, reſolving, if poſſible, 
to, have a full Explanation of that Behaviour which: 
appeared to him fo myſterious ; but the Colonel was 


as inacceſſible as the beſt defended Fortrefs ; and it. 


was as impoſſible for Booth to paſs beyond his Entry, 


as the Spaniards found it to take Gibraltar. He re- 


ceived the uſual Anfwers; firſt, that the Colonel was 
not ſtirring, and an Hour after that he was gone out. 
All that he got by afking further Queſtions was only 
to receive fill ruder and ruder Anſwers; by —_— 
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if he had been very ſagacious, he might have been 
ſatisfied how little worth his while it was to deſire to 
go in: for the Porter at a great Man's Door is a kind 
ef Barometer, by which you may diſcover the 
Warmth or Coldneſs of bis Maſter's Friendſhip, 
Nay, in the higheſt Stations of all, as the great Man 


himſelf hath his different kinds of Salutation, from 


an hearty Embrace with a Kiſs, and my dear Lord, 
or dear Sir Charles, down to, well Mr. 
what would you have me do? So the Porter to ſome 
bows t others with à Site,” to” ſhe 
he bows more, to others leſs low, to others not at all, 


Some he juſt lets in, and others he juſt ſhuts out, 
And in all this they ſoa well correſpond, that one 


would be inclined to think that the great Man and 
his Porter had compared their Liſts together, and 
like two Actors concerned to act different Parts in 
the ſame Scene, had rehearſed their Parts privately 


together, before they yentured to perform in public. 
Tho' Booth did not perhaps ſee the whole Matter 


in this juſt Light, for that in reality it is; yet he was 
diſcerning enough to conclude, from the Behaviour 
of the Servant, eſpecially when he conſidered that 
of the Maſter likewiſe, that he had entirely loſt the 
Friendſhip of Zames.; and this Conviction gave him 
a Concern, that not only the flattering Proſpe& of 


his Lordſhip's Favour was not able to compenſate ; 


but which even obliterated, and made him for a 
| while forget the Situation in which he had left his 
Amelia; and he wandered about almoſt- two Hours, 


ſcarce knowing where he went, till at laſt he dropt 


into a Coffee-houſe-near St. Zames's, where he ſat 
WW inde: ©. 
He had ſcarce drank his Diſh- of Coffee, before 


he heard a young Officer of the Guards cry to ano-* 
ther, Od d—m me Zack, here he comes—here's old 


Honour and Dignity, faith“ Upon which he ſaw 
4 Chair open, and out iſſued a moi}. erect and ſtately 


* ”% 


Figure indeed, with a vaſt Perriwig. on his Head, 


and a vaſt Hat under his Arm. This auguft Perſo» 
nage having entered the Roem walked directly up 8 


the upper End, where having paid his Reſpects to all 


preſent of any Note, to each according to Seniority, 


he at laſt caſt his Eyes on Booth, and very civilly, 
tho! ſomewhat coldly aſked him how he did. | 

Booth, who had long recognized the Features 
of his old Acquaintance Major Bath, returned the 
Compliment with a very low Bow; but did not ven- 
ture to make the firit Advance to Familiarity, as he 
was truly poſſeſſed of that Quality which the Greeks 
confidered in the higheſt Light of Honour, and 
which we term Modeſiy; tho' indeed neither ours nor 
the Latin Language hath any Word adequate to the 
Idea of the Original. | 


The Colonel, after having diſch: red himſel of 


two or three Articles of News, and made his Com- 
men ts upon them, when the next Chair to him be- 
came vacant, called upon B ooth to fill it. He then 
aked him ſeveral Queſtions relating to his Affairs; 
and when he heard he was out of the Army, adviſed 


him earneſtly to uſe'all Means to get in again, ſaying, 


that he was a pretty Lad, and they muſt not loſe 
him. | : 3 
Booth told him in a Whiſper, that he had a great 
deal to ſay to him on that Subject, if they were in a 
more private Place; upon this the Colonel propoſed 


a Walk in the Park, which the other readily ac- 


eepred;” "25 TN 2 

During «their Walk, B, opened his Heart, and 
among other Matters acquainted Col. 2ath that he 
feared he had ioft the Friendſhip of Col. James; 


though J am not,” faid he, © conſcious of having 


done the leaſt thing to deſerve it.” | 

Bath anſwered, © You are certainly miſtaken, 
Mr. Booth. I have indeed ſcarce ſeen my Brother 
* ſince my coming to Town: for I have been here 
* but two Days; however I am convinced he is a 
* Man of too nice Honour to do any thing inconſi- 


* ſtent with the true Dignity of a Gentleman.“ 


Booth anſwered, he was far from accuſing him of 
any thing diſhonourable,'——=—=—= D-n me, ſaid 
| Bath, 
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© Bath, if there is a Man alive can, or dare ac. 
* cuſe him: If you have the leaſt Reaſon to take 
any thing ill, why don't you go to him? you are a 
Gentleman, and his Rank doth not protect him 
* from giving you Satisfaction.” The Affair is not 
of any ſuch kind,” ſays Booth, I have great Obli. 
gations to the Colonel, and have more reaſon to la- 
* ment than complain; and if I could but ſee him, 
* Tam convinced I ſhould have no Cauſe for either; 
© bat I cannot get within his Houſe; it was but an 
Hour ago, a Servant of his turned me rudely 
from the Door Did a Servant of my Brother 
* uſe you rudely ?” {aid the Colonel, with the utmoſt 
.Gravity. * I do not know, Sir, in what Light you 
 *. fee ſuch Things; but to me the Affront of a Ser- 
© yant is the Affront of the Mafter ; and if he doth not 
immediately puniſh it, by all the Dignity of Man, 
I would ſee the Maſter's Noſe between my Fin- 
gers. Booth offered to explain, but to no Purpoſe; 
the Colonel was got into his Stilts; and it was im- 
poſſible to take him down, nay it was as much as 
Booth could poſſibly do to part with him without an 
actual Quarrel; nor would he perhaps have been able 
to have accompliſhed it, had not the Colonel by Ac- 
cident turned at laſt to tak e Booth's Side of the Que- 
ſtion; and before they ſeparated, he ſwore many 
Oaths that James ſhould give him proper Sadis- 
faction. : | | Ds 3 


of th 
ſneſ: 


(h. 2 4 M E L I A. 


CHAP. I. 


(mtaining a Brace of Doctors, and much phy- 


ical Matter. 


UCH was the End of this preſent Interview, 
ſo little to the Content of Booth, that he was 
teartily concerned he had ever mentioned a Syllable 
of the Matter. He now returned with all his Unea- 


ineſs to his Amelia, whom he found in a Condition 


rery little adapted to relieve or comfort him. That 
poor Woman was now indeed under very great 
ipprehenſions for her Child, whoſe Fever now be- 
ran to rage very violently : and what was worſe, an 
Apothecary had been with her, and frightened her 
moſt out of her Wits. He had indeed repreſented 
the Caſe of the Child to be very deſperate, and had 


prevailed on the Mother to call in the Aſſiſtance of 


Doctor. | =o | | 
Booth had been a very little time in the Room be- 
re this Doctor arrived, with the Apothecary cloſe 
t his Heels, and both approached the Bed, where 
the former felt the Pulſe of the Sick, and performed 


fveral other phyſical Ceremonies. He then began 


to enquire of the Apothecary what he had alread 


done for the Patient; all which, as ſoon as informed, | 


te greatly approved. The Doctor then ſat down, 
alled for a Pen and Ink, filled a whole Side of a 
dieet of Paper with Phyſic, then took a Guinea, 
and took his leave; the Apothecary waiting upon 
him down Stairs, as he had attended him up. 

All that Night both Amelia and Booth ſat up with 
tieir Child, who rather grew worle than better. In 
ne Morning Mrs. EIliſon Band the Infant in a raging 


fever, burning hot, and very light-headed, and the 
Mother under the higheſt Dejection: for the Diſtem- 
per had not given the leaſt Ground to all the Efforts 
af the Apothecary and Doctor, but ſeemed to defy 
heir utmoſt Power, with all that tremendous Appa- 

| = ratus 
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ratus of Phials and Gallypots, which were ranged 
in Battle-array all over the Room. 

Mrs. Elliſon ſeeing the diſtreſſed, and indeed diſ- 
tracted Condition of Amclia's Mind, attempted to 


comfort her by giving her Hopes of the Child's Re- 

covery. Upon my Word, Madam," ſays the, « 1 
* ſaw a Child of much the ſame Age with Mis, | 
* who, in my Opinion was much worle, reſtored to 


Health in a few Days by a Phyſician, of my Ac- 


others of very bad Fevers; and, if Miſs was un- 
der his Care, I dare ſwear ſhe would do very well: 
Good Heavens | Madam, anſwered Amelia, why 
would you not mention him to me? for, my part, 
I have no-Acquaintance with any London Phy licians, 
nor do I know whom, the Apothecary hath brought 
me. Nay, Madam,” cries Mrs. £1/i/on, * it is 
a tender thing you know, to recommend a Phyſician ; 


People who give him an ill Name indeed it is 
true, he hath cured me twice of Fevers, and. ſo 
he hath ſeveral others to. my Knowledge; nay, 
I never heard of any more than one of his Patients 
that died; and yet as the Doctors and Apotheca- 
« ries all give him an ill Character, one is fearful, 
« you know, dear Madam. Booth enquired the 
Doctor's Name, which he no ſooner heard, | than 
he begged his Wife to ſend for him imediately, de- 
claring he had heard the higheſt. Character imaginable 
of him at the Tavern, from an Officer of very 
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good / Underſtanding. Amelia preſently complied, . 


and a Meſſenger was diſpatched accordingly. 

But before the ſecond Doctor could be brought, 
the firſt returned with the Apothecary attending jum, 
as before. He again ſurveyed and handled the Sick; 
and when Amelia begged him to tell, her, if there 
was any Hopes, he ſhook his Head, and ſaid, * To 
be ſure, Madam, Miſs is in a very dangerous Con- 
dition, and there is no Time to loſe. If the Elifters 
« which I ſhall now order her, ſhould not relieve ler, 
I fear —we can do no more.'— Would not you 

8 | « pleaſe 


quaintance; nay, I have known him cure. ſeveral. 


and as for my Doctor, there are abundance of 


Ch. 2. AMELIA. 6r 
* pleaſe, Sir, ſays the Apothecary, to have the 
* Powders and the Draught repeated?! How often 
were they ordered ?. cries the Doctor Only tertia 
* gaayg. Hora,” ſays the Apothecary—* Let them bg 
taken every Hour, by all means, cries the Doctor; 
and—let me ſee, pray get me a Pen and Ink.— If 
you think the Child in ſuch imminent Danger,” 
ſaid Booth, * would you give us Leave to call in ano» 
ther Phyſician to your Aſfiſtance Indeed my Wife 
— O by all means, ſaid the Doctor, it is 
* what I very much wiſh. Let me ſee, Mr. Arſenie, 
whom ſhall we call— what do you think of Dr. 
 Doſexyell ? * ſaid the Apothecary— * no body bet- 
© ter,” cries the Phyſician — ] ſhould have no 
« Objection to the Gentleman,” anſwered Booth, © but 
© another hath been recommended to my Wife.“ He 
then mentioned the Phyſician, for whom they had juſt 
before ſent. * Who, Sir, cries the Doctor, dropping 
his Pen; and when Booth repeated the Name of Thompe 
ſen, © Excuſe me, Sir, cries the Doctor haſtily, © I 
*-ſhall not meet him why ſo, Sir? anſwered Booth. 
© I will not meet him,” replied the Doctor, ſhall I 


* 


a = 


© meet a Man who pretends to. know more than the 


' whole College, and would overturn the whole Me- 
© thod of Practice, which is ſo well eſtabliſhed, and 
from which no one Perſon hath pretended to devi- 
© ate ?* © Indeed, Sir, cries the Apothecary, ©. you 
© do not know what you are about, aſking your Par- 


don; why, he kills every body he comes near.” 


That is not true,” ſaid Mrs. Elliſan, ] have been his 
patient twice, and I am alive yet. You have had 
good Luck then, Madam, anſwered the Apotheca- 
( 


ry ; for he kills every body he comes near —Nay, | 


© I know above a dozen others of my own Acquaint- 
* ance,” replied Mrs. Elliſon, who have been all cured: 
* by him'—<That may be, Madam, cries Arſenic, 


but he kills every body for all that Why, Madam, 
did you never hear of Mr. ———— ] can't think of 


the Gentleman's Name, tho' he was a Man of great 
* Faſhion, but every body knows whom I mean.“ 


Every body indeed muſt know whom you mean,” 
on 14 OO WE = anſwered 
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1 „ Bock V. 
anſwered Mrs. Elliſon, for I never heard but of 
* one, and that many Years ago.“ TIE 
Before the Diſpute was ended, the Doctor him- | 
ſelf entered the Room. As he was a Man very well 
bred and a very good-natured Man, he addreſſed 
| himſelf with much Civility to his Brother Phyſician, 
who was not quite ſo courteous on his fide. How- 
ever, he ſuffered the new Comer to be conducted to | 
the ſick Bed, and at Beoth's earneſt Requeſt to deliver 
his Opinion. | | | 
The Diſpute which enſued between the two Phy- 
ficians would perhaps be unintelligible to any but 
to thoſe of the Faculty, and not very entertaining 
to them. Ihe Character which the Officer and 
Mrs. Elliſan had given of the ſecond Doctor, 
had greatly prepoſſeſſed Booth in his Favour : and 
indeed his Reaſoning ſeemed to be the juſter. Booth 
therefore declared he would abide by his Advice; 
upon which the former Operator, with his Zany 
the Apothecary, quitted the Field, and leſt the o- 
ther in full Poſſeſſion of the Sick. 
The firſt thing the new Doctor did was (to uſe 
his own Phraſe) to blow up the phyſical Magazine. 
All the Powders and Potions inſtantly diſappeared 
at his Command : ſor be ſaid there was a much 
readier and nearer way to convey ſuch Stuff to the 
Vault, than by firſt ſending it through a human Bo- 


dy. He then ordered the Child to be blooded, gave 


it a Clyſter, and ſome cooling Phyſic; and in 
mort, (that I may. not dwell too long on ſo un- 
pleaſing a Part of Hiſtory) within three Days cured 
the little Patient of her Diſtemper, to the great Sa- 
tisfaction of Mrs. Elliſon, and to the vaſt Joy of 4- 
melia. . 

Scme Readers will perhaps think this whole Chap- 
ter might have been omitted ; but though it con- 
tains no great Matter of Amuſement, it may at 
leaſt ſerve to inform Poſterity concerning the preſent 
State of Phyſic. 
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CHAP: III. 


In which Booth pays a Viſit to the noble Lord. 


* HEN that Day of the Week returned, in 
which Mr. Booth Choſe to walk abroad, his 
Child now being perfectly recovered, and Amelia's 


Chearfalneſs returned, he went to wait on the noble 


Peer according to his kind Invitation. | 

Bos, now found a very different Reception with 
this great Man's Porter, from what he had met with 
at his Friend the Colonel's. He no ſooner told his 
Name, than the Porter with a Bow told him his 
Lordſhip was at home; the Door immediately flew 
wide open ; and he was conducted to an Anticham- 
ber, where a Servant told him he would acquaint 


his Lordſlip with his Arrival. Nor did ke wait many 


Minutes before the ſame Servant returned, and uſh- 
ered him to his Lordſhip's Apartment. | 

He found my Lord alone, and was received by 
him in the moſt courteous Manner imaginable. Af- 
ter the firſt Ceremonials were over, his Lordſhip: 
began in the following Words. Mr. Booth, I do 


* allure you you are very much obliged to my 
 * Couſin EIliſan. She hath given you ſuch a Cha- 


racter that I ſhall have a Pleaſure in doing any 
* thing in my Power to ſerve you. But it will 
* be very difficult, I am afraid, to get you a Rank 
*at home. In the Weſt- Indies perhaps, or in ſome 
Regiment abroad, it may be more eaſy ; and when 
I conſider your Reputation as a Soldier, I make 


no doubt of your Readineſs. to go to any Place 


where the Service of your Country ſhall call you.“ 
Booth anſwered, that he was highly obliged to his 
' Lordſhip, and aſſured him, he would with great 
' Chearfulneſs attend his Duty in any Part of the 
World. The only Thing grievous in the Exchange 
' of Countries,“ ſaid he, in my Opinion, is to leave 
* thoſe I lòve behind me, and I am ſure, I ſhall ne- 
HJ „ *: ver 
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64 | . : Book V, 
ver have a ſecond Trial equal to my firſt. It 


big with her firſt Child, and ſo affected with my 
| Abſence, that I had the utmoſt Reaſon to deſpair 
of ever ſceing her more. After ſuch a Demon. 
ſtration of my Reſolution to ſacrifice every other 
Conſideration to my Duty, I hope your Lordſhip 
will honour me with ſome Confidence, that I ſhall 
make no Objection to ſerve in any Country,” 

My dear Mr, Booth, anſwered the Lord, © you 
ſpeak like a Soldier, and 1 greatly honour your 
Sentiments. Indeed I own the Juſtice of your 
Inference from the Example you have given : For, 
to quit a Wife as you ſay, in the very Infancy 
of Marriage, is, L acknowledge, ſome Trial of 
Reſolution- Beth anſwered with a low Bow, and 
then after ſome immaterial Converſaiion, his Lord- 
ſhip promiſed to ſpeak immediately to the Miniſter, 
and appointed Mr. Beeth to come to him again on 
the Veane/day Morning, that he might be acquainted 
with his Patren's Succeſs. The poor Man now bluſh-— 
ed and looked filly, till after ſome time, he ſummon- 
ed up all his Courage to his Aſſiſtanse, and relying 
on the other's Friendſhip, he opened the whole At- 
fair of his Circumſtances, and confeſſed that he did 


a „ «ca «> «> a * a ae «a 


not dare ſtir from his Lodgings above one Day in Se- 


ven. His Lordſhip expreſſed great Concern at this 
Account, and very kindly promiſed to take ſome 
Opportunity of calling on him at his Couſin E!/:/or's 
when he hoped, he ſaid, to bring him comfortable 
Tidings. 3 1 | 

Booth ſoon afterwards took his Leave with the 


molt. profuſe Acknowledgments for ſo much Good- | 


nels, and haſtened home to acquaint his Amelia 
with what had ſo greatly overjoyed him- She high- 
ly congratulated him on his having found fo ge- 
- nerous and powerful a Friend, towards whom both 
| their Boſoms burnt with the warmeſt Sentiments of 


Gratitude. She was not however contented, 'till 
ſhe had made Booth renew his Promiſe in the moſt 


ſolemn Manner of taking her with him, After 
| | | which 


A 
- 


was very hard, my Lord, to leave a young Wife 
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which they ſat down with their little Children to 


a Scrag of Mutton and Broth, with che higheſt Sa- 
tisfaction, and very heartily drank his Lordſhip's 
Health in a Pot of Porter. | | 


In the Afternoon this happy Couple, if the Rea- 


der will allow me to call poor People happy, drank 
Tea with Mrs. Elliſan, where his Lordſhip's Praiſes 
being again repeated by both the Huſband and 
Wife were very loudly ecchoed by Mrs. E!/:/or. 


While they were here, the young Lady, whom we + 


have mentioned at the End of the I{t Book to 
have made a Fourth at Whiſk, and with whom . 
melia ſeemed ſo much pleaſed, cime in; ſhe was 
juſt returned to Town from a ſhort Viſit in the 
Country, and her preſent Viſit was unexpected It 
was however very agreeable to Amelia, who liked 
her ſtill better upon a ſecond interview, and was 
reſolved to ſolicit her further Acquaintance. 
Mrs. Bennet fell maintained ſome little Reſerve, 
but was much more familiar and communicative 
than before. She appeared moreover to be as little 
ceremonious as Mrs. E//i/or had reported her, and 
very readily accepted Amelia's Apology for not 
paying her the firſt Viſit, and agreed to drink Tea 
with her the very next Afternoon. - | | 


Whilſt the above-mentioned Company were 1285 


in Mrs. Elliſon's Parlour, | Serjeant Atrin/3n Pele 
by the Window, and knocked at the Door. Mrs, 
Elliſan no ſooner ſaw him, than ſhe ſaid, © pray, 
Mr. Booth, who is that genteel young Serjcant * 


* He was here every Day laſt Week, to enquire af 


© ter the Health of Mis, and at the Time of her 
Danger ſhewed almoſt as much Concern far her 
Das you did yourſelf.' This was indeed à Fact; 


but as the poor Fellow had received all his An- 
ſwers from the Maid or Mrs. EIliſon, Booth had 


never heard a Word of the Matter. He was how- 
ever greatly pleaſed with what he was now told, 
and burſt forth into great Praiſes of the Scerjea nt, 


which were ſeconded by Amelia, who added that he 
| 2 G 5 Was 
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was her Foſter-Brother, and ſhe believed one of 
the honeſteſt Fellows in the World. 5 

* And Ill ſwear,' cries Mrs. Elliſau, he is one 
© of the prettieſt Do, Mr. Booth, defire him to 
* walk in. A Serjcant of the Guards is a Gentle: 
©-man, and I bad rather give ſuch a Man as you 
* defcribe, a Diſh of Tea, than any Beau Fribble 
* of them all.” = 


' Bocth wanted no great Solicitation to ſhew any 


kind of Regard to Atkinſon; and accordingly the 
Serjeant was uſhered in, tho' not without ſome Re- 
luctance on his Side. There is perhaps nothing 
more unealy than thoſe. Senſations which the French 
call the ausgiſe Honte, nor any more difficult to 
conquer; and poor Atkinſon wouli, I am perſuaded, 
have mounted a Breach with leſs Concern, than he 
walked into a Room before three Ladies, two of 
whom were his avowed well Wiſhers. 

Iho' I do not entirely agree with the late learn- 
ed Mr. Ex the celebrated Dancing-Maſter's O- 


Pinion, that Dancing is the Rudiments of polite E- 
ducat:on, as he would, I apprehend, exclude every 


other Art and Science; yet it js certain, that Per- 


ſons. whoſe Feet have never been under the Hands. 


of the I'rofeſſors of that Art, are apt to diſcover 


this Want in their Education in every Motion, nay, 
even when they ſtand or ſit ſtill. They ſeem in- 


deed to be over-burthened with Limbs, which they 
know not how to uſe, as if when Nature had fi- 
niſhed her Work, the Dancing-Maſter ftill is ne- 
ceſſary to put it in Motion. 


Atkinſon was at preſent an Example of this Ob- 


fervation, which doth ſo much Honour to a Pro- 
feſſion for which I have 4 very high Regard. He 


was handſome and exquiſitely well made ; and yct, 
as he had never learned to dance, he made ſo awk- 


ward an Appearance in Mrs. Elliſon's Parlour, that 


the good Lady herſelf, who had invited him in, 
could at firſt ſcarce refrain from Laughter at his Be- 


He 


haviour. 


Og 
Di Dos A Sid _ 
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le had not however been long in the Room, be- 
fore Admiration of his Perſon got the beiter of ſuch 
riſible Ideas. So great is the Advantage of Beauty in 
Men as well as Women, and ſo ſure is this Quality 
in either Sex of procuring ſome Regard from the 
Beholder. : 1 
The exceeding courteous Behaviour of Mrs Elliſon, 
joined to that of Amelia and Booth, at length difli- 
ated the Uneafineſs of Atlinſon; and he gained ſuf- 
ficient Confidence to tell the Company ſome enter- 
. taining Stories of Accidents, that had happened in 
the Army within his Knowledge; which tho' they 
greatly pleaſed all preſent, are not however of Con- 
lequence enough to have a Place in this Hiſtory. 
Mrs. Elliſox was ſo very importunate with her 
Company to ſtay Supper, that they all conſented. As 
for the Serjeant, he ſeemed to be none of the leaſt 
welcome Gueſts. She was indeed ſo pleaſed with 
what ſhe had heard of h'm, and what ſhe ſaw of him, 
that when a little warmed with Wine, for ſhe was no 
Flincher at the Bottle, ſhe began to indulge ſome Free- 
doms in her Diſcourſe towards him, that a little of. 
fended 4melia's Delicacy, nay, they did not ſeem to 
be highly reliſhed by the other Lady. Tho' I am 
far from infinuating that theſe exceeded the Bounds 


of Decency, or were indeed greater | Liherties than 


Ladies of the middle Age, and eſpecially Widows, 
do frequently allow to themſelves. 8 


CHAP. IV. 


Relating principally to the Afairs of Serjeant 


Atkinſon. 


? # * 


HE next Day, when all the ſame Company, 
Atkinſon only excepted, aſſembled in Amelia s 
Apartment, Mrs. EIliſon preſently began te diſcourſe 
of him, and that in Terms not only of Approbation, 
but even of Affection. She called him her clever 
Serjeant, and her dear Serjeant, repeated often tha: 
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63 Sek v. 
he was the prettieſt Fellow in the Army, and ſaid it 
was a thouſand Pities he had not a Commiſſion; for 
_ he had, ſhe was ſure he would become a Ge- 
neral. | 

I am of your Opinion, Madam,” anſwered Booth; 
and he hath got 100 J. of his own already, if he 
could find a Wife now to help him to two or three 
hundred more, I think he might eaſily get a Com- 
miſſion in a Marching Regiment; for I am con- 
vinced there is no Colonel in the Army would re- 
fuſe him.” „„ 

* Refuſe him indeed! ſaid Mrs. E//i/on ; no. He 
would be a very pretty Colonel that did. And up- 


* 


on my Honour, I believe there are very few Ladies 


c 

6 

© who would refuſe him, if he had but a proper Op- 
« portunity of ſoliciting them. The Colonel and the 
* Lady both would be better off, than with one of 
* thole pretty Maſters that I ſee walking about, and 
© dragging their long Swords after them, when they 
© ſhould rather drag their Leading-ſtrings.” 
Well ſaid,” cries Booth, and ſpoken like a Wo- 
man of Spirit. —Indeed, I believe, they would be 
© both better ſerved _ 

* True, Captain, anſwered Mrs. E/l;/oz, I would 
rather leave the two firſt Syllables out of the Word 
Gentleman, than the laſt. ; 5 

Nay J aſſure you,” replied Booth, there is not a 
« quieter Creature in the World. Tho' the Fellow 
© hath the Bravery of a Lion, he hath the Meekneſs 
of a Lamb. I can tell you Stories enow of that 
Kind, and ſo can my dear Amelia, when he was a 
Boy.“ PE on: 6 | 

6 6 if the Match ſticks there, cries Amelia, I 

« poſitively will not ſpoil his Fortune by my Silence. 
I can anſwer for him from his Infancy, that he was 
bd one of the beſt-natured Lads in the World. I will | 
© tell you a Story or two of him, the Truth of which 
I can teſtify from my own Knowledge. When he 
© was but fix Years old, he was at Play with me at my 
Mother's Houſe, and a great Pointing: dog bit him 
through the Leg. The poor Lad in the mn” cf 
; tha 
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* the Anguiſh of his Wound, declared he was over» 
joyed it had not happened to Miſs, (for the ſame 
* Dog had juſt before ſnapt at me, and my Petti- 
coats had been my Defence.) Another Inſtance of 


his Goodneſs which greatly recommended him to 


* my Father, and which I have loved him for ever 
* ſince, was this. My Father was a great Lover of 
Birds, and ſtrictly forbad the ſpoiling of their Neſts. 
Poor Foe was one Day caught upon a Tree, and be- 
but it was afterwards diſqovered that another Boy, 
* a Friend of Joe's, had robbed the Neſt of its young 

* ones, and poor Foz had climbed the Tree in order 

to reſtore them, notwithſtanding which he ſubmit- 
ted to the Puniſhment rather than he would im. 
peach his Companion. But if theſe Stories ap- 
« pear childiſh and trifling, the Duty and Kindneſs he 
* hath ſhewn to his Mother, muſt recommend him to 
_ © every one. Ever ſince he hath been fifteen Years 
© old, he hath more than half ſupported her; and 
© when my Brother died, I remember particularly 
Joe at his Deſire, for he was much his Favourite, 
* had one of his Suits given him, but inſtead of his 


becoming finer on that Occaſion, another young 

t Fellow came to Church in my Brother's Cloaths, 

© and my old Nurſe _—_— the ſame Sunday in a 
1 


„new Gown, which her Son had purchaſed for her 
with the Sale of his Legacy.“ | | 
* Well, I proteſt, he is a very worthy Creature, 
+ ſaid Mrs. Bennet.” 5 | 5 
Hie is a charming Fellow,” cries Mrs. E/li/on,— 
but then the Name of Serjeant, Capt. Booth, tho' 
as the Play ſays, my Pride brings me off again. 


And aohatſocwer the Sages charge am Pride, 
The Angels Fall, and twenty other good Faults beſide ; 
On Earth Pm fure—T'm jure—ſomething—calling 
Pride ſaves Man and our Sex too from falling. 


Here a Footman's Rap at the Door ſhook the Room. 
Upon which Mrs. E//i/o running to the Window, 


cry'd 


ing concluded guilty, was ſeverely laſhed for it; 
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ery' d out, let me die if it is not my Lord, what ſhall 
I do? I muſt be at home to him, but ſuppoſe he 
ſhould enquirc for you, Captain, what ſhall I fay ? or 
will you go down with me? 


The Company were in ſome Confuſion at this In- 


fant, and before they had agreed on any thing, Bozt/'s 
little Girl came running into the Room, and ſaid, 
there was a prodigious great Gentleman coming up 
Stairs. She was immediately followed by his Lord 
_ ſhip, who, as he knew Booth muſt be at home, made 
very little or no Enquiry at the Door. 

Amelia was taken ſomewhat at a Surprize, but 


ſhe was too polite to ſhew much Confuſion: for 


though ſhe knew nothing of the Town, ſhe had had 
a gentecl Education, and kept the beſt Company the 
Country afforded. The Ceremonies therefore paſt as 
uſual, and they all fat down. gs 

- His Lordſhip, ſoon addrefied himſelf to Booth, 
faying. As I have what I think good News for you, 
dir, I could not delay giving myſelf the Pleaſure of 
© communicating it to you, I have mentioned your 
Affair where | promited you, and I have no doubt 


of my Succeſs. One may eafily perceive, you 


| know, from the Manner of People's behaving upon 


© ſuch Occaſions ; and indeed, when I related your 


Caſe I found there was much Inclination to ſerve 
you. Great Men, Mr. Booth, muſt do 'Thiogs in 


their own Time; but I think you may depend on 


having ſomething done very ſoon. ' | 

Booth made many Acknowledgments for his Lord- 
ſhip's Goodneſs, and now a ſecond time paid all the 
Thanks which would have been due, even had the 


Favour been obtained. This Art of promiſing is the 
 CEconomy of a great Man's Pride, a Sort of good 


Huſbandry in conferring Favours, by which they re- 
ceive ten-fold in Acknowledgments for every Obliga- 


fion, I mean among thoſe who really intend the Ser- 


vice: for there ate others who cheat poor Men of 
their Thanks, without ever deſigning to deſerve them 


at all | | 
5 This 
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This Matter being ſufficiently diſcuſſed, the Con- 
verſation took a gayer Turn; and my Lord began to 
entertain the Ladies with ſome of that elegant Diſ- 
courſe, which tho' moſt delightful to hear, it is im- 
poſſible ſhould ever be read. Such Converſation in- 
deed, as it extremely reſembles briſk bottled Ale in | 
its Livelineſs, ſo doth it in this, that it is as impoſſible 4 
to transfuſe the one from the Lips to Paper, as to de- 1 


cant the other. Both by ſuch Operations loſe all their I 
Spirit, and nothing but Froth remains. . | 
His Lordſhip was ſo highly pleaſed with Amelia, 1 
that he could not help being ſomewhat particular to .. 


her; but this Particularity diſtinguiſhed itſelf only in 
a higher Degree of Reſpect, ne was ſo very polite 
and ſo very diſtant, that ſhe herſelf was pleaſed, and 
at his Departure, which was not till he had far ex- 

ceeded the Length of a common Viſit, declared he 
was the fineſt Gentleman ſhe had ever ſeen, with 
which Sentiment her Huſband and Mrs. Eiliſoan both 
entirely concurre d. 5 : 

Mrs. Bennet on the contrary expreſt ſome little 
Diſſike to my Lord's Complaiſance, which ſhe called þ 
exceſſive. For my own Part, ſaid ſne, I have not fi 
the leaſt Reliſh for thoſe very fine Gentlemen; of 
© what the World generally calls Politeneſs, I term 
© Infincerity ; and I am more charmed with the Sto- 
© ries which Mrs. Booth told us of the honeſt Ser- 

* jeant, than with all that the fineſt Gentlemen in 
© the World ever ſaid in their Lives.“ N | 

O to be ſure,” cries Mrs. Elliſan, All for Lowe, 
or the World well Loft, is a Motto very proper for 
* ſome Folks to wear in their Coat of Arms; but the 
4 Generality of the World will, I believe, agree with 
that Lady's Opinion of my Couſin, rather than with 4 
Mrs. Bennet. 1 he ef ; . 

Mrs. Bennet ſeeing Mrs. Elliſon took "Offence at 
what ſhe ſaid, thought proper to make ſome Apology, 

--— was very readily accepted, and ſo ended the 
| iſit. | | | | $328) a * 
Me cannot however put an End to the Chapter 
without obſerving, that ſuch is the ambitious * 
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of Beauty, that it may always apply to itſelf that ce · 


lebrated Paſſage in Lucan, | 
| | Nec guenguam jam Ferre poteft hs pris. 


rem 


_ Pompeiuſve parem. | 
Indeed, I believe, it may be laid down as a general 


Rule that no Woman who hath any great Pretentions | 


to Admiration, is over-well pleaſed in a Company, 
where ſhe perceives herſelf to fill only the ſecond 
Place. 'This Obſervation however I humbly ſubmit 


to the Judgment of the Ladies, and hope it will be 


» 


Conſidered as retracted by me, if they ſhall diſſent from 
my Opinion, | 155 


CHAP. V. 
Containing Matters that reguire no Preface. 


A THE N Booth and his Wife were left alone 
together, they both extremely exulted in their 


Fer Fortune, in having found ſo good a Friend as 


is Lordſhip ; nor were they wanting in very warm 
Expreſſions of their Gratitude towards Mrs. £E1/;/or. 
After which they began to lay down Schemes of Liv- 
ing when Booth ſhould have his Commiſſion of Cap- 
tain, and after the exacteſt Computation, concluded 
that with CEconomy, they ſhoyld beable to ſave, at 
leaſt, fifty Pounds a Year out of their Income, in or- 
der to pay their Debts. | 
Theſe Matters being well ſettled, Amelia aſked 
Booth what he thought of Mrs. Bennet. I think, 
my Dear, anſwered Booth, that ſhe hath been 
c formerly a very pretty Woman.“ I am miſtaken,” 
replied ſhe, if ſhe be not a very good Creature. I 
don't know Lever took ſuch a Liking to any one 
© on ſo ſhort an Acquaintance. I fancy ſhe hath 
been a very ſpritely Woman: For if you obſerve, 


* ſhe diſcovers by ſtarts a great Vivacity in her Coun- 
; | x 14 tenance 
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© tenance, © I made the ſame Obſervation,* cries 
Booth : © ſure ſome ſtrange: Misfortune hath befallen 
© her. © A Misfortune indeed!“ anſwered Amelia, 
« ſure Child you forgot what Mrs. Elliſon told us, 
© that ſhe had loſt a beloved Huſband. A Maisfor- 
tune which I have often wondered at any Woman's 
« ſurviving, — at which Words, ſhe caſt a tender 
Look at Booth, and preſently afterwards throwing 
© herſelf upon his Neck, cried — O Heavens! what 
© happy Creature am I; when I conſider the Dan- 
gers you have gone through, how I exult in my 
«Bliſs !' The good natured Reader will ſuppoſe that 
Booth was not deficient in returaing ſuch Tenderneſs, 
after which the Converſation became too fond to be 
here related. | | | | 
The next Morning Mrs. Elliſoan addreſſed herſelf to 
Booth as follows: I ſhall make no Apology, Sir, for 
what I am going to ſay, as it proceeds from my 
_ © Friendſhip to yourſelf and your dear Lady- I am 
convinced then, Sir, there is ſomething more than 
Accident in your going Abroad only one Day in the 
Week. Now, Sir, if, as I am afraid, Matters are 


not altogether as well as I . wiſh- them, I beg, ſince 


© I do not believe you are provided with a Lawyer, 
that you will ſuffer me to recommend one to you. 
The Perſon I ſhall mention is, I aſſure you, of mach 
* Ability in his Profeflion, and I have known him do 
great Services to Gentlemen under a Cloud. Do 
not be aſhamed of your Circumſtances, my dear 
Friend. They are a much greater Scandal to thoſe, 
© who have left ſo much Merit unprovided for.” 

Booth gave Mrs. Elliſan abundance of Thanks fon 


her Kindneſs, and explicitely confeſt to her that her 


Conjectures were right, and without Heſitation ac- 
cepted the Offer of her Friend's Aſſiſtance. 

Mrs. Elliſon then acquainted him with her Appre- 
henſions on his Account. She ſaid ſhe had both Veſ- 
terday and this Morning ſeen two or three very ugly 
ſuſpicious Fellows paſs ſeveral times by her Window. 
Upon all Accounts, ſaid ſne, my dear Sir, 1 ad- 


« viſe you to keep yourſelf cloſe confined till trie 
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* Lawyer hath been with you. I am ſure he will get 
« you your Liberty, at leaſt of walking about within 
* the Verge—There's ſomething to be done with the 
© Board of Green Cloth, I don't know what; but this 
© I know, that ſeveral Gentlemen have lived here a 
long Time very comfortably, and have defied all the 


Vengance of their Creditors. However, in the 


mean time you muſt be a cloſe Priſoner with your 


Lady; and I believe there is no Man in England but | 
would exchange his Liberty for the fame Goal.” 
She then departed, in order to ſend for the Attor- 


ney, and preſently afterwards the Serjeant arrived with 


Nes of the like Kind. He faid he had ſcraped an 
 Acquaintance with Murphy. I hope your Honour 


vill Pardon me, cries Atkinſon, but I pretended to 


have a ſmall Demand upon your Honour myſelf, and 


* offered to employ him in the Buſineſs. Upon which 
he told me, that if I would go with him to the 
* Marſhal's Court, and make Affidavit of my Debt, 
* he ſhould be able very ſhortly to get it me; for 1 
© ſhall have the Captain ih Hold,” cries he, within a 
Day or two. I wiſh,” faid the Serjeant, I could do 


your Honour any Service. Shall I walk about all 
1 Day 


' before the Door? or ſhall I be Porter and 
watch it in the Inſide, till your Honour can find 
« ſome means of ſecuring yourſelf ? I hope you will 
not be offended at me, but I beg you would take 
into Murphy's Hands; for he hath 


I am afraid you will think me too bold, Sir; but ! 
have a little Money, if it can be of any Service, do, 
pray your Honour, command it. It can never do 
me fo much Good any other way. Conſider, Sir, I 


owe all I have to yourſelf, and my dear Miſtreſs. 


Booth ſtood a Moment, as if he had been Thunder- 


truck, and then, the Tears burſting from his Eyes, he 


faid : © Upon my Soul, 4:kinfor, you overcome me. 
] ſcarce ever heard of fo much Goodneſs, nor do 1 


© know how to exprefs my Sentiments of it. But be 


« aſſured, as for your Money, I will not accept it, and 


let it ſatisfy you, that in my preſent — 
| | | 
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it would do me no eſſential Service; but this be aſ- 
© {ured of likewiſe, that whilſt I live, I ſhall never for- 
get the Kindneſs of the Offer However, as I ap- 
* prehend I may be in ſome Danger of Fellows getting 
into the Houle, for a Day or two, as I have no Guard 
* but a poor little Girl, I will not refuſe the Goodneſs 
* you offer to ſhew in my Protection. And I rake no 
doubt but Mrs. Elliſon will let you fit in her Parlour 
for that Purpoſe.?. | 

Atkinſon with the utmoſt Readineſs undertook the 
Office of Porter; and Mrs. Elliſon as readily allotted 
him a Place in her Back-parlour, where he continued 
three Days together, from Eight in the Morning till 
Twelve at Night; during which Time he had ſome- 
times the Company of Mrs. Elliſon, and ſometimes of 
Booth, Amelia, and Mrs. Bennet too; for this lait had 
taken as great a Fancy to Amelia, as Amelia had to 
her, and therefore as Mr. Booth's Affairs were now 
no Secret in the Neibourhood, made her frequent Vi- 
ſits during the Confinement of her Huſband, and con- 
ſequently her own. DE 32 
Nothing, as I remember, happened in this In- 
terval of Time, more worthy Notice than the fol- 
lowing Card, which Amelia received from her old 
Acquaintance Mrs. James. Mrs. James ſends her 
* Compliments to Mrs. Booth, and defires to know 
how ſhe does; for as ſhe hath not had the Favour 
* of ſeeing her at her own Houſe, or of meeting her 
in any public Place, in ſo long Time, fears it may 
' be owing to ill Health.” D 
Amelia Jad long given over all Thoughts of her 
Friend, and doubted not but that ſhe was as entirely 
given over by her; ſhe was very much ſurprized at 
this Meſſage, and under ſome Doubt whether it was 
not meant as an Inſult, eſpecially from the Mention 
of public Places, which ſhe' thought ſo inconfiſtent 
with her preſent Circumſtances, of which ſhe ſuppo- 
fed Mrs. James was well apprized. However, at the 
Entreaty of her Huſband, who languiſhed for no- 
thing more than to be again reconciled to his Friend 
James, Amelia undertook to pay the Lady a Viſit, 
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and to examine into the Myſtery of this Conduct 


. ! : , 
which appeared to her ſo unaccountabie. x 


Mrs. Femes received her with a Degree of Civility 


that amazed Amelia, no leis than her Coldneſs had 
done before. She reſolved to come to an Eclair- 


cutement, and having ſat out ſome Company that 


came in, when they were alone together, Amclia, 
after ſome Silence, and many Offers to ſpeak, at laſt 
ſaid, my dear Jerzy, (if you will now ſuffer me to 
call you by ſo familiar a Name, ) have you entirely 


© forgot a certain young Lady who had the Pleaſure | 


of being your intimate Acquaintance at Montpe- 
* /izr -' Whom do you mean, dear Madam ?' cries 
Mrs. Fames, with great Conc rn. I mean myſelf, 
aniwered Amelia: You ſurprize me, Madam; “' replied 
Mrs. Fames. How can you aſk me that Queſtion 7” 
* Nay, my Dear, I do not intend to offend you, 
cries Amelia? but I am really defirous to ſolve to 
* myſelf the Reaſon of that Coldneſs which you 

ſhewed me, when you did me the Favour of a 

Vifit. Can you think, my Dear, I was not diſap- 

pointed when I expected to meet an intimate Friend, 


to receive a cold formal Vifitant? I deſire you to 


examine your own Heart, and anſwer me honeſtly, 
© if you do not think I had ſome little Reaſon to be 
« diffatisfied with your Behaviour ? Indeed, Mrs. 
Booth, anſwered the other Lady, you ſurprize 
me very much; if there was any thing diſpleaſing 
to you in my Behaviour, I am extremely concerned 
« at it, I did not know I had been defective in any 
© of the Rules of Civility, but if I was, Madam, I 
© aſk your Pardon.“ Is Civility then, my Dear, 
replied Amelia, a ſynonymous Term with Friend- 
* ſhip? Could 1 have expected when I parted the laſt 


Time with Miſs Jenny Bath, to have met her the 


next Time in the Shape of a fine Lady, complain- 
ing of the Hardſhip of climbing up two Pair of 
„Stairs to viſit me, and then approaching me with 


* the diſtant Air of a new or a ſlight Acquaintance? | 


Po you think, my dear Mrs. James, if the Tables 
© had been turned, if my Fortune had heen as high 


in the World as yours, and you in my Diſtreſs and 
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abject Condition, that I would not have climbed as 
high as the Monument to viſit you? Sure, Madam, 
_ cries Mrs. James, I miſtake you, or you have 
« greatly miſtaken me, Can you complain of my not 
« yifiting you, who have owed me a Viſit almoſt theſe 
three Weeks. , Nay, did I not even then ſend you 
a, Card, which ſure was doing more than all the 
© Friendſhip and good Breeding in the World requi- 
© red; but indeed as I had met you in no public 
Place, I really thought you was ill? How can 
vou mention public Places to me, ſaid Jmelin, 
© when you can hardly be a Stranger to my preſent 
Situation ? Did you not know, Madam, that I was 
« ruined.” No indeed, Madam, did I not, replied 
Mrs. James, I am ſure I ſhould have been highly 
concerned if I had. Why ſure, my Dear,” 
cries Amelia, you could not imagine that we were 
in affluent Circumſtances, when you found us in ſuch- 
* a Place, and in ſuch a Condition.“ Nay, my 
Dear, anſwered Mrs. James, * fince you are plea- 
ſed to mention it at firſt vourſeif, I own I was a 
little ſarprized to ſee you in no better Lodgings ; 
but I concluded you had your own Reaſons tor 
liking them; and for my own Part, I have laid it 
down as a poſitive Rule, never to enquire into the 
private Affairs of any one, eſpecially of my Friends. 
J am not of the Humour of ſome Ladies, who 
* confine the Circle of their Acquaintance to one Part 
of the Town, and would not be known to viſit in 
the City, for the Wo ld. For my part, I never 
dropt an Acquaintance with any one, while it was 
reputable to keep it up; and I can ſolemnly declare, 
I have nota Friend in the World for whom. I have 
© a greater Eſteem than I have for Mrs. Booth.” 

At this Inſtant the Arrival of a new Viſitant put 
an End to the Diſcourſe, and Amelia ſoon after took © 
her Leave without the leaſt Anger, but with ſome lit - 
tle unavoidable Contempt for a Lady, in whoſe Opi- 
nion, as we have hinted before, outward Form and 

Ceremony conſtituted the whole Eſſence of  Friend- 
' ſhip; who valued all her Acquaintance alike, as 
each. Individual ſerved equally to fill up a Place in 
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her viſiting Roll, and who in reality had not tlie . 

leaſt Concern for the good Qualities or Well-being 4 

of any of chem. N 5 . 
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A T the End of three Days Mrs. EIliſon's Friend he 
had fo far purchaſed Mr. Fcoth's Liberty, T 
that he could walk again abroad. within the Verge, fo 
without any danger of having a Warrant backed. B 
againit. bim by -the Board hefore he had Notice. be 
As for the ill-looked Perſons that had given the m 
Alarm, it was now diſcovered that another unhappy th 
Gentleman, and not Hooth was the Object of their ro 
Purſuit. | | | of 

Mr. Beoth now being delivered from his Fears, 
went, as he had former:y done, to take his Morning- Ct 
walk in the Park, Here he met Colonel Bath in th 
Company with ſome other Officers, and very: civilly nc 
paid his Reſpects to him. But inftead ob returning hi 
the Salute, the Colonel locked him full in the Face uſ 
with a very ſtern Countenance ;- and if he could .G 
be ſaid to take any Notice of him, it was in ſuch. tel 
2 Manner as to inform him he would take no No- 

tice of him. 85 : ne. Li 
Feath was nat more hurt than ſurprized at this hi 
Behaviour, and reſolved to know the Reaſon of it. an 
He therefore watched an Opportunity till the Colonel. W 
was alone, and then walked boldly to him, and deſired bu 

£ to know if he had given him any Offence,—the 5 
Colonel anſwered haſtily, Sir, I am above being an 
* offended with you, nor. do I think it conſiſtent th 
with my Dignity to. make you any Anſwer.” Both at 
* replied, * 1 don't know, Sir, that I have done Sv 
| © any thing to deſerve this Treatment“ “ Look'ee,. 
Sir,“ cries the Colonel, if I had not formerly had hi: 
« ſome Reſpect for you, I. ſhould not think you V. 
* worth my Reſentment. However, as you are a WF * 
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Gentleman born and an Officer, and as I have had 
© an Eſteem for you, I will give you ſome Marks 
of it by putting it in your Power to do yourſelf 
« Tuſtice. I will tell you therefore, Sir, that you. 
© have acted like a Scoundrel.” If we were not 
© in the Park, anſwered Pooth warmly, I would 
thank you very properly for that Compliment. —- 
O Sir?” cries the Colonel, © we can be ſoon in 
© a convenient Place.” Upon which Booth anſwered 
he would attend him wherever he pleaſed. -——. 
The Colonel then. bid him come along, and ſtrutted 
forward directly up Conſtitution-Hill to Hyde-Park,. 
Booth following him at firſt, and afterwards-walking 
before him, till they came to that Place which 
may be properly called the Field of Blood, being 
that Part a little to the Left of the Ring, which He- 
roes have choſen for the Scene of their Exit out 
of this World, _ TE | 5 
Booth reached the Ring ſome Time before the 
Colonel; fer he mended not his Pace any more 
than a Spaniard. To ſay Truth, I believe it was 
not in his Power; for he had ſo long accuſtomed 
himſelf to one and' the ſame Strut, that as a Horſe 
uſed always to Trotting can ſcarce be forced into a 
. Gallop, 2 could no Paſſion force the Colonel to al- 
ter his Pace. | | 
At length, however, bath Parties arrived at the 
Lifts, where the Colonel very deliberately took off 
his Wig and Coat, and laid them on the Graſs, 
and then drawing his Sword, advanced to Booth, 
who had lkewiſe his drawn Weapon in his Hand, 
but had made no other Preparation for the Combat. 
The Combatants now engaged with great Fury, 
and after or three P:fles, Booth run the Colonel | | 
through the Body and threw him on the Ground, | 
at an ſame Time poſſeſſing himſelf of the Colonel's - + "i 
Sword. | 7 | 
As ſoon as the Colonel was become Maſter of 
his Speech, he called out to Boob in a very kind 
Voice, and ſaid, you have done my Buſineſs, and 
*- (atizfied me you are a Man of Honour, and that 
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my Brother James muſt have been miſtaken. For 
Jam convinced, that no Man who will draw his 


Sword in ſo gallant a Manner, is capable of be- 


Boy, I aſk your Pardon for that infamous Appel- 
lation I diſhonoured your Dignity with; but, d—n 
me, if it was not purely. out of Love, and to 
give you an Opportunity of doing yourſelf Juſtice, 
which I own you have done like a Man of Ho- 
nour. What may be the Conſequence I know not, 


with my Brother.“ | 
Booth ſhewed great Concern and even Horror in 
his Countenance. * Why, my dear Colonel, ſaid 


he, would you force me to this? For Heaven's 
* Sake, tell me, what I have ever done to offend 


* you. 


© Me!” cried the Colonel. ” Indeed, my dear 


* Child, you never did any Thing to offend me, Nay, 


I have acted the Part of a Friend to you in the 
whole Affair. I maintained your Cauſe with my 


Brother as long as Decency would permit, I could 
not flatly contradict him, tho' indeed I ſcarce be- 
lieved him. But what could I do, if I had not 
fought with you, I muſt have been obliged to have 
fought with him ? However, I hope, what is done 
will be ſufficient, and that Matters may be 4di/com- 
© modated without your being put to the Neceſſity of 
Fighting any more on this Occaſion. pt 
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Never regard me, cried Booth eagerly, for Hea- 


ven's Sake think of your own Preſervation, Let me 


put you into a Chair, and get you a Surgeon, 


Thou art a noble Lad, cries the Colonel, who 


Was now got on his Legs, and I am glad the Buſineſs 


is ſo well over. For tho' your Sword went quite 
through, it ſlanted ſo, that I apprehend there is little 
Danger of Life. However, I think there is enough 
done to put an honourable End to the Affair, eſpeci- 
ally as you was ſo haſty to diſarm me. I bleed a 
little, but I can walk to the Houſe by the Water; 


and. 


ing a Raſcal, d—n me, give me a Buſs, my dear 


but, I hope, at leaſt I ſhall live to reconcile you 


oh 
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and if you will ſend me a Chair thither I ſhall be 
obliged to you. 


As the Colonel refuſed any Aſſiſtance, (indeed he 
was very able to walk without it, tho' with ſome- 


what leſs Dignity than uſual) Booth ſet forward to 


Groveſnor-Gate, in order to. procure the Chair, and 
ſoon after returned with one to his Friend; whom 
having conveyed into it; he attended himſelf on Foot 
into Bond. ſirect, where then lived the moſt eminent 
Surgeon in the Kingdom, or perhaps in the World. 


The Surgeon having probed the Wound turned * 


towards Booth who was apparently the guilty Per- 
ſon, and ſaid with a Smile, Upon my Word, Sir; 
© you. have performed the Buſineſs with great Dex- 
* terity.; and if any Gentleman hath a Mind to be 
run through the Body, I think I may venture to 
recommend you of all Mankind for the Opera- 
e 1 | | | 
Sir,“ cries the Colonel to the Surgeon, I would 
not have you imagine I am afraid to die. I think 
I know more what belongs to the Dignity of a 


Man; and, I believe, I have ſhewn it at the 
Head of a Line of Battle. Do not impute my 


© Concern to that Fear, when I aſk you whether 
there is or is not any Danger? 


Really, Colonel,“ anſwered the Surgeon, Who 


well knew the Complexion of the Gentleman then 
under his Hands, © It would be a little Preſumption 


to ſay, that a Man who hath been juſt run through 


the Body, is in no manner of Danger. But this, 


I think, I may promiſe you with all the Dignity 


* of a Surgeon, that I yet perceive no very bad 


Symptoms, and unleſs ſomething worſe ſhould ap- 


* pear, or a Fever be the Conſequence, I hope you 
| _ live to be again at the Head of a Line of 
Battle. EI 


* Iam glad to hear that is your Opinion, quoth | 


the Colonel, © for I am not defirous of dying, tho” 
I am not afraid of it. But if any thing worſe 
than you apprehend ſhould happen, I deſire you 
will be a Witneſs of my Declaration, that this 
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young Gentleman is entirely innocent. I forced 
© him to do what he did. My dear Booth, I am 
© pleaſed Matters are as they are. You are the firſt 
© Man that ever gained an Advantage over me; 
© but it was very lucky for you that you diſarmed 
me, and I doubt not, but you have the Fquara- 
nimity to think ſo. If the Buſineſs therefore hath 


N 
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was Fortune s Picaſure, and neither of our Faults.” 
Booth heartily embraced the Colonel, and aſſured 


him of the great Satisfaction he had received from 


the Surgeon's Opinion; and ſoon after the two 
Combatants took their Leave of each other. The 
Colonel after he was dreſt, went in a Chair to his 
Lodgings, and Booth walked on Foot to his; where 
he luckily arrived without meeting any of Mr. 
Murphy's Gang; a Danger which never once oc- 
curred to his Imagination till he was out of it. 

The Affair he had been about had indeed fo en- 
tirely occupied his Mind, that it had obliterated 
every other Idea; among the reft, it cauſed bim 


ſo abſolutely to forget the Time of the Day, that 


tho' he had exceeded the Time of Dining above 
two Hours, he had not the leaſt Suſpicion of being 
at home later than uſual  _. 


CHAP, VI. 


his Conſideration. 


In which the Reader will find Matter worthy 


MELT4 having waited above an Hour for her 


Huſband concluded, as he -was the moſt punc- 
tual Man alive, that he had met with ſome En- 
gagement abroad, and fat down to her Meal with 
her Children ; which, as it was always uncomforta- 
ble in the Abſence of her Huſband, was very ſhort; 
ſo that before his Return all the Apparatus of din- 
ing was entirely removed. | 


ended without doing any thing to the Purpoſe, it 
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Booth ſat ſome Time with his Wife, expecting eve- 
ry Minute when the little Maid would make her Ap- 
arance ; at laſt Curioſity, I believe, rather than Ap. 
petite, made him aſk, how long it was to Dinner? 
To Dinner ! my dear, anſwered Amelia; ſure you 
have dined, I hope? Booth replied in the Nega- 
tive; upon which his Wife ſtarted from her Chair, 
and beſtirred herſelf as nimbly to provide him a Re- 
paſt, as the moſt induſtrious Hoſteſs in the Kingdom 
doth, when ſome unexpected Gueſt of extraordinary 
Quality arrives at her Houſe, 
The Reader hath not, I think, from any Paſſages 
hitherto recorded in this Hiſtory had much Reaſon to 
accuſe Amelia of a blameable Curioſity ; he will not, 
I hope, conclude that ſhe gave an Inſtance of any 
ſuch Fault, when, upon Boorh's having ſo long over- 
ſtaid his Time, and ſo greatly miſtaken the Hour of 
the Day, and upon ſome other Circumſtances of his 
Behaviour : (for he was too honeſt to be good at con- 
cealing any of his Thoughts) ſhe ſaid to him, af- 
ter he had done eating, My dear, I am ſure 
* ſomething more than ordinary hath happened to-day, 

© and I beg you will tell me what it is. 
Booth anſwered, that nothing of any Conſequence, 
had happened; that he had been detained by a Friend, 
whom he met accidentally, longer than he expected. 
In ſhort, he made many ſhuffling and eyaſive Anſwers, 
not boldly lying out, which perhaps would have 
{ucceeded, but poorly and vainly endeavouring to 
reconcile Falſhood with Truth. An Attempt which 
ſeldom fails to betray the moſt practiſed Deceiver. 

How impoſlible was it therefore for poor Booth to 
ſucceed in an Art for which Nature had ſo entirely 
diſqualified him. His Countenance indeed con- 
felled faſter than his Tongue denied; and the 
whole of his Behaviour gave Amelia an Alarm, and | 
made her ſuſpe& ſomething very bad had happened ; | 
and as her Thoughts turned preſently-on the Badneſs 
of their Circumſtances, ſhe feared ſome Miſchief 
from his Creditors had befallen him: for ſhe was too 
ignorant of ſuch Matters to know, that if OP | 
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fallen into the Hands of the Philiſtines, (which is the 
Name given by the Pious to Bailiffs) he would hard- 


ly have been able ſo ſoon to recover his Liberty, 
Booth at laſt perceived her to be ſo uneaſy, that as he | 
ſaw no Hopes of contriving any Fiction to ſatisfy 
her, he thought himſelf obliged to tell her the Truth, 
or at leaſt Part of the 'Truth, and confeſſed that he 


had had a little Skirmiſh with Colonel Bath, in which 


he ſaid the Colonel had received a light Wound, not 


at all dangerous; and this, ſays he, 1s all the whole 


Matter. If it be ſo cries Amelia, * I thank 
© Heaven no worſe hath happened; but why, my 
© dear, will you ever converſe with that Madman, 


_ © who can embrace a Friend one Moment, and fight 


* with him the next? Nay, my dear, anſwered 
© Booth, you yourſelf muſt confeſs, tho' he be a 
© little too much on the Qui vive, he is a Man of 


great Honour and Good- nature.“ Tell me not,” re- 
plied ſhe, © of ſuch Good-nature and Honour as would 


* ſacrifice a Friend and a whole Family to a ridicu- 
< lous Whim. O Heaven, cried ſhe, falling upon 


| her Knees, from what Miſery have I eſcaped, from 


© what have theſe poor Babes eſcaped thro' your 


7 


© gracious Providence this Day! Then turning to 
her Huſband—ſhe cry d - But are you ſure the Mon- 
© ſter's Wound is no more dangerous than you ſay ? 


A Monſter ſurely I may call him, who can quar- 
rel with a Man that could not, that I am convinced 


| would not offend him. 


Upon this Queſtion Booth repeated the Aſſurances 


Which the Surgeon. had given them, perhaps with a 
little Enlargement, which pretty well ſatisfied Amelia; 
and inſtead of blaming her Huſband for what he had 


done, ſhe tenderly embraced him, and again returned 
Thanks to Heaven for his Safety. 

In the Evening Booth inſiſted on paying a ſhort Vi- 
fit to the Colonel, highly againſt the Inclination of 


Amelia, who by many Arguments and Entreaties en- 
- deayoured to diſſuade her Huſband from continuing 
an Acquaintance, in which ſhe ſhould always foreſee 
much Danger for the future. However, ſhe was at 


laſt 


2. ad, i yt A. to » 


either you, or your Brother Col. James.” 


Ch.. 7. 
laſt prevailed upon to acquieſce; and Booth went to 
the Colonel, whoſe Lodgings happened to be in the 
Verge as well as his own. 

He found the Colonel in his. Night-gown and his 

eat Chair, engaged with another Officer at a 
_ at Cheſs. He roſe immediately, and having 
heartily embraced Booth, preſented him to his Friend, 
ſaying he had the Honour to introduce to him as brave 
and as fortitudinous a Man as any in the King's 
Dominions.—He then took Booth with him into the 
next Room, and defired him not to mention a Ward 
of what had happened in the Morning, ſaying, I am 
very well ſatisfied that no more hath happened; 


© however, as it ended in nothing, I could wiſh it” 


© might remain a Secret.” Booth told him he was 
heartily glad to find him ſo well, and promiſed ne- 
ver to mention it more to any one. | 

The Game at Cheſs being but juſt begun, and nei- 


ther of the Parties having gained any conſiderable 


Advantage, they neither of them inſiſted on conti- 


nuing it; and now the Colonel's Antagoniſt took his 


leave, and left the Colonel and Booth together. 

As ſoon as they were alone, the latter earneſtly 
entreated the former to acquaint him with the real 
Cauſe of his Anger; for may J periſh,” cries Booth, 
* if I can even gueſs what I have ever done to offend 
* © Look'ee, Child, cries the Colonel, I tell you 
* I am for my own Part ſatisfied: for I am con- 
* vinced that a Man who. will fight can never be a 


* Raſcal; and therefore why ſhauld you enquire any 


more of me at preſent? When I ſee my Brother 
James, I hope to reconcile all Matters, and per- 
* haps no more Swords need be drawn on this Oc- 
caſion. But Booth ſtill perſiſting in his Deſire, the 
Colonel after ſome Hefication, with a tremendous 
Oath, cry'd out, I do not think myſelf at Libert 

to refuſe you after the Indignity I offered you; ſo 
* ſince yqu demand it of me, I will inform you. My 
* Brother told me you had uſed him diſhonourably, 
and had diwellicated his Character behind his Back, 


He gave me his Word too that he was well aflured 
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« of what he ſaid. What could I have done, though - 


I own to you I did not believe him, and your 
Behaviour ſince hath convinced me I was in the 
© right, I muſt either have given him the Lye, and 
« fought with him, or elſe f was obliged to behave 
* as I did, and fight with you. And now, my Lad, 
© I leave it to you to do as you pleaſe; but if you 
© are laid under any Neceſſity to do yourſelt further 
« Juſtice, it is your own Fault.“ 

Alas! Colonel,“ anſwered Booth, © beſides the 
Obligations I have to the Colonel, I have re- 
ally ſo much Love for him, that I think of nothing 
_ © Teſs than Reſentment. All I wiſh is to have this 

Affair brought to an Eclairciſſement, and to fatis- 
* fy him that he is in an Error: for though his Aſ- 


- © ſertions are cruelly injurious, and I have never de- 


« ſerved them; yet I am convinced he would not ſay 


© what he did not himſelf think. Some Raſcal en- 


© vious of his Friendſhip for me hath belied me to 


him; and the only Reſentment I defire is to con- 


© vince him of his Miſtake.” <p 

At theſe Words—the Colonel grinned horribly a 
 gbaſily Smile, or rather Sneer, and anſwered, © Young 
Gentleman, you may do as you pleaſe ; but by the 
eternal Dignity of Man, if any Man breathing 
© had taken a Liberty with my Character, —here, 
© here—Mr. Booth (hewwing his Fingers) here—d—n 
© me ſhould be his Noftrils, he ſhould breathe through 
my Hands, and breath his laſt——d—n me. 
Booth anſwered, © I think Colonel I may appeal to 
« your Teſtimony that I dare do ' myſelf Juſtice, 
| * fince he who dare draw his Sword againſt you, 

* can hardly be ſuppoſed to fear any other Perſon ; 
but J repeat to you again that I love Col. James ſo 
well, and am ſo greatly obliged to him, hat it 
would be almoſt indifferent to me, whether I di- 
* reed my Sword againſt his Breaſt, or my own.“ 

The Colonel's Muſcles were conſiderably ſoftened 
by Booth's laſt Speech; but he again contracted 
them into a vaſt Degree of Fierceneſs, before he 
cryed out. Boy, thou haſt Reaſon enough 4 
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© be vain; for thou art the firſt Perſon that ever 
could proudly ſay he gained an Advantage over 


me in Combat. I believe indeed, thou art not 


afraid of any Man breathing, and as I know thou 


haſt ſome Obligations to my Brother, I do not 
diſcommend thee ; for nothing more becomes the 
Dignity of a Man than Gratitude. Beſides, as I 
am fatisfied my Brother can produce the Author 


of the Slander — I ſay, I am fatisfied of that, 


a 

C-. 

s 

6 

o 

* d—n me, if any Man alive dares aſſert the con- 
« trary; for that would be to make my Brother 
«* himſelf a Liar, I will make him produce his Au- 
* thor; and then, my dear Boy, your-doing your- 
* ſelf proper Juſtice there, will bring you finely out 
0 


of the whole Affair. As ſoon as my Surgeon gives 


me Leave to go abroad, which, I hope, will be 

in a few Days, I will bring my Brother Fame, 

to a Tavern, where you ſhall meet us; and I will 

engage my Honour, my whole Dignity to you, 
to make you Friends.* | 


This Aſſurance of the Colonel gave Booth great 


Pleaſure; for few Perſons ever loved a Friend bet- 


ter than he did James; and as for doing military 
Juſtice on the Author of that ſcandalous Report which 


had incenſed his Friend againſt him, not Bath him- 
„ = 2 „ 

ſelf was ever mers keady on wer me. Oer I ee. 
Booth to execute it. He ſoon after took 25 5 


: „ . s * « . No. 
and returned home in high Spirits to his Ae , 


whom he found in Mrs. Elliſan's Apartment, engag 


ed in a Party at Ombrewith that Lady, and her right 

honourable Couſi n. „%% ͤͤ ò̊ D | 
His Lordſhip had, it ſeems, had a ſecond Inter- 
view with the great Man, and having obtained fur- 
ther Hopes (for I think there was not yet an abſolute 
Promiſe) of Succeſs in Mr. Booth's Affairs, his uſual 
-_ Nature brought him immediately ro acquaint 
r. Booth with it. As he did not therefore find him 
at home, and ashe met with the two Ladies together, 
he reſolved to ſtay till his Friend's Return, which he 
was aſſured would not be Jong, eſpecially as he wo 
: g 2 — p 0 
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ſio lucky, he ſaid, to have no particular Engagement 


that whole Evening. | 
We remarked before, that his Lordſhip, at the 


firſt Interview with Amelia, had diſtinguiſhed her bo 


a more particular Addreſs from the other Ladies; 


» but that now appeared to be rather owing to his per- 


fect good Breeding, as ſhe was then to be conſidered 
as the Miſtreſs of the Houſe, than from any other 
Preference. His preſent Behaviour made this till 
more manifeſt ; for as he was now in Mrs. Elliſon's 
Apartment, tho' ſhe was his Relation and old Ac- 
quaintance, he applyed his Converſation rather more 
to her than to Amelia. His Eyes indeed were now 
and then guilty of the contrary Diſtinction, but this 
Vas only by Stealth; for they conſtantly withdrew 
the Moment they were diſcovered. In ſhort, he 
treated Amelia with the greateſt Diſtance, and at the 
ſame time with the moſt profound and awful Reſpect ; 
bis Converſation was ſo general, ſo lively, and 10 ob 


liging, that Amelia, when ſhe added to his Agreea- 


. - bleneſs the Obligations ſhe had to him for his Friend- 


ſkip to Booth, was certainly as much pleaſed with his 
Lordſhip, as any virtuous Woman can poſſibly be 


with any Man, beſides her own Huſband. 


CHAP. VII. 


Containing various Matters. 


E have already mentioned the good Humour | 


in which Booth returned home; and the Rea- 
der will eaſily believe it was not a little encreaſed by 
the good Humour in which he found his Company. 
My Lord received him with the utmoſt Marks of 
Friendſhip and Affection, and told him that his At- 
fairs went on as well almoſt as he himſelf could deſire, 
and that he doubted not very ſoon to wiſh him Joy 
of a Company. | . 
When Booth had made a proper Return to all his 
Lordſhip's unparallelled Goodneſs, he whiſpered Am e. 


lia 
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lia that the Colonel was entirely out of Danger, and 


almoſt as well as himſelf. This made her Satisfaction 


complete, threw her into ſuch Spirits, and gave ſuch 
a Luſtre to her Eyes, that her Face, as Horace ſays, was 
too dazzling to be looked at; it was certainly too hand- 
ſome to be looked at without the higheſt Admiration. 

His Lordſhip departed about 10 o'Clock and left 
the Company in Raptures with him, eſpeciaily the 
two Ladies, of whom it is difficult to ſay which ex- 
ceeded the other in his Commendations. Mrs. E.liſon 
{wore ſhe believed he was the beſt of all human kind, 
and Amelia without making any Exception de- 
clared he was the fineſt Gentleman, and moſt 
agreeable Man ſhe had ever ſeen in her Life; 
adding, it was great pity he ſhould remain ſingle. 
That's true indeed, cries Mrs. Elliſon, and I have 
often lamented it, nay I am aſtoniſhed at it, con- 
ſidering the great Liking he always ſhews for our 
Sex, and he may certainly have the Choice of all. 


The real Reaſon, 1 believe, is his Fondneſs for 


his Siſter's Children. I declare, Madam, if you was 
to ſee his Behaviour to them, you would think they 


were his own. Indeed he is vaſtly fond of all man- 3 


© ner of Children.“ Good Creature, cries Amelia, 
if ever he doth me the Honour of another Viſit, I am 
« reſolved I will ſhew him my little Things. I think, 
Mrs. Elliſon, as you ſay my Lord loves Children, 
« I may ſay without Vanity, he will not ſee many 
© ſuch.” No indeed, will he not,” anſwered Mrs. 
Elliſon, * and now I think on't, Madam, I wonder 
at my own Stupidity in never making the Offer be- 
fore ; but ſince you put it into my Head, if 
you will give me Leave, I'll take Maſter and 
Miſs to wait on my Lord's Nephew and 
Niece. . They are very pretty behaved Children; 
and little Maſter and Miſs will be, I dare 
ſwear, very happy in their Acquaintance ; beſides, 
if my Lord himſelf ſhould ſee them, I know what 
will happen; for he is the moſt generous of all hu- 
man Beings.” „ | 
Anelia very readily accepted the Favonr which 
Mrs. Elliſon offered her; but Booth expreſt ſome Re- 


1 3 luclance. 
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D0 _ AMELTI A. Book V. 
luctance. Upon my Word, my Dear, ſaid he, 
* with a Smile, © this Behaviour of ours puts me in 
mind of the common Conduct of Beggars; who, 
* whenever they receive a Favour, are ſure to ſend 
other Objects to the ſame Fountain of Charity. 
* Don't we, my Dear, repay our Obligations to my 
* Lord in the ſame Manner, by ſending our Children 
a begging to him? N 
O bealtly ' cries Mrs. Elliſon, how could ſuck 
© a Thought enter your Brains! I proteſt, Madam, 
Il begin to grow aſhamed of this Huſband of yours, 
How can you have fo vulgar a way of thinking. 
* Begging indeed] the poor little dear Things a beg- 
ging—lf my Lord was capable of ſuch a "Thousgr, 
tho' he was my own Brother inſtead of my Couſin, I 
ſhould ſcorn him too much ever to enter his Doors. 
O dear Madam, anſwered Amelia, you take Mr. 
Booth too ſeriouſly, when he was only in jeſt; and 
the 885 ſhall wait upon you whenever you 
leaſe.“ 2 | 
- Tho" Booth had been a little more in earneſt than 
Amelia had repreſented him, and was not perhaps 
quiteſo much in the wrong as he was conſidered by 
Mrs. Elliſon; yet ſeeing there were two to one againſt 
him, he wiſely thought proper to recede, and let his 
Smile go off with that Air of a Jeſt, which his Wife 
had given it. | | 2 : 
Mrs. E/liſoz however could not let it paſs without 
paying ſome Compliments to Amelia's Underſtanding, 
nor without ſome obſcure Reflections upon Booth, 
with whom ſhe was more offended than the Matter re- 
uired. She was indeed a Woman of moſt profuſe 
Generoſity, and could not bear a Thought which ſhe 
deemed vulgar or ſneaking. She afterwards launced 
ſorth the moſt profuſe Encomiums of his Lordſhip's 
Liberality, and concluded the Evening with ſome 
Inſtances which he had given of that Virtue, which 
if not the nobleſt, is perhaps one of the moſt uſeful to 
Society, with which great and rich Men can be en- 
do Wed. | 
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The next Morning early Serjeant 4:4infon cance 


to wait on Lieutenant Booth, and deſired to ſpeak 


with his Honour in-private. Upon which, the Lieu- 
tenant and Serjeant took a Walk together in the Park. 
Booth expected every Minute when the Serjeant would 
open his Mouth, under which Expectation he con- 
tinued till he came to the End of the Mall, and fo 
he might have continued till he came to the End of 
the World: For tho' ſeveral Words ſtood at the End 
of the Serjeant's Lips, there they were likely to re- 
main for ever. He was indeed in the Condition of 

a Miſer, whom a charitable Impulſe hath impelled 
to draw a few Pence to the Edge of his Pocket, 
where they are altogether as ſecure, as if they were 
in the Bottom : For, as the one hath not the Heart 
to part with a Farthing ; ſo neither had the other the 
Heart to ſpeak a Word.. | | | 
Booth at length wondering that the Serjeant did not 
ſpeak, aſked him what his Buſineſs was, when the 


latter with a ſtammering Vefce began the following 


Apology, * I hope, Sir, your Honour will not be 


angry, nor take any thing amiſs of me, * I'do 


ba 


aſſure you, it was not of my Seeking, nay, I dare 
Leave indeed, if I had taken any Liberties from 


I ſhould lookiupon myſelf as one of the moſt worth- 
leſs and deſpicable of Wretches ; but nothing is 
farther from my Thoughts. I know the Diſtance 
which is between us; and becauſe your Honour 
hath been ſo kind and. good. as to treat me with 
more Familiarity than any other Officer ever did, 
if I had been baſe enough to take any Freedoms, 
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ſhould deſerve to be whipt through the Regiment. 


HG 


? * 


any ſuch Attempt. | | 
What can all this mean, At4iz/on,' cries Booth, 
© what mighty Matter would you introduce with all 
this previous Apology ?. „ | 
© I am almoſt aſhamed and afraid to mention it,” 


anſwered the Serj eant, « and yet I am ſure, your 
by | F Honour: 


not proceed in. the Matter without firſt aſking your 


the Goodneſs you have been pleaſed to ſhewme, - 


or to encroach upon your Honour's Goodneſs, 1 


J hope therefore, Sir, you will not ſuſpect me of 
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Honour will believe what I have ſaid, and not 
think any thing owing to my own Preſumption ; and 
at the ſame time I have no reaſon to think you would 
do any thing to ſpoil my Fortune in an honeſt Way, 
when it is dropt into my Lap without my own 
* ſeeking. For may I periſh if it is not all the Lady's 
own Goodneſs, and I hope in Heaven with your 
* Honour's Leave, I ſhall live to make her amends 
4 for it.'—In a Word, that we may not detain the 
Reader's Curioſity quite ſo long fas he did Boozh's, 
he acquainted that Gentleman that he had an Offer 
of Marriage from a Lady of his Acquaintance, to 
| whoſe Company he had introduced him, and deſired 
| his Permiſhon to accept of it. | | | 
_ Booth muſt have been very dull indeed, if after 
1M what the Serjeant had ſaid, and after what he had 
| heard Mrs. Elliſan ſay, he had wanted any Informa- 
tion concerning the Lady. He anſwered him briſkly 
and chearfully, that he had his free Conſent to marry 
any Woman whatever; and the greater and richer 
* the is, added he, the more I ſhall be pleaſed 
© with the Match. I don't enquire who the Lady 
is, ſaid he, ſmiling, * but I hope ſhe will make 
as good a Wife, as I am convinced her Huſband 
will deſerve.” 3 | 
© Your Honour hath been always too good to me, 
_ cries Atkinſon,” © but this I promiſe you, I will do all 
ain my Power.to merit the Kindneſs ſhe is pleaſed 
to ſhew me. I will be bold to ſay ſhe will marry 
an honeſt Man, tho' he is but a poor one; and ſhe 
© ſhall never want any thing which I can give her 
or do for her, while my Name is Fo/eph At- 
5. kinſon. _ | 
And ſo her Name is a Secret, Joe; is it? cries 
„ | | 
Why, Sir,“ anſwered the Serjeant, I hope your 
© Honour will not inſiſt upon knowing that, as I 
© think it would be diſhonourable in me to mention 
5 | | | 
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Not at all,” replied Booth, I am the fartheſt in 6 
in the World from any ſuch Deſire. I know thee a 
ES LSD 1 © bettar - Oe 
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better than imagine thou wouldſt diſcloſe the Name 
* of a fair Lady.“ Booth then ſhook Atkinſon hearti- 
ly by the Hand, and aſſured him earneſtly of the 
Joy he had in his good Fortune ; for which the good 
Serjeant failed not of making all proper Acknowledg- 
quoing After which they parted, and Booth returned 
ome. | | | 

As Mrs. E/liſin opened the Door, Beoth haſtily 
ruſhed by; for he had the utmoſt Difficulty to pre- 
vent laughing in her Face. He ran directly up Stairs, 
and throwing himſelf into a Chair diſcharged ſuch 
2 Fit of Laughter as greatly ſurprized, and at firſt 
almoſt frightned his Wife. | 

Amelia, it will be ſuppoſed, preſently enquired 
into the Cauſe of this Phænomenon, with which 
Booth, as ſoon as he was able (for that was not within 
a few Minutes) acquainted her. The News did not 
affect her in the ſame Manner it had affected her Huſ- 
band. On the contrary, ſhe cried, * I proteſt I 
cannot gueſs what makes you ſee it in ſo ridiculous 
2 Light. I really think Mrs. E!/;or hath choſen 
very well. I am convinced Foe will make her one 
ol the beſt of Huſbands; and in my Opinion, that 
is the greateſt Bleſſing a Woman can be poſſeſſed 


4 af d 
as * 


However, when Mrs. Elliſon came into her Room 

a little while afterwards to fetch the Children, Ame- 
lia became of a more riſible Diſpoſition, eſpecially 
when the former tur ning to Booth who was then pre- 
« ſent, ſaid, + So, Captain, my jantee Serjeant was 
© yery early here this Morning. I fcolded my 
Maid heartily for letting him wait ſo long in the 
Entry like a Lacguais, when ſhe might have ſhewn 
him into my inner Apartment.” At which Words 
Booth burſt out into a very loud Laugh; and Amelia 
herſelf could no more prevent laughing than ſhe 
could bluſhing. _ | | * 

Heyday! cries Mrs. Elliſon, what have I ſaid to 
* cauſe all this Muth ?* and at the ſame time bluſned, 
and look ed very ſilly, as is always the Caſe with Per- 

ſons who ſuſpect themſelves to, be the Objects of 
5 i | W Laughter, 
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Laughter, without abſolutely taking what it is which 
makes them ridiculous. | I | 

Booth ftill continued laughing; but Amelia compo. 
ang her Muſcles ſaid, © I aſk your Pardon, dear Mis. 
* Elliſon; but Mr. Booth hath been in a ſtrange gig- 
ling Humour all this Morning; and I really think 
it is infectious.? 5 

I aſk your Pardon too, Madam,“ cries Booth, 
but one is ſometimes unaccountably fooliſh.” 

' © Nay, but ſeriouſly,” ſaid ſhe, © what is the 
Matter Something I ſdid about the Serjeant, I 
* believe; but you may laugh as much as you pleaſe, 
Jam not aſhamed of owning, I think him one of 


own, I ſcolded my Maid at ſuffering him to wait 

in my Entry; and where is the mighty ridiculous 

Matter, pray” 5 . 
None at all, anſwered Booth, and I hope, the 


next Time he will be uſhered into your inner 


* Apartment.” | | 3 

* Why ſhould he not, Sir,“ replied ſhe? For 
wherever he is uſhered, I am convinced he will be- 
have himſelf as a Gentleman ſhould.” 

Here Anelia put an End to the Diſcourſe, or it 
might have proceeded to ver 


£0:th Was of a waggiſh Tnclination ; and Mrs, Elliſon 
was not a Lady of the niceſt Pelicacy. a 
CHAP. IX. 
De heroic Behaviour of Col. Bath. 


4 B OOTH went this Morning to pay a ſecond Vi- 
fit to the Colonel, where he found Col. James. 


Both the Colonel and the Lieutenant appeared a little 


ſhocked at their firſt Meeting ; but Matters were ſoon 
cleared up; for the former preſently advanced to the 


latter, ſhook him heartily by the Hand, and faid— 
— Mr. Booth, J am aſhamed to ſee you; for I have 
* injured you, and I heartily ak your Pardon. I 
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the prettieſt Fellows Jever faw in my Life; and, I 
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« am now perfectly convinced, that what I hinted te 
my Brother, and which I find had like to have 
« produced ſuch fatal Conſequences, was entirely 
« groundleſs, If you will be contented with my 
* aſking your Pardon, and ſpare me the diſagreeable 
© Remembrance of what led me into my Error, I 
© ſhall eſteem it as the higheſt Obligation. 
Booth anſwered, * As to what regards yourſelf, my 
dear Colonel, I am abundantly ſatisfied ; but as I am 
.* convinced, ſome Raſcal hath been my Enemy with 
« you in the cruelleſt Manner, F hope you will not 
deny me the Opportunity of kicking him through 
the World” CEE” c 
© By all the Dignity of Man,“ cries Colonel Bath, 
© the Boy ſpeaks with Spirit, and his Requeſt is rea- 
« ſonable.” | | . 2 
Colonel Fames hefitated a Moment, and then 
whiſpered Booth that he would give him all the Satiſ- 
faction imaginable concerning the whole Affair, when 
they were alone together; upon which Both ad- 
drefling himſelf to Colonel Bath, the Diſcourſe turned 
on other Matters, during the Remainder of the Viſit, 
which was but ſhort, and then both went away to- 
gether, leaving Colonel Bath as well as it was poſ- 
ſible to expect, more to the Satisfaction of Booth 
than of Col. James, who would not have been diſ- 
leaſed if his Wound had been more dangerous: for 
le was grown ſomewhat weary of a Diſpoſition that 
he rather called captious than heroic, and which, as 
he every Day more and more hated his Wife, he 
apprehended might ſome time or other give him ſome 
Trouble: For Bath was the moſt affectionate of 
Brothers, and had often ſwore in the Preſence of 
James, that he would eat any Man alive who ſhould 
ie his Siſter ill. 
Col. Bath was well ſatisfied that his Brother and 
the Lieutenant were gone out with a Deſign of Tilt- 
ing, from which he offered not a Syllable to diſſuade 
them, as he was convinced it was right, and that 
B 00th could in Honour take, nor the Colonel give 
| any 
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any leſs Satisfaction. When they had been gone 
therefore about half an Hour, he rang his Bell, to 
enquire if there was any News of his Brother; a 
Queſtion which he repeated every ten Minutes, for 
the Space of two Hours, when having heard nothing 


of him, he began to conclude that both were killed 


on the Spot, 5 SE: 

While he was in this State of Anxiety, his Siſter came 
do ſee him; for notwithſtanding his Defire of keeping 
it a Secret, the Duel had blazed all over the Town. 
After receiving ſome kind Congratulations on his 
Safety, and ſome unkind Hints concerning the 
Warmth of his ' Temper, the Colonel aſked her when 
ſhe had ſeen her Huſband; ſhe anſwered not that 
Morning. He then cummunicated to her his Suſpici- 
en, told her he was convinced his Brother had drawn 
his Sword that Day, and that as neither of them had 


heard any Thing from him, he began to apprehend 


the worſt that could happen. | 
Neither Miſs Bellamy, nor Mrs. Cibber, were ever 
in a greater Conſternation on the Stage, than now ap- 
| peared in the Countenance of Mrs. James. Good 
* Heavens ! Brother, cries ſhe, © what do you tel! 
* me! yon have frightened me to Death. Let 
« your Man get me a Glaſs of Water immediately, 
if you have not a Mind to ſee me die before your 
© Face. When, where, how was this Quarrel, why 
did you not prevent it, if you knew of it? Is it not 
© enough to be every Day tormenting me with ha- 
* zarding your own Life, but muſt you bring the 
Life of one who you know muſt be and ought to be 
© ſo much the deareſt of all to me, into Danger: 
Take your Sword, Brother, take your Sword, and 
© plunge it into my Boſom ; it would be kinder of 
« you than to fill it with ſuch Dreads and Terrours. 
Kere ſhe ſwallowed the Glaſs of Water; and 


then threw derſelf back in her Chair, as if ſhe had in- 


tended to faint away. | | | 
Perhaps if ſhe had ſo, the Colonel would have lent 
her no Aſſiſtance; for ſhe had hurt him more than by 


ten thouſand Stabs. He ſat erect in his Chair, _ 
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his Eyebrows knit, his Forehead wrinkled, his Eyes 

flaſhing Fire, his Teeth grating againſt each other, 
and breathing Horrour all around him. In this Poſ- 
ture he ſat for ſome time filent, caſting diſdainful 

Looks at his Siſter. Atlaſt, his Voice found its Way 

through a Paſſion which had almoſt choaked him, and 
he cried out, © Siſter, what have I done to deſerve 
the Opinion you expreſs of me? Which of my Ac- 
tions hath made you conclude that I am a Raſcal 

, and a Coward? Look at that poor Sword, which 
* never Woman yet {aw but in its Sheath, what hath 
that done to merit your Deſire that it ſhould be con- 
* taminated with the Blood of a Woman?“ 

* Alas ! Brother, cries the, © I know not what 
you ſay, you are defirous, I believe, to terrify me 

out of the little Senſes I have left. What can 1 

have ſaid in the Agonies of Grief, into which ycu 

threw me, to deſerve this Paſſion ?” 

What have you ſaid, anſwered the Colonel, © you 
have ſaid that which if a Man had ſpoken, nay, 
d n me, if he had but hinted that he durſt even 
think, I would have made him eat my Sword, by 
all the Dignity of Man, I would have crumble41 
his Soul into Powder. But, I conſider that the 
Words were ſpoken by a Woman, and I am calm 
again. Center my Dear, that you are my Silter, 
© and behave yourſelf with more Spirit. I have on- 

ly mentioned to you my Surmiſe. It may not have 

© happened, as I ſuſpect, but let what will have hay- 
© pened, you will have the Comfort that yo.r 

* Huſband hath behaved himſelf with becoming Dig 

© nity and lies in the Bed of Honour.” Ng 

Talk not to me of ſuch Comfort,” replied the 
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Lady, it is a Loſs I cannot ſurvive ; but why do | 
© ſit here lamenting myſelf, I will go this Inftant and 
© know the worſt of my Fate, if my trembling Limb. 
will carry me to my Coach. Good morrow, dear 
Brother, whatever becomes of me, Jam glad to 
find you out of Danger.“ The Colone paid he- 
his proper Compliments, and ſhe then lef:the Room, 
but returned inſtantly back; ſaying, * Brother, I 
* muſt beg the Favour of you to let your Footman 

Vol. II. K © ther 
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6 
© ſtep to my Mantua- maker, J am ſure it is a: Mira- ] 
dle in my preſent diſtracted Condition, how it came : 

into my Head. The Footman was preſently ſummo- : 
ned, and Mrs. James delivered him his Meſſage, which t 
was to countermand the Orders which ſhe had given t 
that very Morning, to make her up a new Suit of : 
Brocade. Heaven knows, ſays .ſhe. now when I 
I can wear Brocade, or whether ever I ſhall wear 
© it.” And now having repeated her Meſſage with t 
reat Exactneſs, leſt there ſhould be any Miſtake, 'v 
| the again lamented her wretched Situation, and then If 
_ departed, leaving the Colonel in full ExpeQation of 0 
hearing ſpeedy News of the fatal Iſſue of the Battle. N 
But tho' the Reader ſhould entertain the ſame Cu- | 
riofity, we muſt be excuſed from ſatisfying it, till we t 
have firſt accounted for an Incident which we have c 
related in this very Chapter, and which we think de- t] 
— ſome Solution. The Critic, I am convinced, c 
already is apprized that I mean the friendly Behavi- 1 
our of James to Booth, which from what we had n 
before recorded, ſeemed ſo little to be expected. t! 
It muſt be remembred, that the Anger which the ec 
former of theſe Gentlemen had conceived againſt the | 
latter, aroſe entirely from the falſe Account given by ſl; 
Miſs Mathgws of Booth, whom that Lady had ac- 
cuſed to Colonel James of having as baſely as wicked- c 
| edly traduced his Character. 1885 Wy” ( 
Now, of all the Miniſters of Vengeance, there are c 
none with whom the Devil deals ſo treacherouſly, as c 
with thoſe whom he employs in executing the iff 
miſchievous Purpoſes of an angry Miſtreſs ; for * 
no ſooner is Revenge executed on an offending . 


Lover, than it is ſure to be repented, and all the An- 
ger which before raged againſt the beloved. Object, re- 
turns with $uble Fury on the Head of his Aſſaſſin. 
Miſs Matlbeaus therefore no ſooner heard ,that Boots 
was killed, (for ſo was the Report at firſt, and by a 
Colonel of the Army) than ſhe immediately concluded 
it to be James. She was extremely ſhock'd with the 
News, and her Heart inſtantly began to relent. All 
ic F eafons on which ſhe had founded her Love, re- 
 E.2TC in the Arorgeſt and livelieſt Colcurs to her 


Mind, 
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Mind, and all the Cauſes of her Hatred ſunk down 
and diſappeared ; or if the leaſt Remembrance of any 
Thing which had diſobliged her remained, her Heart 
became his zealous Advocate, and ſoon ſatisfied her 
that her own Fates were more to be blamed than ks, 
and that without being a Villain, he could have ated 
no otherwiſe than he had done. 5: | 
In this Temper of Mind, ſhe looked on herſelf 2s 

the Murderer of an innocent Man, and what to her 
was much worſe, of the Man ſhe had loved, and ftill did 
love with all the Violence imaginable. She looked 
on James as the Tool with which ſne had done this 
Murder; and as it is uſual. for People who have rah 
ly or inadvertently made any animate or inanimate 
thing the Inſtrument of Miſchief, to hate the inno- 
cent Means by which the Miſchief was effected: {for 
this is a ſubtle Method which the Mind invents to ex- 
cuſe ourſelves, the laſt Objects on whom we would 
willingly wreak our Vengeance ;) ſo Miſs Mathez: 
now hated and curled James as the efficient Cauſc of 
that Act which ſhe herſelf had contrived, and laboar- 
ed to carry into Execution. | 

She ſat dow therefore in a furious Agitation, little 
ſhort of Madneſs, and wrote the following Letter. 
I hope this will find you in the Hands of Juſtice, 
for the Murder of one of the beſt Friends that ever 
Man was bleſt with. In one ſenſe indeed, he may 
ſeem to have deſerved his Fate, by chuſing a Foo! 
for a Friend, for who but a Fool would 
have believed what the Anger and Rage of 
an injured Woman ſuggeſted ; a Story ſo” improba - 
ble, that I could ſcarce be thought in earneſt when 
* mentioned it. e | So 
* Know then, cruel Wretch, that poor Booth lov- 
ed you of all Men breathing, and was, I believe, 
in your Commendation, guilty of as much Falſe- 
hood, as I was in what I told you concerning him. 
* If this Knowledge makes you miſerable it is ns 
* more than you have made be 
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This Letter was communicated to the Author of 
this Hiſtory by Mr. Booth himſelf, who received 
it from the Hands of Colonel Fames; as to the other 
Anecdotes relating to this Lady, he had them from 
Miſs Mathewws's Maid-Servant,- who was in all the 
Secrets of her Miſtreſs; and after ſhe quitted her 
Service, came to live with a young Lady, who was 
an intimate Acquaintance of the Author. : 
Many other Materials of a private Nature were 
communicated by one of the Clerks of the Univerſal 
Regiſter Office; who by having a general Acquain- 
tance with Servants, is Maſter of all the Secrets el 
every Family in the Kingdom, | 


e Os. 


CHAP. X. 
Bing the laſt Chapter of the Fifth Book. 
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IE ſhall now return to Colonel Fimes and Mr. 
Noth, who walked together from Colonel 
Fes Lodging with much more peaccable Intention 
than that Gentleman had conjectured, who dreamt of 
nothing but Swords and Guns, and Inflemmts of 
Lars. : | | 
The Pirdcage-Walk in the Park was the Scene ap- 
_ Fointed by James for unburthening his Mind. 'Thi- 
ther they came, and there James acquainted Booth 
With all that which the Reader knows already, and 
gave him the Letter which we have inſerted at the End 
of the laſt Chapter. | | 
_ Booth expreſt great Aſtoniſhment at this Relation, 
not without venting ſome Deteſtation of the Wicked- 
neſs of Miſs Mathews; upon which James took him 
up, ſaying, he ought not to ſpeak with ſuch Abhor- 
rence of Faults, which Love for him had occaſioned. 
Can you mention Love, my dear Colonel, cried 
© Beth, and ſuch a Woman in the ſame Breath?” 
© Yes faith! can I,“ ſays James; © for the Devil 
* takeme, if I know a more lovely Woman in the 
25 | N World 
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ame, if I don't think her the fineſt Creature in the 


Booth; © but to me there appears ſomewhat very ſin- 


© the Object of Liking, great Qualities of Admirati- 
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World.“ Here he began to deſcribe her whole Per- 


ſon ; but as we cannot inſert all the Deſcription, ſo 
we ſhall omit it all ; and concluded with ſaying, curſe 


Univerſe. I would give half my Eſtate, Booth, ſhe 
loved me as well as ſhe doth you. 'Fho', on ſecond 
Conſideration, I believe I ſhould repent that Bar- 
gain; for then, very poſlibly, I ſhould not care a 
Farthing for her.“ : 
ou will pardon me, dear Colonel, anſwered 
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* gular in your way of thinking. Beauty is indeed 


Jon, good ones of Eſteem ; but the Devil take me, if 
I think any thing but Love to be the Object of 
Love.“ . | 
« Is there not ſomething too ſelfiſh,” replied James 

in that Opinion; but without conſidering it in 1 | 
Light, is it not of all things the moſt infipid ? All 
Oil! all Sugar! all Honey Zounds! it is enough 
to cloy the ſhar p- ſet Appetite of a Parſon. Acid 
ſurely are the moſt likely to quicken.” 
J do not love reaſoning in Allegories, cries 
Booth, but with regard to Love, I declare J never 
found any thing cloying in it. I have lived al- 
* moſt alone with my Wife near three Years together, 
* was never tired with her Company, nor ever wiſhed 
for any other; and J am ſure, I never taſted any of 
* the Acid you mention to quicken my Appetite.” 

* This is all very extraordinary and romantic to 
me,” anſwered the Colonel. If I was to be ſhut 
up three Years with the ſame Woman, which Hea- 
ven forbid ! nothing, I think, could keep me alive, 
but a Temper as violent as that of Miſs Matheevs. 
As to Love, it would make me ſick to Death, in 
the twentieth Part of that Time. If I was fo con- 
demned, let me ſee, what would I wih the Wo- 
man lo be! I think no one Virtue would be ſuſfi- 
cient. With the Spirit of a Tigreſs, I wouid he 
* her be a Prude, a Scold, a Scholar, a Critic, a 
© Wit, a Politician, and a Jacobite ; and then perhaps 
ER 1 . eternal 
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eternal Oppoſition would keep up our Spirits; and 
« wiſhing one another daily at the Devil, we ſhould 
make a ſhift to drag on a damnable State of Life» 
* without much Spleen. or Vapours.?“ 
And ſo you do not intend,” cries Booth, to 
© break with this Woman.“ | 
Not more than I have already, if I can help it, 
anſwered the Colonel. | 
And you will be. reconciled to her?“ ſaid ooh. 
Ves, faith; will I, if I can,” anſwered the Co- 
lone! “ I hope you have no Objection.“ 8 
None, my dear Friend, ſaid Booth, unleſs on 
* your Account. | | | 
II do believe you, ſaid the Colonel; and yet let 
me tell you, you are a very extraordinary Man, not 
to deſire me to quit her on your o n- Account. Up- 
on my Soul, I begin to pity the Woman, Who hath 
placed her Affection perhaps on the only Man in 
England of your Age, who would not return it. 
But for my Part, I promiſe you I like her beyond 
all other Women; and whilſt that is the Caſe, my 
* Boy, if her Mind was as full of Iniquity as Pandoras 
Box was of Diſeaſes, I'd hug her cloſe in my Arms, 
and only take as much Care as poſſible to keep the 
Lid down for fear of Miſchief.— But come, 
dear Booth,” ſaid he, let us conſider your Affairs; 
© for I am aſhamed of having neglected them ſo 
long; and the only Anger I have againſt this Wench 
© js, that ſhe was the Occaſion of it. : 
Booth then acquainted the Colonel with the Promi- 
ſes he had receiv'd from the noble Lord, upon which 
Zames ſhook him by the Hand, and heartily wiſh'd 
him Joy, crying, I do aſlure you if you have his 
© Intereſt, you will nead no other; I did not know 
vou was acquainted with him,” | 
To which Mr. Booth anſwered that he was but a 
new Acquaintance,. and that he was recommended to 
him by a Lady, „„ 
© A Lady, cries the Colonel, —“ well, I don't aſk 
* her Name. You are a happy Man, Booth, amongſt 
* the Wemen ; and I aſſure you, you could have no 
| _ © Kronger 


* © ſtronger Recommendation. The Peer loves the 
Ladies, I believe, as well as ever Mark Antony did; 


= 


and it is not his Fault, if he hath. not ſpent as 


* 
much upon them. If he once fixes his Eye upon 
© a Woman, he will ſtick at nothing to get her.“ 
Ay, indeed!“ cries Booth. Is that his Cha- 
racter! 1 e | 
Ay, faith!” anfwered the Colonel, and the Cha- 
© racter of moſt Men beſide him. Few of them, T 
© mean, will ftick at any. thing beſide their Money. 
* Tuſque a laBourſe, is ſometimes the Boundary of Love 
as well as Friendſhip, And, indeed, I never knew 
any other Man part with his Money ſo very freely 


: Fo 


on theſe Occaſions, You ſee, dear Booth, the Conf- 


« dence I have in your Honour? | 

© I hope, indeed, you have, cries - Boorh, but Þ 
don't ſee what Inftance you now give me of that 
s Confidence, | PPT 

© Have not I ſnewn you,” anſwered: James, where 
you may carry your Goods to- Market? I can aſſure 
you, my Friend, that is a Secret I would not im- 
part to every Man in your Situation, and- all Cir- 
« cumſtances conſidered.” | 


I am very ſorry, Sir,” cries Booth very gravely, 
and turning as pale as Death, © you ſhould entertain a 
Thought of this Kind. A Thought which hath 


© almoſt frozen up my Blood. I am unwilling to be- 
lieve there are ſuch Villains in the World; but there 
* is none of them whom TI ſhould deteſt half ſo much 
as myſelf, if my own Mind had ever ſuggeſted to 
© me a Hint of that Kind. I have taſted of ſome 
« Diſtreſſes of Life, and I know not to what greater L 
may be driven; but my Honour, I thank Heaven, 
js in my own Power, and I can boldly ſay to For- 
tune ſhe ſhall not rob me of it.“ 
* Have I not expreſt that Confidence, my dear 
Booth anſwered the Colonel. And what you ſay 
now well juſtifies my Opinion; for I do agree with 
* you, that conſidering all things, it would be the 
* higheſt Inſtance of Diſhonour.“ 985 
| | 5 e « Diſhonour 
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104 IME LI A. Book V 
Diſhonour indeed!” returned Booth. What to 
« proſtitute my Wife! Can I think there is ſuch a 
Wretch breathing ? | | 6 
I don't know that,” ſaid the Colonel; but I am 
© ſure it was very far from my Intention to inſinuate 
© the leaſt Hint of any ſuch Matter to you. Nor 
can I imagine how you yourſelf could conceive ſuch 


than the charming Perſon of Miſs Matheaus; for 
whom I am convinced my Lord would bid a ſwin- 
ging Price againſt me.“ | 
Booth's Countenance greatly cleared up at this De- 
ration, and he anſwered with a Smile, that he hoped 
he need not give the Colonel any Aſſurances on that 
Head. However, tho' he was ſatisfied with regard 
to the Colonel's Suſpicions ; yet ſome Chimeras now 
| aroſe in his Brain, which gave him no very agreeable 
Senſations. What theſe were the ſagacious Reader 
may probably ſuſpe& ; but if he ſhould not, we may 
perhaps have occaſion to open them in the Sequel, 
Here we will put an End to this Dialogue, and to the 
fifth Book of this Hiſtory. | Pee 
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a Thought. The Goods I meant, were no other 
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Panegyrics on Beauty, with ober grove Mattcrs, 


N E Colonel and Both walked together to 
the latter's Lodging ; for as it was not that 
Day in the Week in which all Parts of the 


Town are indifferent, Booth could not wait on the 


Colonel. | 


When they arrived in Sęring-Garden, Booth to his 


great Surprize found no one at home but his Maid. 


In truth,” Amelia had accompanied Mrs. E!/:/oz and 
her Children to his | ordſhip's ; for as her little Girl. 
ſhewed a great Unwillingneſs to go without her, the 
fond Motlier was Aſily perſuaded to make one of the 
Company. | 


Both had ſcarce uſhered the Colonel up to his. 


Apartment, when a Servant from Mrs. James knock- 


ed haſtily at the Door. The Lady not meeting with 


her Huſband at her Return home began to deſpair 
of him, and performed every thing which was decent 
on the Occaſion. An Apothecary was preſently 
called with Hartſhorn and Sal Volatile, a Doctor 
was fent for, and Meſſengers were diſpatched every 
way, amongſt the reſt one was ſent to enquire at 
the Lodgings of his ſuppoſed Antagonift. | 
The Servant hearing that his Maſter was alive and 
well above Stairs, ran up eagerly to acquaint him 
with the dreadful Situation in which he left his _ 
| | | rable 
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rable Lady at home, and likewiſe with the Occaſion 


of all her Diſtreſs, ſaying that his Lady had been at 


Ker Brother's, and had there heard that his Honour 


was killed in a Duel by Capt. Booth. 
The Colonel ſmiled at this Account; and bid the 
Servant make haſte back to contradi& it.—And then 


turning to Booth he ſaid, Was there ever ſuch a- 
*nother Fellow as this Brother of mine? I thought in- 
* deed his Behaviour was ſomewhat odd at the time. 


I ſuppoſe he overheard me whiſper that I would 
give you Satisfaction, and thence concluded we 
went together with a Deſign of Tilting. D—n 


* the Fellow, I begin to grow heärtily ſick of him, 
and wiſh I could get wel) rid of him without cutting 
his Throat, which J ſometimes apprehend he will 
inſiſt on my doing, as a Return for my getting him 


made a Lieutenant-Colonel.” 


Whilſt theſe two Gentlemen were commenting on 


the Character of the third, Amelia and her Company 


returned, and all preſently came up Stairs, not only 


the Children, but the two Ladies, laden with T'rinkets 
as if they had been come from a Fair. Annelia 


who had been highly delighted all the Morning with 
the exceflive Pleaſure which her Children enjoyed, 


when ſhe ſaw Col. James with her Huſband, and per- 


ceived the moſt manifeſt Marks of that Reconciliation, 


which ſhe knew had been ſo Jong and fo earneilly 
wiſhed by Booth, became ſo tranſported with Joy 


that her Happineſs was ſcarce capable of Addition. 


Exerciſe had painted her Face with Vermilion ; and 
the higheſt Good-humour had ſo ſweetened every 
Feature, and a vaſt Flow of Spirits had ſo lightned 
up her bright Eyes, that ſhe was all a blaze of Beau- 
ty. She ſeemed indeed, as Milton ſublimely deſcribe: 


Eve 
adorned 
With what all Earth or Heaven could beſtow © 


To make her amiable 


Again, Grace was in all her Steps Heaven in ber 


Eye 
Hure Dignity and Love.” 
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Or, as Waller ſweetly, though leſs ſublimely, fings. 


Saveetneſs, Truth, and every Grace, 
Which Time and Uſe are wont to teach, 
The Eye may in a Moment reach, 
And read diſtinctly in her Face. 3 


Or to mention one Poet more, and him of all t 
ſweeteſt, ſhe ſeemed to be the very Perſon of whom 
Suckling wrote the following Lines, -where, ſpeaking 

of Cupid, he lays, © | Bee, 
Al bis. lovely Looks, his pleaſing Fires, 

All his feveet Motions, all his taking Smiles, 

All that awvakes, all that injlames Deſires, 

All that feweetly commands, all that beguiles, 

He does into one Pair of Eyes convey, 
And there begs Leawe that the hi mhelf may ſtay. 

Such was Amelia at this time when ſhe entered the 
Room, and having paid her Reſpects to the Colonel, 
the went up to her Huſband, and cried, © O my dear 
© never was any Creatures ſo happy as your little 
.* Things have been this whole Morning; and all 
.* owing to my Lord's Goodneſs ; ſure never was any 
thing ſo good-natured and ſo generous !'—She then 
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made the Children produce their Preſents, the Value 
of which amounted to a pretty large Sum; for there 
was a Gold Watch amongſt the Trinkets that colt 

above twenty Gnineas. |, „ . 
Ingnſtead of diſcovering ſo much Satisfaction on this 
Occaſion as Amelia cxpeted, Booth very gravely 
\ anſwered, And pray, my dear, how are we to repay 
all theſe Obligations to his Lordſhip ?? How can 
you aſk ſo ſtrange a Queſtion ?* cries Mrs. Elliſon, 
_ © how little do you know of the Soul of Generoſity 
(for ſure my Couſin deſerves that Name) when you 
call a few little Trinkets given to Children, an Ob- 
* ligation ?* 4 Indeed, my dear, cries Amelia, I 
would have ſtopped his Hand, if it had been poſſi- 
ble; nay, I was forced at laſt abſolutely to refuſe, 
* or I believe he would haye laid a hundred Pound 
out on the Children: for I never ſaw any _ ar 

: 6 f On 
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© fond of Children, which convinces me he is one of 


© the beft of Men; but I aſk your Pardon, Colonel,“ 


ſaid ſhe, turning to him, I ſhould not entertain you 


with theſe Subjects; yet I know you have Good- 
< neſs enough to excuſe the Folly of a Mother.” 


The Colonel made a very low aſſenting Bow ; and 
ſoon after they all ſat down to a ſmall Repaſt; for 


the Colonel had promiſed. Booth to dine with him 
when they firſt came home together; and what he 
had ſince heard from his own Houſe, gave him till 
leſs Inclination- than ever to repair thither. 


But beſide both theſe, there was a third and tronger 


Inducement to him to paſs the Day with his Friend; 
and this was the Deſire of paſſing it with his Friend's 


Wife. When the Colonel had firſt ſeen Amelia in 


France, ſhe was but juſt recovered from a conſump- 
tive Habit, and looked pale and thin ; beſides his 
Engagements with Miſs Bath at that time took total 
Poſſeſſion of him, and guarded his Heart from the 
Impreſſions of another Woman; and when he had 
dined with her in Town, the Vexations through which 
ſhe had latel paſſed had ſomewhat deadned her Beau- 
ty; beſides, he was then engaged, as we have ſeen, 
in a very warm Purſuit of a new. Miſtreſs ? but now 
he had no ſuch Impediment: for though the Reader 

hath juſt before ſeen his warm Declarations of a Paſſi- 
on for Miſs Mazhews; yet it may he remember'd that 
he had been in Pgſſeſſion of her for above a Fort- 
night; and one of the happy Properties of this kind of 
Paſſion is, that it can with equal Violence love half a 


Dozen, or half a Score, different Objects at one and 


the ſame time. 5 Wm 

But indeed ſuch were the Charms now diſplayed by 
Amelia, of which we endeavoured above to draw ſome 
faint Reſemblance, that perhaps no other Beauty could 
have ſecured him from their Influence ; and here to 
confeſs a Truth in his Favour, however the grave, or 
rather the hypocritical Part of Mankind may cenſure 


it, I am firmly perſuaded that to withdraw Admiration 


from exquiſite Beauty, or to feel no Delight in 


' gazing at it, is as impoſſible as to feel no Warmth from 


the 
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the moſt ſcorching Rays of the Sun. To run away is 
all that is in our Power; and yet in the former Caſe if 
it muſt be allowed we have the Power of running a- 
way, it muſt be allowed alſo that it requires the ſtrong- 
eſt Reſolution to execute it: For when, as Dryden ſays, 


All Paradiſe ts opened in 4 Face, 55 
how natural is the Defire of going thither ! and how 


difficult to quit the lovely Proſpe&! Y 
And yet however difficult this may be, my young 
Readers, it is abſolutely neceſſary, and that immedi- 
ately too; flatter not yourſelves that Fire will not 
ſcorch as well as warm; and the longer we ſtay with- 
In its Reach, the more we ſhall burn. 'The Admirati- 
on of a beautiful Woman, though the Wife of our 
deareſt Friend, may at firſt perhaps be innocent; bus 
let us not flatter ourſelves it will always remain ſo; 
Deſire is ſure to ſucceed ; and Wiſhes, Hopes, De- 
ſigns, with a long Train of Miſchiefs, tread cloſe at 
our Heels. In Affairs of this Kind we may moſt pro- 
perly apply the well-known Remark of nemo: repente 
fait turpi//imiis. It fares indeed with us on this Occas 

"lion, as with the unwary Traveller in ſome Parts of 

Arabia the Deſart, whom the treacherous Sands im- 

erceptibly betray ill he is overwhelmed and loſt. In 
boch Caſes the only Safety is by withdrawing our Feet 
the very firſt Moment wWe perceive them ſliding. 

- This Digreſſion may appear impertinent to fome 
Readers; we could not however avoid the ortuni- 
ty of offering the above Hints; ſince of all Paſſiona 
there is nonè againſt which we ſhould ſo ſtrongly forti- 
55 ourſelves as this, which is generally Love: 

for no other lays before us, eſpecially in the tumultu- 
ous Days of Vouth, ſuch ſweet, ſuch ſtrong, and al- 

moſt irrefiſtible Temptations; none hath ' moduced in 
private Life ſuch fatal and lamentable 3 z and 
what is worſt of all, there is none to whoſe Poiſon and 


Infatuation the beſt of Minds are ſo liable. Ambition 
ſcarce ever produces any dus when it reigns in 


You, II. cruel 
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= _ernel and ſavage Boſoms : and Avariceſeldom flouriſh- 1 

es at all but in the baſeſt and pooreſt Soil. Love, on : 

the contrary, ſprouts uſually up in the richeſt and no- h 

- bleſt Minds; but there unleſs nicely watched, pruned, 9 

and cultivated, and carefully kept clear; of thoſe vici- f 
eus Weeds which are too apt to ſurround. it, it branch - 

es forth into Wildneſs and Diſorder, produces nothing 8 

deſirable, but choaks up and kills whatever is good 8 

and noble in the Mind where it 1o abounds. In ſhort, E 

to drop the Allegory, not only Tenderneſs and Good - 5 

nature, but Bravery, Generoſity, and every Virtue 2 

are often made the Inſtruments of effecting the mot * 

atrocious Purpoſes of this all · ſubduing Tyrant. ug 

1 de 

. CHAP. 1. | 

Fhich will net appear, we preſume, unnatural 5 

10 all married Readtri. . Ft 


Icke Table of poor Bosh afforded but an indif- Sc 

J ferent Repaſt to the Colonel's Hunger, here was ch 
moſt excellent. Entertainment of a much higher kind. 

The Colonel began now to wonder within himſelf at we 

his not having before diſcovered ſuch incomparable no 

Beauty and Excellence. This Wonder was indeed Ct 

ſo natural, that left it ſhould ariſe likewiſe in the Le 

Reader, we thought proper to give the Solution of it Pa 

in the preceding Chapter. 1 . Li 

During the firſt two Hours, the Colonel ſcarce ever at 

* had his Eyes off from Amalia; for he was taken by Vi 

- Surprize, and his Heart was gone beſore he ſuſpected to 

_ - bumſelfto be in any Danger. His Mind however no dre 

ſooner ſuggeſted a certain Secret to him, than it ſug- tha 

geſted ſome Degree of Prudence to him' at the ſame hac 

time; andthe Knowledge that he had Thoughts to wit 

eonceal, and the Care of concealing them; had Birth ho 

at one and the ſame Inftant. During the Reſidue of on 

the Day therefore, he grew more circumſpect, and ſur 

contented himſelf with now and then ſtealing a 2 2 Ca 
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by chance, eſpecially as the more than ordinary Gra- 
vity of Booth made him fear that his former Behaviour 
had betrayed to Booth's Obſervation the great and ſud- 
den Liking he had conceived for his Wife, even be- 
fore he had obſerved it in himſelf. | 
Amelia continued the whole Day in the higheſt | 
Spirits, and higheſt good Humour imaginable ; never 
once remarking that Appearance of Diſcontent in her 
Huſband, of which the Colonel had taken Notice; ſo 
much more quick-ſighted, as we have ſomewhere elſe 
hinted, is Guilt than Innocence. Whether Booth had 
in reality made any ſuch Obſervations on the Colo» 
nel's Behaviour as he had ſuſpected, we will not un- 
dertake to determine; yet ſo far may be material to 
ſay, as we can with ſufficient Certainty, that the 
Change in Booth's Behaviour that Day, from what 
was uſual with him, was remarkable enough. None 
of his former Vivacity appeared in his Converſation ; 
and his Countenance was altered from being the Pic- 
ture of Sweetneſs and good Humour, not indeed ta 
3 or Moroſeneſs, but to Gravity and Melan- 
choly. 8 
Tho the Colonel's Suſpicion had the Effect which 
we have mentioned on his Behaviour; yet it could 
not perſuade him to depart. In ſhort, he ſat in his 
Chair as if confined to it by Enchantment, ſtealing 
Looks now and then, and humouring his growing 
Paſſion, without having Command enough over his 

Limbs to carry him out of the Room, till Decency 
at laſt forced him to put an End to his prepoſterous 
Viſit. When the Huſband and Wife were left alone 
together; the latter reſumed the Subject of her Chil- 
dren, and gave Booth a particular Narrative of all 
that had paſt at his Lordſhip's, which he, tho'ſomething 
had certainly diſconcerted him, affected to receive 
with all the Pleaſure he could; and this Affectation, 
however aukwardly he acted his Part, paſſed very well 
en Amelia: for ſhe could not well conceive a Diſplea- 
ſure, of which ſhe had not the leaſt Hint of any 
Cauſe ; and indeed at a time, when from his Recon- 
| | | LS ciliation 
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ciliation with James, ſhe imagined her Huſband to be 
entirely and perfectly happy. 5 8 

The greateſt Part of that Night Boot | po awake; 
and if during the Reſidue he might be ſaid to ſleep, he 


could ſcarce be ſaid to enjoy Repoſe; his Eyes were 


no ſooner cloſed, than he was purſued and haunted 
by the moſt frightful and terrifying Dreams, which 
threw him into ſo reſtleſs a Condition, that he ſoon 


| diſturbed his Amelia, and greatly alarmed her with | 


Apprehenſions that he had been ſeized by ſome dread- 
| ful Diſeaſe, tho' he had not the leaſt Symptoms of a 
Fever by any extraordinary Heat, or any other Indi. 
cation, but what was rather colder than uſual. 

As Booth aſſured his Wife that he was very well, 
but found no Inclination to ſleep, ſhe likewiſe bid 
adieu to her Slumbers, and attempted. to entertain 


him with her Converſation. Upon which his Lord-. 


ſhip occurred as the firſt Topic; and ſhe repeated to 
bim all the Stories which ſhe had heard from Mrs. 

Elliſon of the Peer's Goodneſs to his Siſter and his Ne- 
phew and Niece. It is impoſſible, my dear, ſays 
ſhe, to deſcribe their Fondneſs for their Uncle, 
© which is to me an inconteſtable Sign of a Parent's 


© Goodneſs.” —— In this Manner ſhe ran on for ſeve- 


ral Minutes, concluding at laſt that it was Pity ſo very 
few had ſuch generous Minds joined to immenſe For- 
tunes. x 

Booth inſtead of making a direct Anſwer to what 
Amelia had faid, cried coldly, But do you think, 
my dear, it was right to accept all thoſe expenſive 
Toys which the Children brought home? and I aſk 
© you again, what Return we are to make for theſe 
Obligations??? | 

Indeed, my dear, cries Amelia, you ſee this 
© Matter in too ſerious a Light. Though I am the 


© ]aſt Perſon in the World who would leſſen his Lord - 


* ſhip's Goodneſs, (indeed I ſhall always think we are 


© both infinitely obliged to him) yet ſure. you muſt 


* allow the Expence to be a mere Trifle to ſuch a vaſt 
Fortune. As for Return, his own Benevolence, in 


= 
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the Satisfaction it receives more than repays ittelf, 
* and I am convinced he expects no o ther.” | 

Very well, my Dear, cries Booth. you ſhall 
© have it your way; I muſt confeſs, I never yet ſaw 
© Reaſon to blame your Diſcernment ; and perhaps I 
have been in the wrong to give myſelf ſo much. 
Vneaſineſs on this Account.? 

© Uneaſineſs! Child,” ſaid Amelia eagerly. Good. 
Heavens ! hath this made you;unealſy ? 

© I do oven it hath,” [anſwered Booth, * and it hath. [ 
been the only Cauſe! of breaking my Repoſe.” 

© Why then I wiſh;' eries Amelia, all the Things 
had been at the Devll, before ever the Children 
* had ſeen them; and whatever I may think myſelf, 
J promiſe you they ſhall never more. accept the 


© Value of a Farthing—If upon this Occaſion, I + 


have been the Cauie of your Uneaſineſs, you will 
do me the Juſtice to believe. that I was totally i in- 
© nocent.' | . 

At thoſe Words Booth rank derb in his: W 
and wich the tendereſt Embrace emphatically repeat- 
ing the Word Innocent, cried - Heaven forbid 1 
* ſhould think dthorwide,i O thou art the: beſt of Gan. 
*-tures that ever bleſſed a Man.? 


Well bat;” ſaid ſhe ſmiliog . Do abi my „ 


Dear, the Truth; 1 promiſe you I won't blame 
vou nor diſeſteem you for it ʒ hut is not Pride re- 
allxat the bottom of. this Fear of an Obligation? 


Perhaps it may, anſwered he, or if you will, 


you may call it Fear. I own I am afraid of Ob- 
ligations, as the worſt kind of Debts; for I have 
generally obſerved thoſe who confer them, expect 
to be repaid ten thouſand fold 

Here ended all that is material of their Diſcourſe ; | 
and a little time afterwards, they both fell faſt aſleep 
in one another's Arms; from which Time Forth had 
no more Reſtleſſneſs, nor any further Perturbation is 
his Dreams. 

Their Repoſe however had been 6 i Sip. 


bed in the former Part of the Night, that as it was 
L 3 very 
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very late before they enjoyed that ſweet Sleep I 
have juſt mentioned, they lay a-bed the next Day 
till Noon, when they both roſe with the utmoſt 
. Chearfulneſs; and while Amelia beſtirred herſelf in 
the Affairs of her Family, Booth went to viſit the 
wounded Colonel. 

He found that Gentleman till proceeding very faſt 
in his Recovery, with which he was more pleaſed than 
he had Reaſon to be with his Reception ; for the Co- 

| Jonel received him very coldly indeed, and when 
Booth told him he had received perfect Satis faction 
from his Brother, Bath erected his Head, and anſ- 
wered with a Sneer, Very well, Sir, if you think 
© theſe Matters can be ſo made up, dn me, if it 
is any Bufineſs of mine. My Dignity hath not 
been injured. . 8 
No one, I believe, cries Booth, dare injure it.“ 
© You believe ſo !' {aid the Colonel, I think, Sir, 
you might be aſſured of it; but this, at leaſt, you 
may be aſſured of, that if any Man did, I would 
© tumble him down the Precipice of Hell, d—n me, 
that you may be aſſured off | 

As Booth found the Colonel in this Diſpoſition, he 
Had no great Inclination to lengthen out his Viſit, nor 

did the Colonel himſelf ſeem to deſire it; ſo he ſoon 

xeturned back to his Amelia, whom he found perform- 

Ing the Office of a Cook, with as much Pleaſure as 
A -_ Lady generally enjoys in dreſſing herſelf out for 


» 5 
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CHAP: III. 
In which the Hiſtory laoks a little backwards. 


EFORE we proceed farther in our Hiſtory, we 
ſhall recount a ſhort Scene to our Reader which 
paſſed between Amelia and Mrs. Elliſon, whilſt Booth 
was on his Viſit to Col. Bath. We have already ob- 
ſerved, that Amelia had conceived an extraordinary 
Affection for Mrs, Bennet, which had ſtill encreaſed 
every time ſhe ſaw her ; ſhe thought ſhe diſcovered 
ſomething wonderfully good and gentle in her Coun- 
tenance and Diſpoſition, and was very deſirous of 
knowing het whole Hiſtory. Et 
She had a very ſhort Interview with that Lady this 
Morning in Mrs. Elliſon's Apartment. As ſoon there- 
fore as Mrs. Bennet was gone, Amelia acquainted Mre. 
Elliſon with the good Opinion ſhe had conceived of 
her Friend, and likewiſe with her Curioſity to know 
her Story: For there muſt be ſomething uncommon- 
ly good, ſaid ſhe, © in one who can ſo truly mourn 
. for a Huſband above three Years after his Death.” 
O, cries Mrs. Elliſin, to beſure the World muſt - 
* allow her to have been one of the beſt of Wives. 
And indeed, upon the whole ſhe is a good Sort of 
Woman; and what 1 like her the beſt for is a ſtrong 
© Relemblance that ſhe bears to ycurſelf in the Form . 
of her Perſon, and ſtill more in her Voice. But for 
© my own Part, I know nothing remarkable in her 
Fortune unleſs what I have told you, that ſhe was 
the Daughter of a Clergyman, had little or no For- 
© tune, and married a ove Parſon. for Love, who 
left her in the utmoſt Diſtreſs. If you pleaſe, I will 
ſhew you a Letter which ſhe writ to me at that time, 
© tho' I inſiſt upon your Promiſe never to mention it 
to her; indeed, you will be the fiſt Perſon I ever 
© ſhewed it to.” She then opened her Scrutore, and 
taking out the Letter delivered it tg Amelia, Viss. | 
Om EO Ie. e, Pen 
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ns %% ELI. Book VI. 
There Madam, is, I believe, as fine a Picture of 
* Diſtreſs as can well be drawn.“ | 


© Dear Madam, VVV 
As I have no other Friend on Earth but yourſelf, 
hope you will pardon my writing to you at this 
« Seaſon ; tho' I do not know that you can relieve 
my Diſtreſſes, or if you can, have I any Pretence 
to expect that you ſhould. My poor dear, O Hea- 
© vens! — my lies dead in the Houſe, and 

after I had procured ſufficient to bury him, a ſet 
of Rufflans have entered my Houſe, ſeized all I 

_ ©+have, have ſeized his dear, dear Corpſe, and threaten. 
to deny it Burial. For Heaven's Sake, ſend me, 
© at leaſt, ſome Advice; little Tommy ſtands now by 
* mecrying for Bread, which I have not to give him. . 
A can {ay no more than that T am, : 


- Your moſt diſtreſſed humble Servant, | 

2585 Se | ML. Benner,” 

Amelia read the Letter over twice, and then return- 
ing it, with Tears in her Eyes, aſked how the poor 
Creature could poſſibly get through ſuch Diſtreſs.” 

** You may depend upon it, Madam, faid Mrs. 
Ellifer, the Moment T read this Account, I poſted | 
away immediately to the Lady. As to the ſeizing the 
Body, that T found was a mere Bugbear ; but all 
the reſt was literally true. I ſent immediately for 
the fame Gentleman, that I recommended to Mt. 
« Boorh, left the Cate of burying the Corpſe to him, 
and brought my. Friend and her little Boy imme- | 
_ © diately away to my own Houſe, where ſhe remained 

«* ſome Months in the moſt miſerable Condition. I.then . 

« prevailed with her to retire into the Country, and 
- © procured her a Lodging with a Friend at Sr. Ed. 

« mundſbury, the Air and Gayety of which Place by 

degrees recovered her; and ſhe rerurtied in abodt 

Sed | : | a Twelve- 


-- 


— 


1 e 
2 Twelremonch to Town, as well, 1 think, as ſhe 
is at preſent.” 
Is am almoſt afraid to aſk,” cries Amelia ; and yet 
5 I long methinks to know what is become of the 
© poor little Boy.“ 
© He hath been dead, ſaid Mrs. Elliſon, 2 little 
more than half a Year.; and the Mother lamented 
© him at ſirſt almoſtas much as ſhe did her Huſband; 
but I found it indeed rather an eaſier Matter to 
comfort her, tho' I ſat up with her near a Fornight | 
© upon the latter Occaſion. 

* You are a good Creature, ſaid Amelia, and- : 
love you dearly.” 

Alas] Madam, cries ſhe, © what could I have 
© done, if it had not been for the Goodneſs of that beſt - 
of Men, my noble Couſin! His Lordſhip no ſooner 
© heard of the Widow's Diſtreſs from me, than he 
immediately ſettled 150 J. a Lear upon her during 
her Life. 

Well how noble, how i was that! ſaid 
Amelia, I declare J begin to love your Couſin, 
Mrs. Elliſan. 

And I declare if you do, anſwered ſhe, there 
is no Love loſt, I verily believe; if you had heard 
© what I heard him ſay Yeſterday behind your Back— 

| - Why what did he ſay, Mrs. Bllifon ? cnes A. 
melia. 

He ſaid,” anſwered the other, that you was the 
© fineſt Woman his Eyes ever beheld. —Ah/! it is in 
© yain to wiſh, and yet, I cannot help wiſhing too.— 
O Mrs. Booth if you had been: a ſingle Woman, I 
firmly believe J 8 have made you the happieſt 
in the World. And J ſincerely think, I never faw 
* a Woman who deſerved it more.“ 

I am obliged to you, Madam,” cries Amelia, c 4 
Pyour good Opinion; but I really look on myſelf 
© already as the happieſt Woman in Hoa World. Our 
Circumſtances it is true might have been a little more 
fortunate; but, O mp dear Mrs Bll ;/on, what For- 
, tune 


1 
: 
' 
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© tune can be put in the Balance with ſuch a Huſhand 
© as mine?” ; 


© I am afraid, dear Madam,” anſwered Mrs. Elliſon, 


© you would not hold the Scale fairly.—lI acknow- 
© ledge indeed, Mr. Booth is a very pretty Gentle- 


man; Heaven forbid I ſhould endeavour to leſſen 
him in your „ e yet if I was to be brought 


' © to Confeſſion, I could not help ſaying, I ſee where 
© the Superiority hes, and that the Men have more 
© Reaſon to envy Mr. Booth, than the Women have to 

« envy his Lady. 5 
« ' Nay, I will not bear this,” replied Amelia. 


© You will forfeit all my Love if you have the leaſt 


« difreſpe&ful Opinion of my Huſband. —You do not 
know him Mrs. Elliſon, he is the beſt, the kindeſt, 

the worthieſt of all his Sex. I have obſerved in- 
«© deed once or twice before that you have taken ſome 


« Diſlike to him. I can't conceive for what Reaſon. 
© If he hath ſaid or done any thing to diſoblige you, 


I am ſure I can juſtly acquit him of Deſign. His 
© extreme Vivacity makes him ſometimes a little toe 


© heedleſs ; but, I am convinced, a more innocent 


Heart, or one more void of Offence, was never in 
a human Boſom' | | 
< Nay, if you grow ſerious,” cries Mrs. Elliſon, © I 


have done. How is it poſſible you ſhould ſuſpeR I 


had taken any Diſlike to a Man, to whom I have al- 


© ways ſhewn ſo perfect a Regard ! But to ſay | think 


© him, or almoſt any other Man in the World worthy 
© of yourſelf, is not within my Power with Truth. 
And fince you force the Confeſſion from me, I de- 
s clare, I think ſuch Beauty, ſuch Senſe, and ſuch 
© Goodneſs united, might aſpire without Vanity to 
the Arms of any Monarch in Europe. 


Alas! my dear Mrs. Elliſon,” anſwered Amelia, 
© do you think Happineſs and a Crown fo cloſely uni- 


© ted? How many miſerable Women have lain in the 
Arms of King ?—Indeed, Mrs. Elliſon, if I had all 


* the Merit you compliment me with, I ſhould think 


* it all fully rewarded with ſuch a Man as I thank 


Heaven 


5 
. © Heaven hath fallen to my Lot ; nor would I, upon 
* my Soul, exchange that Lot with any Queen in the 

« . Univerſe, . 
© Well, there are enow of our Sex, ſaid Mrs. EIli- 
fon, to keep you in Countenance; but I ſhall never 


forget the Beginning of a Song of Mr. Congreve's, 


© that my Huſband was ſo fond of, that he was always 


Lowe's but a Frailty of the Mind, 
When lis not with Ambition join d. 


„Love without Intereſt makes but an unſavory Dith, 


in my Opinion.” | 
* And pray how long hath this been your Opinion? 
faid Amelia, ſmiling. | 
Ever ſince I was born, anſwered Mrs. Ellijon, 
© atleaſt, ever ſince I can remember. 
And have you never, ſaid Amelia, deviated from 


this generous way of thinking ?? | 5: 
Never once, anſwered the other, © in the whole 


 * Courſe of my Life.? ; i 
0 Mrs. Ellin! Mrs. Elliſon” cries Amelia, 
© why do we ever blame thoſe who are diſingenuous 


in confeſſing their Faults, when we are ſo often a- 
© ſhamed to own ourſelves in the Right. Some Wo- 


© men now, in my Situation, would be angry that you 


© had not made Confidantes of them ; but I never de- 


_ © fire to know more of the Secrets of others, than they 
© are pleaſed to entruſt nie with. You muſt believe 
© however, that I ſhould not have given you theſe 

Hints of my knowing all, if I had diſapproved your 


Choice. On the contrary, I aſſure you, I highly ap- 


© prove it. The Gentility he wants, it will be eaſil 
in your Power to procure for him; and as for his 
good Qualities, I will myſelf be bound for them: 


© and I make not the leaſt Doubt, _ have owned 
ed your Affections 


© te me yourſelf that you have pla 


i \ 
8 | 


on him, you will be one of the happieſt Women in 
* eee | SL „ : 
Upon my Honour, cries Mrs. EIliſan, v rave- 
I Ido not underſtand one Word of 5 . . 
Upon my Honour, you aſtoniſh me,” ſaid Amelia, 
'© but I have done = 
© Nay then,” faid the other, I inſiſt upon kn owing 
© what you mean” NT Tt, 5 
Why what can I mean, anſwered Amelia, but 
your Marriage with Serjeant A:hin/on?” | 
With Serjeant Aetinſon! cries Mrs. E1/:on eager- 
ly, my Marriage with a Serjeant !” | : 
Well, with Mr. Atkinſon then, Captain Atkinson, 
if you pleaſe; for ſo I hope to ſee him.. "TY 
And have you really no better Opinion of me, ſaid 
Mrs. Eiliſon, than to imagine me capable of ſuch 
Condeſcenſion? What have I done, dear Mrs. Bao“ b, 
to deſerve ſo low a Place in your Eſteem? I find in- | 
« deed, as Solomon lays, Homer ought. to,quatch the 
Dor of their: Lips. How little: did 1 imagine. that a I 
© little harmleſs Freedom in Diſcouſe, could perſuade 
one that I could entertain a ſerious Intention of diſ- 
gracing my Family! for of a very good Family am 
I come, I aſſure you, Madam, tho' I now let Lodg- 
- ings. Few of my Lodgers, I believe, ever came of 
4 a te.... ; | 4h 


If I have offended you, Madam, ſaid Amelia, J 
am very ſorry, and aſk- your Pardon; but beſides ] 
„What I heard from yourſelf, Mr. Boeth..told me. (4 
0 yes, anſwered Mrs. E/li/on,;;* Mr. Booth, I N 
know, is a very good Friend of mine Indeed, I Ie 
_ ** know you better than to think it could be your own 20 
Suſpicion. I am very much obliged to Mr. Booth of 
truly.“ | „ 77 ͤĩ f 
3 Nay; cries Amelia, the Serjeant himſelf is in 4 
fault; for Mr. Booth, I am poſitive, only repeated c 
What he had from him.?! jel 
= ee e wi Mrs. £/lifew. þ — 
© know how to k uc ows at à proper Diſtance j 
1 Madam, all that 1 | 


for the future—TI will tell yoy dear 


happened. 


happened. When I roſe in the Morning, I found 
© the Fellow waiting in the Entry; and as you 


© had . expreſt ſome Regard for him as your Foſter- 


Brother, nay, he is a very genteel Fellow that LI 


£s muſt own, I ſcolded my Maid for not ſhewing 
© him into my little Back-Room ; and I then aſked 
c him to walk into the Parlour. Could I have ima- 


= gined he would have conſtrued ſuch little Civility 


into an Encouragement ? : | | 
* Nay, I will have Juſtice done to my poor Bro- 
ther too,” ſaid Amelia. I myſelf have ſeen you 
give him much greater Encouragement than that.” 
Well, perhaps I have, ſaid Mrs. Elliſon. I 
© have been always too unguarded in my Speech, and 
© can't anſwer for all I have ſaid.“ She then began to 
change her Note, and with an affected Laugh turned 
all into Ridicule; and ſoon afterwards the two Ladies 
ſeparated, both in apparent good Humour; and Ame- 
lia went about thoſe domeſiic Offices, in which Mr. 
Booth found her engaged at the End of the preceding 


Chapter. 
Containing a very extraordinary Incident, 


FN the Afternoon, Mr. Booth with Amelia and her 
Children went to refreſh themſelves in the Park. 
The Converſation now turned on what paſt in the 
Morning with Mrs. Elliſon, the latter Part of the Dia- 
logue, I mean, recorded in the laſt Chapter. Amelia 
told her Huſband, that Mrs. Elliſau fo ſtrongly denied 
all Intentions to marry the Serjeant, that ſhe had con- 


vinced her the poor Fellow was under an Error, and 


had miſtaken a little too much Levity for ſerious En- 
couragement; and concluded, by deſiring Booth not to 
jeſt with her any more on that Subject. 3 
Booth barſt into a Laugh, at what his Wife ſaid, 
My dear Creature,“ ſaid he, how eaſy is thy Hone(- 
© ty and Simplicity to be impoſed on! how [ttle doſt 
Vol. I. . * | © thou 
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© thou gueſs at the Art and Falſehood of Women! 1 
© knew a young Lady, who againſt her Father's Conſent, 
was married to a Brother Officer of mine. And as 1 


« often uſed to walk with her, (for I knew her Father 


© intimately well) ſhe would of her own, Accord take 


frequent Occaſions to ridicule and vilify her Huſband 


„(for fo he wes at the time) and expreſs great Won- 
der and Indignation at the Report which the allowed 
«© to prevail, that ſhe ſhould condeſcend ever to 
© look at ſuch a Fellow, with any other Deſign than 
© of laughing at, and defpiſing him. The Marriage 
© afterwards became publicly owned, and the Lady 


was reputably brought to Bed. Since which, 1 


© have often ſeen her; nor hath ſhe ever appeared 
c to be in the leaſt aſhamed of what ſhe had formerly 
£ ſaid, though indeed I believe ſhe hates me heartily 
© for having heard it..“ l 

© But for what Reaſon,” cries Amelia, © ſhould ſhe de- 
© ny a Fact, when ſhe muſt be ſo certain of our diſ- 
covering it, and that immediately?“ 15 


I can't anſwer what End ſhe may propoſe,” ſaid. 


Booth. Sometimes one would be almoſt perſuaded 
that there was a-Pleaſure in Lying itſelf. But this I 


© am certain, that I would believe the honeſt Serjeant 


© on, bis bare Word, ſooner than I would fifty Mrs. 

Elli ſons on Oath, I am convinced he would not have 

* ſaid-what he did to me, without the ſtrongeſt Encou- 

_ © ragement ; and, I think, after what we have been 

both Witneſſes to, it requires no great Confidence in 

his Veracity,- to give bim an unlimited Credit with 
regard to the Lady's Behaviour? 

o this Amelia made no Reply; and they diſcourſed 
of other Matters during the Remainder of a very plea- 
fant Walk. | | | bi 
When they returned home, Amelia was ſurprized to 

find an Appearance of Diſorder in her Apartment. Se- 
veral of the Trinkets, which his Lordſhip had given 
the Children, lay about the Room; and a Suit of her 
own Cloaths which ſhe had left in her Drawers, was 
now diſplayed upon the Bed. | X 
She immediately ſummoned her little Girl up Stairs, 


who, 
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who, as ſhe plainly perceived the Moment-ſhe came up 
with a Candle, had half cried her Eyes out: for tho“ 
the Girl had opened the Door to them, as it was al- 
moſt dark, ſhe had not taken any Notice of this Phæ- 
nomenon in her Countenance. : | | 
The Girl now fell down upon her Knees, and cry'd, 
—— For Heaven's ſake, Madam, do not be angry 
© with me. Indeed I was left alone in the Houle ; 
© and hearing ſomebody knock at the Door, I opened 
it; I am ſure thinking no harm. F did'not know but 
dit might have been you, or my Maſter,” or Madam 
* Elliſon; and immediately as I did, the Rogue burſt in 
and ran directly up Stairs, and what he hath robbed 
you of I can't tell; but I am ſure I could not help it: 
„for he was a great ſwinging Man with a Piſtol in 
each Hand; and if I had dared to call out, to be 
_ © ture he would have killed me. I am (ure I was never 
in ſuch a Fright in my born Days, whereof I am 
hardly come to mylelf yet. I believe he is ſome- 
© where:about the. Houſe yet; for I never ſaw him go 
cout.“ , Rn . 
Amelia diſcovered ſome little Alarm at this Narra- 
tive, but much leſs than many other Ladies would have 
ihewn : for a Fright is, I believe, ſome time laid hold 
of as an Opportunity of diſcloſing ſeveral Charms pecu- 
har to that Occaſion, And which, as My. Aid on ſays. 
of certain Virtues, Ts 7:23 3 
- ſhun the Day, aud lie conceslen. 
In the ſmooth Seaſaus, and the Calis of Life. | 
Booth. having opened the Window, $14 jummoned 
in two Chairmen to his Aſſiſtance, proceeded to ſearch 
the Houſe; but all to no purpoſe; the Thief was flown, 
though the poor Girl in her State of Terror had not 
ſeen him eſcape. 5 5 3] | 
But now a Circumſtance appeared which greatly 
ſurprized both Booth and Amelia, indeed I believe it 
will have the ſame Effect on the Reader; and this was, 
that the Thief had taken nothing with him. He had 
indeed tumbled over all Booth and Amella's Cloaths, 
and the Children's Toys, but had left all behind him. 


"An. Amelia: 


— 
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Amelia was ſcarce more pleaſed than aſtoniſhed at 
this Diſcovery, and re-examined the: Girl, aſſuring her 


of an abſolute Pardon, if ſhe confeſſed the Truth, but 


grievouſly threatening her if ſhe was found guilty of 


ay 


* the leaſt Falſhood. * As for a Thief, Child, lays ſhe, 


that is certainly not true; yon have had ſomebody 
with you, to whom you have been ſhewing- the 


things; therefore tell me plainly who it was 


The Girl proteſted in The ſolemneſt Manner that ſhe 
Enew not the Perſon , but as to ſome Circumſtances the 
hegan to vary a little from her firſt Account, particu- 
| hrly as to the Piſtols; concerning which being ftrictly 
examined by Booth ſhe at laſt cried,”*—* To be ſure, Sir, 
de muſt have had Piſtols about him.“ And inſtead 
of perſiſting in his having ruſhed in upen her, ſhe now 
confeſſed, that he had aiked at the Door for her Maſter 
and Miſtreſs; and that at his Deſire ſhe- had ſhewn 
him vp Stairs, where he at firſt ſaid he would ſtay till 
their Return home; but indeed, *cry'd the, © I thought 
no harm; for he looked like a Gentleman like fort of 
Man. And indeed ſo I thought he was for a good 
_ © while, whereof he ſat down and behaved himſelf 

© very civilly, till he ſaw ſome of Maſter's. and Miis's 
Things upon the Cheſt of Drawers; whereof he 


cry'd, heyday ! what's here? and then he fell to 


tumbling about the things like any mad. Then I 
© thinks, thinks I to myfelt to be ſure he's a Highwey- 
man, whereof I did not dare ſpeak to him: for [ 
© knew Madam Eifon and her Maid was gone out, 
© and what cotild ſuch a poor Girl as J do againſt a 
great ſtrong Man ? And beſides, thinks I, to be ſure 
© he hath got Piſtols about him, though I can't indeed, 
© (that I will not do for the World,) take my Bible- 


© Oth that I ſaw any; yet to be ſure he would have 


© ſoon pulled them out, and ſhot me dead, if I had 
© ventured to have ſaid any thing to offend him.” 

| © T know not what to make of this,” cries - Booth. 
The poor Girl I verily believe ſpeaks to the beſt of 


© her Knowledge. A Thief it could not be; for he 


© hath not taken the leaſt thing; and it is plain he had 


© the Girks Watch in his Hand. If it had been a 


HBailiff, 


. 


8 
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Bailiff, ſurely he would have ſtaid till our Return. I 
E can conceive no other from the Girl's Ac 


that it muſt have been ſome Madman. 
O good Sir,” ſaid the Girl, © now you mention it, 


+ jf he was not a Thief, to be ſure he muſt have been 


count, than 


© a Madman; for indeed he looked and behaved him- 


_ © ſelf too, very much like a Madman: For now I re- 
© member it, he talked to himſelf, and ſaid man 
„ ſtrange- kind of Words, that I did not underſtand. 
„Indeed he looked altogether as I have ſeen People in 
„ Bedlam; beſides, if he was not a Madman, what 
© pood could it do him to throw the Things all about 
the Room, in ſuch a Manner? And he ſaid ſome- 
© thing too about my Maſter, juſt before he went down 
Stairs, I was in ſuch a Fright, I can't remember par- 


4 ticularly; but I am ſure they were very ill Words, he 
ie faid that, and 
'© other wicked bad Words too, if I cold hut think of 


„ ſaid he would do for him, J am ſure he 


ien“ 


* 


Upon my word,“ ſaid Booth, * this is the moſt pro- 


„ bable Conjecture; but ill I am puzzled to conceive | 


« who it. ſhould be: For I have no Madman td my 


© Knowledge of my Acquaintance ; and it ſeems,” as the 


« Girl ſays, he aſked for me. He then turned'to the 


Child, and aſked her if ſhe was certain of that Circum- 


„CC fi ett Her 5 8 
3 Maid after a little Heſitation, anſwered. 
Indeed, 


Sir, I cannot be very poſitive; for the Fright + 


© he threw me into afterwards drove every thing almoſt 


out of my Mind.” | 1 
„Well, whatever he was, cries Amelia, I am glad 
the Conſequence is no worſe; but let this be a Warn- 
© ing to you, little Betty, and teach you to take more 
Care for the future, If ever you ſhould be left alone 
in the Houſe again, be ſure to let no Perſons in, with- 
© out firſt looking out at the Window, and ſeeing who 
they are, | promiied not to chide you any more on 
© this Occaſion, and I will keep my Word; but it is 
very plain you deſired: this Perſon to walk up into our 
Apartment, which was very wrong in our Abſence.” 
Betty was going to W - but Amelia — 
* 8 . ot 
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jet her, ſaying, don't attempt to excuſe yourſelf; for 
« I mortally hate a Liar, and can forgive any Fault 
« ſooner than Falſehood.” | | 
The poor Girl then ſubmitted ; and now Amelia 
with her Aſſiſtance began to replace all things in their 
Order; and little Ey hugging her Watch with great 
Fondneſs declared ſhe would never part with it any 

more. | | En 
Thus ended this odd Adventure, not entirely to the 
Satisfaction of Booth: for, beſides his Curioſity, which 
when thoroughly rouſed is a very troublefome. Paſſion, 
he had as is, T believe, uſual with all. Perſons in bis 
Circumſtances, ſeveral Doubts and Apprehenfions of 
he knew not what. Indeed Fear. is never more un- 
eaſy, than when it doth not certainly know its Object: 
for on ſuch Occaſions the Mind is ever employed in 
raiſing a thouſand Bugbears and Fantoms, much more 
-dreadiul than any Realities, and like Children, when 
they tell Tales of Hobgoblins, ſeems induſtrious in terri- 
// Re 


e H A F. M. 
Containing fome Matters not very unnatural. 


M AT TERS were ſcarce ſooner reduced into Or- 
.£V der and Decency, than a violent Knocking was 

heard at the Door, ſuch indeed as would have per- 
ſuaded any one not accuſtomed to the Sound, that the 
Iladman was returned in the higheſt Spring- Tide of 

bis Fury. . „ | 

| lated, however, of ſo diſagreeable an Appearance, 
a very fine Lady preſently came into the Room, no 
other indeed than Mrs. == herſelf ;. for fe was re- 
ſolved to ſhew Amelia by the ſpeedy Return of her Vi- 
fit, how unjuſt all her Accuſation had been of any 
Failure in the Duties of Friendſhip ; ſte had moreover 
another Reaſon to accelerate this Viſit, and that was, 
ts congratulate: her Friend on the Event of the Duel 

between Colonel Bath and Mr. Boa. 


* 


The 


The Lady had fo well profited by. Mrs. Bvoth's Re- 


monſtrance, that ſhe had now no more of that Stiffneſs 


and Formality. which ſhe had worn on a former Occa- 
ſion. On the contrary, ſhe now behaved with the ut- 
moſt. Freedom: and Good- Humour, and made herſelf 
ſo very agreeable, that Amelia was highly pleaſed and 
delighted with her Company. 


An Incident happened during this. Vifit, that may 
appear to ſome too inconſiderable in itſelf to be record- 


ed; and yet, as it certainly produced a very ſtrong 
Conſequence in the Mind of Mr. Booth, we cannot 
prevail on ourſelves to paſs it by. | 


Little Emily, who was. preſent in the Room while- 
Mrs. Fames was there, as ſhe ſtood near that Lady, 


happened te be playing with her Watch, which ſhe was 
ſo greatly overjoyed bad: eſcaped ſafe from the Mad- 
Man. Mrs. 7 


mended as the prettieſt of the Kind ſhe had ever ſeen. 


Anella caught eager hold of this Opportunity to 


ſpread: the Praiſes of her Benefactor. She preſently 


| acquainted Mrs. James with the Donor's Name, and 


ran on with great Encomiums on his Lordſhip's Good- 
neſs, and particularly on his Generoſity. ＋ 
Mrs. James anſwered, O certainly, Madam, his 
© Lotdſhip hath univerſally the Character of being ex- 
© tremely generous — where he likes.” OE 
In uttering theſe Words, ſhe laid a very ſtrong Em- 
phaſis on the three laſt Monoſyllables, accompanying 
them at the fame time with a very ſagacious Look, a 
very ſignificant Leer, and a great Flirt with her Fan. 
I be greateſt Genius the World hath ever produced, 
ebſerves in one of bis moſt excellent Plays, that |, 
| Frites light as Air ty 3 
Are to the Fealous Confir mati aus ſt rung 
At Proof of holy Writ: 55 
That Mr. Booth began to be poſſeſſed by this worſt 
of Fiends admits, I think, no longer doubt; for at 
this Speech of Mrs. Fames, he immediately turned 
pale, and from a high Degregę of Chearfulneſs, was all 


| amet, who expreſt great Fondneſs for 
the Child, deſired to fee the Watch, which ſhe com- 
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on a ſudden ſtruck dumb, ſo that he ſpoke not another 
Word till Mrs. James left the Rom. 15 
The Moment that Lady drove from the Door, Mrs. 
All ſon came up Stairs. e entered the Room with a 
Laugh, and very plentifully rallied both Booth and A. 
melia concerning the Madman, of which ſhe had re- 
ceived a full Account below Stairs; and at laſt aſked 
Amelia, if ſhe could not gueſs who it was, but without 
receiving an Anſwer went on, ſaying, for my own 
© part, I fancy it muſt be ſome Lover of yours; ſome 
« Perſon that hath ſeen you; and” ſo is run mad with 
Love. Indeed, I fhould' not wonder if all Mankind 
were to do the ſame. La! Mr. Booth, what makes 
you grave? why, you are as melancholy as if you 
6 had been robbed'in earneſt. Upon my word, tho' to 
© be ſerious, it is a ſtrange Story ; and as the Girl tells 
„it, I know not what to make of it. Perhaps it might 
© be ſome Rogue that intended to rob the Houſe, and 


c his Heart failed him; yet even that would be very 


'© extraordinary. What, did you loſe nothing, Madam?“ 
Nothing at all,“ anſwered Amelia. He did not 
even take the Child's Watch.“ e 6 
© Well Captain,” cries Mrs. Z!/iſon, © I hope you 
& wil take more Care of the Houſe to-morrow ; for 
© your Lady and I ſhall leave you alone to the Care of 
4 it. Here, Madam, ſaid fhe, here is a Preſent from 
© my Lord to us; here are two Tickets for the Maſ- 
-© querade at Ranelagh: You will be ſo charmed with 
it. It is the ſweeteſt of all Diverſions. ES, 
May I be damned, Madam, cries Booth, * if my 
© Wife ſhall go thither!” © B WY Eos” 
; Mrs, Ellifon ſtared at theſe Words, and indeed ſo did 
© 4r.clia: for they were ſpoke with great Vehemence. 
At length the former cried out with an Air of Aſtoniſn- 

ment, Not let your Lady go to Ranelagh, Sir? 
No, Madam, cries. Booth, © T will not let my Wife 
4:80 to Rane 
© You ſurprize me,” cries Mrs. Elliſon. Sure yon 
2222 OO „„ 

Indeed, Madam,” returned be, © I am ſeriouſly in 

: e | 1 « earneſt, 


As e 


© earneſt. ' And what is more, I am convinced ſhe 
would of her own accord refuſe to go. + he, 
Now, Madam, ſaid Mrs. Elliſon, you are to 
* anſwer for yourſelf ; and I will for your Huſband, 
that if you have a Deſire to go he will not refuſe you.” 
© I hope, Madam, anſwered Amelia with great 
Gravity, I ſhall never deſire to go to any Place con- 
* trary to Mr, Booth's Inclinations. | 
Did ever Mortal hear the like?“ ſaid Mrs. Elliſon, 


© you are enough to ſpoil the beſt Huſband in the Uni- 


. © yerſe. Inclinations! What is a Woman to be govern- 
ed then by her Huſband's Inclinations, tho? they are 
«© never ſo unreaſonable.?? _ : | 
Pardon me, Madam,” ſaid Amelia, I will not 
© ſuppoſe Mr. Booth's Inclinations ever can be unreaſo- 


* nable. I am very much obliged to you for the Offer 


you have made me; but I beg you will not mention 
it any more: for after what Mr. Booth hath declared, 
c if Ranelagh was a Heaven upon Earth, I would re- 
* fuſe to go to it.“  - ä = | 
. © I thank you, my dear,” cries Booth, <I do aſſure 
© you, you Need me beyond my Power of Expreſſion 
£ 4 what you ſay; but I will endeavour to ſhew yon 
both my Senſibility of ſuch Goodneſs, and my laſting 
s Gratitude to it.“ - | 


And pray, Sir', cries Mrs Elliſon, © what can be 
© your Objection to your Lady's going to a Place, 
* which I will venture to oy is as reputable as any a- 
© bout Town, and which is frequented by the beſt Com- 
© pany? | 5 1 

5 . Pardon me, good Mrs. Elliſon,” ſaid Booth. © As 
© my Wife is ſo good to acquieſce without knowing my 
© Reaſons, I am not, I think, obliged to aſſign them to 
any other Perſon. We have no Confeſſors in England.” 
3 Well,” cries Mrs. Elli ſon, © If I had been told this, 
] would not have believed it. What refuſe your Lady 
an innocent Diverſion, and that too when you have 


not the Pretence to (ay it would coſt you a Farthing ?? 


Why will you ſay any more on this Subject, dear 


” Madam ?* cries Amelia. All Drveffions are to me 


Matters of ſuch Indifference, that the bare Inclinations 


6 of 


5 
* 
i 
4 
+} 
4 
+ 
/ 
: 
l ir 
tf} 
F:S 
174 
= 
- 
_ 
j | 
K 
33.2 
9 


. y 
_Y Ks ie a rr CPI . — wn 
— . F 4 e. 
8 2 


ö r 


e L. Book VI. 
© of any one for whom I have the leaſt Value, would 
© at all Times turn the Balance of mine. I am ſure 
then after what Mr. Booth hath ſaid' = : 
My dear, cries he, © taking her up haſtily, I fin- 
« cerely aſk your Pardon, I ſpoke inadvertently and in 

| © a Paſſion —— I never once thought of controuling 
© you — nor ever would. — Nay, I ſaid in the 
© ſame Breath you would not go; and upon my Ho- 
nour I meant nothing more.“ ; 

C dear, faid ſhe, © you have no need of makin 
any Apology. - I-am not in the leaſt offended, — | 
am convinced you will never deny me what I ſhall de- 
C fire.” 
Try him, try him, Madam, ' cries Mrs. Elſon, 
„ will be judged by all the Women in Town, if it is 
© poſſible for a Wife to aſk her Huſband any thing more 
- © reaſonable. You can't conceive: what a ſweet, -charm- 
© ing, elegant, delicious Place it is. -— Paradiſe itſelf 
© can hardly be equal to it.” C 
Il beg you will excuſe me, Madam,” ſaid Amelia, 
d © nay, I entreat you will aſk me no more: for be aſ- 
© fured I muſt and will retuſe — Do let me de ſire you 
© to give the Ticket to poor Mrs: Bemetr. I believe 
© it would greatly oblige ber.“ . | 

Pardon me, Madam, ' ſaid Mrs. Een. If you 
© will not aecept of it, am not fo diſtreſſed for want 
© of Company as to go to ſuch a public Place with all 
c fort of People neither. I am always very glad to ſee 
Mrs. Bennt at my own Houſe ; becauſe I look upon 
© her as a very good ſort of Woman; but I don't chuſe 
to be ſeen with. ſuch People in public Places.” 

Amelia expreſt ſome little Indignation at this laſt 
Speech, which ſhe declared to be entirely beyond her 
Comprehenſion ; and ſoon after Mrs. Elliſon, finding 
all her Efforts to prevail on Amelia were inefleCtual, 
took her Leave, giving Mr. Booth two or three ſrcaſ- 
tical Words, and-a much more ſarcaſtical Look at her 
Departure, | 4 8 
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A Scene, in which ſome Ladies will po/Fbly think 


Amelia's. ondudt exceptionable. 


DOOTH and his Wiſe being left alone, a ſolemn 


Silence prevailed during a few Minutes. At laſt - 


Amelia, who though a good, was yet a human Crea- 
ture, ſaid to her Huſband, Pray, my dear, do inform 


© me, what could put you into ſo great a Paſſion when 


Mrs. Elliſon firſt offered me the Tickets for this Maſ- 
querade? | 


„ had rather you would not aſk me, ſaid Booth, 


© You have obliged me greatly in your ready Acqui- 


< eſcence with my Defire, and you will add greatly to 
© the Obligation by not enquiring the Reaſon of it. 


5 og Th you may depend upon, Amelia, that your Good 
and E 


alone could tempt me to refuſe you any thing, or to 
© conceal any thing from Jp. | ne 

I will appeal to yourſelf,* anſwered ſhe, © whether 
c this be not uſing me too much like a Child, and 


© whether I can poſſibly help being a little offended at 


Cm 47) | Fs E 
Not in the leaſt, replied he. I uſe you only 


© with the Tenderneſs of a Friend. I would only 
© endeavour to conceal that from you, which I think 


© would give you Uneaſineſs if you knew. Theſe are 


* called the pions Frauds of Friendſhip '! 
II deteſt all Fraud, ſays ſhe; © and pious is too good 


c an Epithet to be joined to fo odious a Word. You 
© have often, you know, tried theſe Frauds with no 


© better Effect than to teize and torment me. You 
© cannot imagine, my Dear, but that I muſt have a 


© violent Deſire to know the Reaſon of Words, which, 


©] own, I never expected to have heard. And the 


£ more you have ſhewn a Reluctance to tell me, the 
more eagerly I have longed to know. Nor can this 


appineſs are the great Objects of all my Wiſhes, 
© and the End I propoſe in all my Actions. This View 


© be 


- 
3 1 « : — — K — © —— tn — 128 9 * - . — . 
— RI 9s 90 Gate — 4 oe; — _ 2 — N n * 8 lg yu 2 3 
8 — W 9 7. FS IS — — VS 7 : 2 2 — 
No SE RS. — R 5 * * 2 * — A 8 8 
— ro * les", 4 2 0 ind _ * * — 


E a 
— n 


132 1 ME L IA. Book VI. 


. 
* 


© be called a vain Curioſity ſince I ſeem ſo much inte- 
© reſted in this Affair. If after all this. you ſtill inſiſt 
© on keeping the Secret, I will convince you, I am not 


ignorant of the Duty of a Wife, by my Obedience; 


© but I cannot help telling you at the ſame: Time, you 


will make me one of the moſt miſerable of Women. 


That is,“ cries he, in other Words, my dear 
© Emily, to ſay, I will be contented without the Se- 
©cret; but I am reſolved to know it nevertheleſs.” - 
_ © Nay, if you ſay fo,” cries ſhe, * I am convinced 


© you will tell me — Poſitively, dear Bily, I muſt and 
© will know.“ . : £ 


Why then poſitively,” ſays Booth, © I will tell 
« you. And I think I ſhall then ſhew you, that how- 
© eyer well you may know the Duty of a Wife, I am 


not always able to behave like a Huſband. In a 


© word, then, my dear, the Secret is no more than 


© this; T am unwilling you ſhould receive any more 


© Preſents from my Lord, | | 
Mercy upon me!” cries ſhe, with all the Marks of 


Aſtoniſhment — © what a Maſquerade Ticket'—— 


Lues, my Dear, cries he, that is perhaps the 
very worſt and moſt dangerous of all. Few Men 


- © make Preſents of thoſe Tickets to Ladies, without 


© intending to meet them at the Place. And what do 


we know of your Companion. To be fincere with 


c you, I have not liked her Behaviour for ſome Time. 
© What might be the Conſequence of going with ſuch 


a2 Woman to ſuch a Place, to meet ſuch a Perſon 1 


. 


© tremble to think — And now, my Dear, I have told 


vou my Reaſon. of refuſing her Offer with ſome 
flittle Vehemence, and, I think, I need explain my- 
© felf no farther.* ' V 

© © You need not indeed, Sir, anſwered ſne. Good 


Heavens! did I ever expect to hear this! I can appeal 


© to Heaven, nay, I will appeal to yourſelf, Mr. Booth, 


if T have ever done any thing to deſerve ſuch a Suſ- 
picion. If ever any Action of mine, nay, if ever any 
Thought had ſtained the Innocence of my Soul, 1 
& could be contentedG . ö 
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low cruelly do you miſtake me,” (aid Booth 
what Suſpicion have I ever ſhewn ?' 1 
Can you aſk it, anſwered ſhe, * after what you 
: have juſt now declared ?? 5 a 
II I have declared any Suſpicion of you, replied 
he, or if ever 1 entertained a Thought leading that 
. © way, may the worſt-of Evils that ever afflicted human 


Nature attend me. I know the pure Innocence of 


© that tender. Boſom, I do know it, my lovely. An- 
gel, and adore it. The Snares which might be 
- © Jaid for that Innocence, were alone the Cauſe of my 


Apprehenſion. I feared what a wicked and voluptuous 


.'* Man, reſolved to ſacrifice every thing to the Gratiſi- 
cation of a ſenſual Appetite with the moſt delicious 
Repaſt, might attempt. If ever I injured the unſpot- 
© ted Whiteneſs of thy Virtues in my Imagination, 
- © may Hell al fv; os a [Ee 
Dio not terrify me, cries ſhe interrupting him, 
< with' ſuch Imprecations. O-Mr. Booth, Mr. Booth, 
you muſt well know that a Woman's Virtue is always 
6 — ſufficient· Guard. No Huſband without ſuſpecting 
© that can ſuſpect any Danger from thoſe, Snares you 


o 


mention — And why, if you are liable to take ſuch 
things into your Head, may not your Suſpicions fall 


bon me, as well as on any other l for ſure nothing 
vas ever more unjuſt, I will not ſay ungrateful, than 
: the Suſpicions which you have beſtowed on his Lord- 
flip. 1 do ſolemnly declare, in all the Times. I 
- © have ſeen the poor Man, he hath never once offered 
the leaſt Forwardneſs. His Behaviour hath been po- 
lite indeed, but rather remarkably diſtant than other- 
< wiſe. ;. Particularly when we played at Cards toge- 
© ther. I don't remember he ſpoke ten Words to me 
all the Evening; and when I was at his Houſe; tho” 
© he ſhewed the greateſt Fondneſs imaginable: to the 
Children, he took ſo little Notice of me, that a vain 
Woman would have been very little pleaſed-with him. 
And if he gave them many Preſents, he never offered 
me one. The firſt indeed which he ever offered me 


« was that, which you in that kind manner forced me 


«© to refuſe.” 3 1 
All this may be only the Effect of Art,“ ſaid Boosh. 
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194 A4AMELTA Book XI. 
Jam cenvinced he doth, nay, I am convinced he 
© fnuſt like you; and my good Friend Famer, Wo 
perfectly well knows the World, told me, that his 
© Lordſhip's Character was that of the moſt profuſe in 
© his' Pleaſures with Women ;- nay, what faid Mrs. 
© Fames this very Evening, „ his Lordſhip is extreme- 
<« Iy generous — where he likes.” I ſhall never for- 
get the Sneer with which ſhe ſpoke thoſe laſt Words.“ 
Jam convinced they injure him, eries Amella. 
* As for Mrs. Famet, mne was always given to be 

c cenſorious. I remarked it in her long ago, as her 

c greateſt Fault. And for the Colonel, T believe, he 

may find Faults'enow of this kind in bis own Boſom, 

© without ſearching after them among his Neighbours. 

I em ſure he hath the moſt impudent Look of all the 

Men I know; and T folemnly declare, the very laſt 

time he was here, he put me out of Countenante 
6¹„p! Pr TNT AR ITREWNS 

© Colonel Fames,” anſwered Booth, © may have his 
« Faults very probably. I do not look upon him as a 
© Saint, nor do I believe he defires I ſhould; but what 

© Intereſt could he have in abuſing this Lord's Cha- 
Crater to me: or why ſhould T queſtion his Truth, 
© when he aſſured me that my Lord had never done an 
Act of Beneficence in his Life, but for the Sake of 
© fome Woman whom he luſted after? ' ot 
Then I myſelf can confute him,” replied Amen: 
©for'beſides his Services to you, which for the future 
©T ſhall wiſh to forget, and his Kindneſs to my little 
© Babes, how inconſiſtent is the Character which Fames 
gives of him, with his Lordſhip's Behaviour to his own 
Nephew and Niece, whoſe extreme Fondneſs of their 

© © Unele ſufficiently proclaims his Goodneſs to them: — I 

need not mention all that I have heard from Mrs. 

- © Fllifen, every Word of which I believe: for I have 
©-oreat Reaſon to think, notwithſtanding ſome little 

* Per y, which to give her her due ſhe ſees and con- 
* demns in herſelf, ſhe is a very good Sort of Woman.” 
Well, my dear,“ cries Booth, I may have been 
"© Jeceived, and T heartily hope I am ſo; but in Caſes 
© of this Nature it is always good to be on the ſureſt 
. Side: For as Congreve lays, Is 
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The Wiſe too jealgus are. Fools too ſecure.” 


Here Amelia burſt into Tears, upon which Booth 
immediately caught her in his Arms, and endeavoured 
to comfort her. Paſſion. however for a while ob- 


ſtructed her Speech, and at laſt ſhe cried, — O Mr. 
Booth, can I bear to hear the Word Jealouſy from 

« your Mouth?“ EE 
Why, my Love, ſaid Boath, © will you fo fatally 
„Wilunderttand my Meaning? How often ſhall I pro- 
* teſt that it is not of you, but of him that 1 was jea- 
$-Jous. If you could look into my Breaſt, and there 
read ail the moſt ſecret Thoughts of my Heart, you 
« would not ſee one faint Idea to your Diſhonour.” 


I don't miſunderſtand you, my Dear, ſaid ſhe, - 
< ſo much as I amy afraid yow miſunderſtand yourſelf. 


What is it you fear? ——you. mention. not Force but 
Snares. Is not this to confeſs, at leaſt, that you have 
* ſome Doubt of my Underſtanding? Do you then re- 
© ally imagine me 10 weak as to be cheated of my Vir- 


© tue?. Am I to be deceived into an Affection for a 
Man, before I perceive the leaſt inward Hint of my 
«. Danger? No, Mr. Booth, believe me a Woman 


© muſt be a Fool indeed, who can have in earneſt ſuch 
an Excuſe for her Actions I have not, I think, an 

very high Opinion of my judgment; but ſo far I ſhall 
rely upon it, that no Man breathing could have any 
© ſuch Deſigns as you have apprehended, without my 


immediately ſeeing them; and how I ſhould then act, 


I hope my whole Conduct to you hath ſufficiently de- 
1 clared.“ 1 V 
Well, my dear, cries. Booth, I beg you will 
mention it no more, if poſſible forget it. I hope, 


© nay 1 believe, I have been in the Wrong, pray for- 


41 will, I do forgive you, my dear, ſaid ſhe. If 


Forgiveneſs be a proper Word for one whom you 


4 have rather made miſerable than angry; but let me 
c entreat you to baniſh for ever all ſuch Suſpicions from 
your Mind. I hope Mrs. Elliſon hath not diſcovered the 
s real Cauſe of your Paſſion z but poor Woman, if ſhe 
| © had, I am convinced it would go no farther. Oh 

Et 3 Heavens! 
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13 AMELI A. Book VI. 
Heavens! J would not for the World it ſhould reach 
« his Lordſhip's Ears. You would loſe the beſt Friend 
© that ever Man had. Nay, I would not for his own 
Sake. Poor Man! for I really believe it would af- 
« fect him greatly, and J muſt, I cannot help having 
an Eſteem for ſo much Goodneſs. An Efteem which 
* by this dear Hand, faid ſhe, taking Booth's Hand 
and kiſting it, no Man alive ſhall ever obtain by 
making Love to me.“ ad hg ts 

Booth caught her in his Arms and tenderly embraced 
ber. After which the Reconciliation ſoon became 
complete; and Booth in the Contemplation of his Hap- 
pineſs entirely buried all his jealous Thoughts, 


CHAP. VI. 
A Chapter in which there is much Learning, 


H E next Morning, whilſt: Booth was gone to take 
& his Morning Walk, Amelia went down into 
Mrs. Ellifon's Apartment, where though ſhe was re- 
ceived with great Civility, yet ſhe found that — oat 
not at all pleaſed with Mr. Booth; end by ſome Hints 
which dropt from her in Converſation, Amelia very 
greatly apprehended that Mrs. Elliſon had too much 
Suſpicion. of her Huſband's real Uneaſineſs. For that 
Lady declared very openly, ſhe could not help per- 
ceiving what ſort of Man Mr. Booth was ; © and though 
I have the greateſt Regard for you, Madam, in the 
© World,” ſaid ſhe, * yet I think myſelf in Honour o- 
bliged not to impoſe on his Lordſhip, who, I know 
very well, hath conceived his greateſt Liking to the 
Captain, on my telling him that he was the beſt Huſ- 
© band in the World. ert oh 5p + 
Amelia's Fears gave her much Diſturbance, and when 
her Huſband returned, ſhe acquainted him with them; 
upon which Occaſion, as it was natural, ſhe reſumed a 
little the Topic of their former Diſcourſe, nor could ſhe 
help caſting, tho in very gentle Terms, ſome ſlight 
Blame on Booth, for having entertained a Suſpicion, 
which the (aid, might in its Conſequence very 'poſſibly 
{ ious Fr - 3 5 prove 


” 


CN... „ Ip: 
prove their Ruin, and occaſion the Loſs of his Lord- 
ſhip's Friendſhip. Ft Eat 
Booth became highly affected with what his Wiſe 
ſaid, and the more as he had juſt received a Note from 
Col. Fames, informing him that the Colonel had heard 
of a vacant Company in the Regiment which Booth had 
mentioned to him, and that he had been with his 
Lordſhip about it, who had promiſed to uſe his utmoſt 
Intereſt to obtain him the Command ¼ñ 
The pdor Man now expreſt the utmoſt Concern for 
his Yeſterday's Behaviour, ſaid, he believed the De- 
© vil had taken Poſſeſſion of him, and concluded with- 
cas out, * ſure IL. was born, my deareſt Creature, to 
be your Torment.“ | 5 
Amelia no ſooner ſaw her Huſband's Diſtreſs, than 
ſhe inſtantly forbore whatever might ſeem likely to 
aggravate it, and applied herſelf with all her Power to 
comfort him. If you will give me leave to offer 0 
Advice, my deareſt Soul, ſaid ſhe, I think a 
might yet be remedied. I think you know me too 
15 well, to ſuſpect that the Deſire of Diverſion: ſhould 
induce me to mention, what I am now going to 
: SOS And in that Confidence, I will aſk you to 
(let me accept my Lord's and Mrs. Elli ſon's Offer, 
and go to the Maſquerade. No matter how little 
c while I ſtay there: if you deſire it, I will not be an 
Hour from you. I can make a hundred Excuſes to 
come home, or tell a real Truth, and ſay I am tired 
with the Place. The bare going will cure every 
4. Thing RO LI Ls Jo Pot fo a 
Amelia had no ſooner done ſpeaking, than Booth 
immediately approved her Advice, and readily gave 
his Conſent. He could not however help ſaying, . 
that the ſhorter her Stay was there, the more agree- 
able it would be to him: For you know, my dear,” 
ſaid he; I would never willingly be a Moment out of 
your Sight.“ | 7 1 5 
Im the Afternoon Amelia ſent to invite Mrs. Eliſen 
to a Diſh of Tea; and Booth undertook to laugh off all 
that had paſt Yeſterday, in which Attempt, the abun- 
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dant good Humonr of that Lady gave him great Hopes 
of Succeſs. | £1 „ 
Mrs. Bennet came that Afternoon to make a Viſit, 
and was almoſt an Hour with Boorh and Amelia, before 
the Entry of Mrs. Eliſon. e a th 
Mr. Booth had hitherto rather diſliked this young 
Lady, and had wondered at the Pleaſure which Amelia 
declared ſhe took in her Company. This Afternoon, 
however, he changed his Opinion, and liked her. almoſt 
as much as his Wi had done. She did indeed behave 
at this Time with more than ordinary Gaiety; and 
Good-humour gave a Glow to her Countenance that ſet 
off her Features, which were very pretty, to the beſt 
ACTI. and leſſened the Deadneſs that had uſually 
appeared in her Complexion,” 84 „ 
But if Booth was now pleaſed with Mrs. Bennet, 


Amelia was ſtill more pleaſed with her than ever. For 
when their Diſcourſe turned on Love, Amelia diſco» 


vered that her new Friend had all the ſame Sentiments 
on that Subject with herſelf. In the Courſe. of their 
Converſation, Booth gave Mrs. Bennet a Hint of wiſh-- 
ing ber a good Huſband, upon which both the Ladies 
declaimed againſt ſecond Marriages, with equal Vehe-- 
mence. 1 83 f . 4 70 _ 
Upon this Occaſion, Booth and his Wife diſcovered ' 
a Talent in their Viſitant, to which they had been be- 
fore entirely Strangers, and for which they both greatly 
admired her; and this was that the Lady was a: good 
Scholar, in which indeed ſhe had the Advantage of 
poor Amelia, whoſe Reading was confined to Engliſh- 
Plays, and Poetry; beſides which, I think, ſhe had 
converſed only with the Divinity of the great and 
learned Dr. een and with the Hiſtories of the ex- 
cellent Biſhop Burnet, almoſt the only Eugliſb Hiſtorian 
that is likely to be known to Poſterity, by whom he 
will be moſt certainly ranked amongſt the greateſt 
Writers of Antiquity. - 43 : 
Amelia kg herſelf on the Subject of ſecond 
Marriages with much Eloquence and great good Senſe ;/ | 
but when Mrs. Bennet came to give her Opinion, ſhe; 
ſpoke in the following Manner, I ſhall not enter _ 
| c 


— 
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© the Queſtion concerning the Legality of Bigamy. 
Our = certainly ow it, and 0, I think, doth 
© our Religion, We are now debating only on the 
© Pecency of it, and in this Light, I own myſelf as 
« ſtrenuous an Advocate againſt it, as any Roman Ma- 
© tron would have been in thoſe Ages of the Common- 
c wealth, when it was held to be-infamous. For my 
c own part, how. great a Paradox ſoever my Opinion 
© may ſeem, I ſolemnly declare, I ſee but little Diffe- 
© rence between having two Huſbands at one time, and 
cat ſeveral times; and of this I am very confident, 
that the ſame Degree of Love for a firſt Huſband, 
c which preſerves a Woman in the one Caſe, will pre- 
. © ſerve her in the other. There is one Argument, 
© which I ſcarce know how to deliver before you, Sir; 
c but — if a Woman hath lived with her firſt Huſband 
without having Children, I think it unpardonable in 
cher to carry Barrenneſs into a ſecond Family. On the 
© contrary, if ſhe hath Children by her firſt Huſband, 
© to give them a ſecond Father is ſtill more unpar- 
„ © ne HE | | 
But ſuppoſe, Madam,“ cries Booth, interrupting 
her, with a Smile, © ſhe ſhould have had Children b 
© her firſt Huſband, and have loſt them.” Hh 
„That is a Caſe,* anſwered ſhe, with a Sigh, 
c which I did not deſire to think of, and, I muſt own 
c it, the moſt favourable Light in which a ſecond Mar- 
© Triage can be ſeen. | But the Scriptures, as Petrarch 


© obſerves, rather ſuffer them than commend them; 


© and St. Ferom ſpeaks againſt them with the utmoſt _ 

„ Bitterneſs.” I remember,” cries Booth, (who was 

© willing either to ſhew his Learning, or to draw out 
< the Lady's,) a very wiſe Law of Charondas the fa- 

© mous Lawgiver of Tharium, by which Men, who 

married a ſecond time, were removed from all pub- 

© lic Councils: for it was ſcarce reaſonable to ſuppoſe; 


( that he who was ſo great a Fool in his own Family, 


© ſhould be wiſe in public Affairs. And tho' ſecond 
© Marriages were permitted among the Romans, yet 
c they were at the ſame time diſcouraged ; and thoſe 
© Roman Widows who refuſed them, were held in high 

5; 1 8 Eſteem, 
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Eſteem, and honoured with what Valerius Maximus 
© calls the Corona Pudicitiæ. In the noble Family of 
* Camilli, there was not, in many Ages, a ſingle In- 
« ſtance of this, which Martial calls Adultery.” - 
. .— Que roties nubit, non nubit, Adulter a Lege eſs. 
True, Sir, ſays Mrs. Bennet, and Virgil calls this 
© a Violation of Chaſtity, and makes Dido ſpeak of it 
with the utmoſt Deteftation. © © 1-7 
Sed mihi vel Tellus optem prius ima dehi ſcat 
Vel Pater onmipotens adigat me Fulmine ad umbras, 
Pallentes umbras Erebi, nottemque profundam, 
Ame, puador, quam te viol, aut tua Jura reſolvo. 
Ille meos, primum qui me ſibi junxit, amore | 
Ille habeat ſemper ſecum, ſervetque Sepulchro. 
She repeated theſe Lines with fo ſtrong an Emphaſis, 
that ſhe almoſt frightned Amelia out of her. Wits, and 
not a little ſtaggered Booth, who was himſelf no con- 
temptible Scholar — He expreſſed great Admiration of 
the Lady's Learning ; upon which ſhe ſaid it was all the 
Fortune given her by her Father, and all the Dowry- 
left her by her Huſband ; © and ſometimes,” faid ſhe, 
© I am inclined to think I enjoy, more Pleaſure from it, 
than if they had beſtowed on me what the World 
©would' in general call more valuable.“ She then tox 
Oecafion from the Surprize which Booth had affected 
to conceive at her repeating Latin with ſo good & 
©. Grace, to comment on that great Abſurdity, (for ſo ſhe 
termed it,) of excluding- Women from Learning ; for 
which they were equally qualified” with the Men, and 
in which ſo many had made ſo notable a Proficiency: 
for a Proof of which, ſhe mentioned Madam Dacier 


and many others. | 
I bo' both Booth and Amelia outwardly concurred with 
her. Sentiments, it may be a Queſtion whether they 
* did not aſſent rather out of Complaiſance, than from 
their real Judgment. * 87 
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Ch. 8. ALMELIHS 141 
| CHAP. VIII. 

Containing ſome unaccountable Behaviour in 
I. Mrs. Elliſon. | 
M RS. Elliſon made her Entrance at the End of 

1 the preceding Diſcourſe. * At her firſt Appear- 
ance ſhe put on an unuſual Degree of Formality and + 
Reſerve ; but when Amelia had acquainted her that ſhe 


deſigned to accept the Favour intended her, ſhe ſoon 
began to alter the Gravity of her Muſcles, and preſent- 


ly fell in with that Ridicule which Besth thought pro- 
per to throw on his Yeſterday's Behaviour. 
The Converſation now became very lively and plea- 
ſant, in which Booth having mentioned. the Diſcourſe 
that paſſed in the laſt Chapter, and having greatly com- 
limented Mrs. Bennet's Speech on that Occaſion, - 
Mrs. Elliſen who was as- ſtrenuous an Advocate on the 
other Side, began to rally that Lady extremely, de- 
claring it was a certain Sign ſhe intended to marry a- 
in ſoon. Married Ladies, cries ſhe, © I believe, 
« ſometimes think themſelves in earneſt in ſuch De- 
c clarations, tho' they are oftener perhaps meant as 
<« Compliments to their © Huſbands ; but when Widows 
« exclaim loudly againſt ſecond Marriages, I would al- 
© ways lay a Wager, that the. Man, if not. the Wed- 
c ding-day, is abſolutely Hired. on.. 3 
Mrs. Bennet made very little Anſwer to this Sarcaſm. 
Indeed ſhe had ſcarce opened her Lips from the Time 
of Mrs. Elliſon's coming into the Room, and had 
grown particularly grave at the Mention, of the Maſ- 
querade. Amelia imputed this to her being left out of 
the Party, a Matter which is often no ſmall Mortifica- 
tion to human Pride, and in a Whiſper alked Mrs. Elli- 
ſon if ſhe could not procure a third Ticket; to which 


- 


ſhe received an abſolute Negative. 


During the whole Time of Mrs. Bennet's Stay, . „ 
which was above an Hour afterwards, ſhe remained 
4 13 i perfectly 
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perfectly ſilent, and looked extremely melancholy. This 
made Amelia very uneaſy, as ſhe concluded ſhe had 
gueſt the Cauſe of her Vexation. In which Opinion 
ihe was the more confirmed from certain Looks. of no 
very pleaſant Kind, which Mrs. Bennet now and then caſt 
on. Mrs. Elliſon, and the more than ordinary Con- 
cern that appeared in the former Lady's Countenance, 
whenever the Maſquerade was mentioned, and which 

unfortunately. was the principal Topie of their Di- 
courſe: For Mrs. Elliſon gave a very elaborate De- 
ſcription of the extreme Beauty of the Place, and Ele- 
gance of the Diverſion, _ Y | 

When Mrs. Bennet was departed, Amelia could not 
help again ſolliciting Mrs. Elliſon for another Ticket, 

_ declaring ſhe was certain Mrs: Bennet had a great In- 
clination- to go with them; but Mrs. E1//ſon again ex- 
cuſed herſelf from aſking it of bis Lordſhip. © &-Beſides,, 
Madam, ſays the, if J would go thither with Mrs. 
Bennet, which I own to you, I don't chuſe, as the is 
© a Perſon whom no Body knows, IL very much doubt 
4. whether ſhe herſelf would like it: For ſhe is a Wo- 
<. man of a very unaccountable Turn. All her Delight 
lies in Books; and as for public Diverſions, I have 
<heard her oſten deelare her Abhorrence of them.“ 
What then, ſaid Amelia, could occaſion: all that 
Gravity from the Moment the Maſquerade was men- 
«tioned 2? This d N ; . . 

As to that, anſwered the other, * there is no ꝑueſ- 
ſing. You have ſeen her altogether as grave before 
<-now. She hath had thefe Fits of Gravity at times 
c ever ſince the Death of her Huſband, _..- _- 

Poor Creature! cries - Amelia. I heartily pity 

her: For ſhe-muſt certainly ſuffer -a great; deal. on 

« theſe Occafions. I declare I have taken a. firange 
:... x INE ET ITY 

© Perhaps you would not like her ſo well, if you 
„ knew her thoroughly,” anſwered Mrs. Ellifon. * She 

« is upon the whole hut of a whimſical Temper ; and, 
$ if you will take my Opinion, you ſheuld not cultivate 
too much Intimacy with her. I know you will never 

18 5 mention 
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mention what I fay ; but ſhe is like ſome Pictures 
© which pleaſe beſt at a Diſtance.” r 
Amelia did not ſeem to agree with theſe Sentiments, 
and ſhe greatly importuned Mrs. Elliſon to be more ex- 
 Plicit ; but to no purpoſe; ſhe continued to give only 
dark Hints to Mrs. Bennet s Diſadvantage z and, if 
ever ſhe let drop ſomething a little too harſh, ſhe failed 
not immediately to contradict herſelf, by throwing ſorhe 
1 Commendations into the other Scale; ſo that 
her Conduct appeared utterly unaccountable to Ameliux, 
And upon the whole, ſhe knew not whether to con- 
clude Mrs. Elliſon to be a Friend or Enemy to Mrs. 


enner. : 3 | 
During this latter Converſation BoozH was not in the 
Room: For he had been ſummoned down ſtairs by 
the Serjeant, who came to him with News from Mur- 
phy whom he had met that Evening, and who had 
aſſured the Serjeant, that if he was deſirous of recover- 
ing the Debt, and which he had before pretended to 
have on Booth, he might ſhortly have an Gpperbmity * 
for that there was to be a very ſtrong Petition to the 
Board, the next Time they ſat. Murphy ſaid further, 
that he need not fear m_ his Money: For that to 
his certain Knowledge the Captain had ſeveral Things 
of great Value, and even his Children had Gold- 
Watches. E LOT r £3 
This greatly alarmed Booth, and ſtill more, when 


the Serjeant reported to him from Murphy, that all 


theſe Things had been ſeen in his Poſſeſſion within a 
Day laſt paſt. He now plainly perceived, as he thought, 
that Murphy himſelf, or one of his Emiſſaries, Find | 

been the ſuppoſed Madman; and he now very well 

accounted to himſelf in his 'own Mind, for all that 

| had happened, conceiving that the Deſign was to- exa- 

mine into the State of. his Effects, and to try whether 

it was worth his Creditors while to plunder him by Law. 
At his Return to his Apartment, he communicated 

what he had heard to Amelia and Mrs. Elliſin, not 

diſguiſing his Apprehenſions of the Enemy's Intentions : » 

but Mrs.-E/ſou endeavoured to laugh him out =_ his 
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Fears, calling him faint-hearted, and aſſuring him he 
might depend on her Lawyer. -— © Till you hear 
.* from him,” ſaid ſhe, © you may reſt entirely content- 
ed: For take my Word for it, no Danger can hap- 
pen to you, of which you will not be timely ap- 
_ © prized by him, And as for the Fellow that had the 
© Impudence to come into your Room, if he was ſent 
on ſuch an Errand as you mention, I heartily wiſh I 
© had been at home; I would have ſecured him ſafe 
with a Conſtable, and have carried him directly be- 
fore Juſtice Threſber. I know the Juſtice is an Ene- 
© my to Bailiffs on his own Account. | 
This heartening Speech a little rouſed the Courage 
of Booth, and ſomewhat. comforted ' Amelia, though 
the Spirits of both had been too much hurried, to ſuffer 
them either to give or receive much Entertainment that 
Evening; which Mrs. E!liſon perceiving ſoon took her 
Leave, and left this unhappy Couple to ſeek Relief 
from Sleep, that powerful Friend to the Diſtreſſed, 
though like other powerful Friends, he is not always 
ready to give his Aſſiſtance to thoſe who want it moſt. 
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CHAP IX. 


Containing @ very ſirange Incident. 


HE N the Huſband and Wife were alone, 
| they again talked over the News which the 
Serjeant had brought; on which Occaſion, Amelia 
did all ſhe could to conceal her own fears, and to 
quiet thoſe of her Huſband. At laſt ſhe turned the 
Converſation to another Subject, and poor Mrs. 
Bennet was brought on the Carpet. I ſhould be 
ſorry, cries Amelia, to find I had conceived an 
Affection for a bad Woman; and yet I begin to fear 
« Mrs. Elliſon knows ſomething of her more than ſhe 
© cares to diſcover ; why elſe ſhould ſhe be unwilling 
© to be ſeen with her in Public? beſides, I have ob- 
« ſerved that Mrs. Elliſon hath been always back- 
< ward to introduce. her to me, nor would ever bring 
her to my Apartment, though I have often deſi- 
© red her. Nay, ſhe hath given me frequent Hints 
not to cultivate the Acquaintance. What do you 
© think, my dear ?—T ſhould be very ſorry to con- 
c tract an Intimacy with a wicked Perſon.” | 
* Nay, my dear, cries Booth, © I know no more of 
her, nor indeed hardly ſo much as yourſelf. But 
© this I think, that if Mrs. Elliſon knows any Reaſon 
* why ſhe ſhould not have introduced Mrs. Bennet into 
© your Company, ſhe was very much in the wrong 
< in introducing her into it.“ | 
In Diſcourſes of this kind they paſt the Remain- 
dler of the Evening. In the Morning Booth roſe ear- 
Ivy, and going down Stairs received from little Betty 


a ſealed Note, which contained the following 
"Words: | | z 
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Beware, beware, beware, | i 
For I apprehend a dreadful Snare. » 1 
I laid for virtuous Innocence, | i 
Under a Friend's falſe Preteace. 
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Booth immediately enquired of the Girl who + 
brought this Note, and was told it came by a Chair- 
man, who having delivered it departed without ſay- 
E 5 Word. | 
He was extremely ſtaggered at what he read, and 


\ preſently referred the Advice to the ſame Affair on 


which he had received thoſe Hints from A4tkinſor 
the preceding Evening; but when he came to con- 
ſider the Words more maturely, he could not fo 
well reconcile the two laſt Lines of this poetical 
Epiſtle, if it may be ſo called, with any Danger 


Which the Law gave him Reaſon to apprehend. 


Mr. Murphy and his Gang could not well be ſaid to 
attack either his Innocence or Virtue ; nor did they 
attack him under any Colour or Pretence of Friend- 


hip. . | 


After much Deliberation on this Matter, a very 


_ ſtrange Suſpicion came into his Head; and this 


Was, that he was betrayed by Mrs. E///on. He had 
for ſome time conceived no very high Opinion of 


that good Gentlewoman, and he now began to ſuſ- 
pect that ſhe was bribed to betray him. By this 
Meuns he thought he could beſt account for the 


" ſtrange Appearance of the ſuppoſed Madman. And 


when this Conceit once had Birth in his Mind, ſe- 


veral Circumſtances nouriſhed and improved it. A- 


mong theſe were her jocoſe Behaviour and Raillery 


on that Occaſion, and her Attempt *to ridicule his 


Fears from the Meſſage which the Serjeant had 
brought him. 85 | 


This Suſpicion was indeed prepoſterous, and not 


at all warranted by, or even conſiſtent with the Cha- 
racter and whole Behaviour of Mrs. E//iſon; but it 
was the only one which at that Time ſuggeſted itſelf 
to his Mind; and however blameable it might be, 


it was certainly not unnatural in him to entertain it: 


for ſo great a Torment is Anxiety to the human 
Mind, that we always endeavour to relieve ourſelves 


from it, by Gueſſes however doubtful or uncertain ; 


* 


on 
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on all which Occaſions Diſlike and Hatred are the 


ſureſt Guides to lead our Suſpicion to its Object. 


When Amelia roſe to Breakfaſt, Booth produced 


the Note which he had received, ſaying, my Dear, 


you have ſo often blamed me for keeping Secrets 


from you, and I have ſo often indeedendeavoured to 
© conceal Secrets of this Kind from you with ſuch ill 


© Succeſs that, I think, I ſhall never more attempt 


© it.” Amelia read the Letter haftily, and ſeemed not 
a little diſcompoſcd; then turning to Booth with a ve- 
ry diſconſolate Countenance, ſhe ſaid, © ſure Fortune 
takes a Delight in terrifying us! what can be the 
Meaning of this ?*—Then fixing her Eyes atten- 
tively on the Paper, ſhe peruſed it for ſome time, 


till Booth cried — How is it poſſible, my Emily, you 


can read ſuch Stuff patiently ! The Verſes are cer- 
© tainly as bad as ever were written.“ I was trying, 
' © my Dear, anſwered ſhe, * to recolle& the Hand; 
for I will take my Oath, I have ſeen it before, 
© and that very lately and ſuddenly ſhe cried out 


with great Emotion, I remember it perfectly now — 


* It is Mrs. Bennet's Hand. Mrs. E!liſen ſhewed 
me a- Letter from her but a Day or two ago. It 
js a very remarkable Hand, and I am poſitive it 


-. 6 38 her 's.* 


If it be her's, cries Booth, what can ſhe poſ- 
« fibly mean by the latter Part of her Caution? Sure 
„Mrs. Elliſon hath no Intention to betray us.“ 

* I know not what ſhe means, anſwered Amelia, 
but I am reſolved to know immediately; for I 


nam certain of the Hand. By the greateſt Luck in 


the World, ſhe told me Yeſterday where her 
© Lodgings were, when ſhe preſſed me exceedingly 
to come and ſee her. She lives but a very few 


« Doors from us, and I will go to her this Moment.“ 


Booth made not the leaſt Objection to his Wife's 


Deſign. His Curioſity was indeed as great as her's, ' 


and ſo was his lmpatience to ſatisfy it, tho' he men- 

tioned not this his Impatience to Amelia; and per- 

haps it had been well for him if he had. . 
53 G3 Amelia 
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Amelia therefore preſently equipped herſelf in her 
walking Dreſs, and leaving her Children to the Care 
of her Huſband, made all poſſible Haſte to Mrs. 
Bennet's Lodgings. | | 
Amelia waited near five Minutes at Mrs. Bennet's 
Door, before any one came to open it; at length a 
Maid-Servant appeared, who being afked if Mrs. 
Bennet was at home, anſwered with ſome Confuſion 
in her Countenance, that ſhe did not know; but, Ma- 
dam, ſaid fhe, if you will ſend up your Name; 
I will go and ſee.“ Amelia then told her Name, 
and the Wench, after ſtaying a conſiderable Time, 
returned and acquainted her that Mrs. Bennet wag 
at home. She was then uſhered into a Parlour, 
and told that the Lady would wait on her pre- 
ſently. ') WE | 
In this Parlour, Amelia cooled her Heels, as the 
Phraſe is, near a Quarter of an Hour. She ſeemed 
indeed at this Time, in the miſerable Situation of 
one of thoſe poor Wretches, who make their Morn- 
ing Viſits to the Great, to ſollicit Favours, or per- 
haps to ſollicit the Payment of a Debt: for both 
are alike treated as Beggars, and the latter ſome- 
times conſidered as the more troubleſome Beggars of 
the two.: DO Be 
During her Stay here, Amelia obſerved the Houſe 
to be in great Confuſion z a great Buſtle was heard 
above Stairs, and the Maid ran up and down ſeveral 
Times in a great Hurry. 
At length Mrs. Bennet herſelf came in. She was 
greatly diſordered in her Looks, and had, as the 
Women call it, huddled on her Cloaths in much 
Haſte; for in truth, ſne was in Bed when Amelia 
firſt came. Of this Fact ſhe informed her, as the 
only Apology ſne could make for having cauſed her 
to wait ſo long for her Compan x. 
Amelia very readily accepted her Apology, but 
aſked her with a Smile, if theſe early Hours were 
uſual with her. Mrs. Bennet turned as red as Scar- 
let at the Que ſtion, and anſwered, * no ** 
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Madam. I am, for the moſt part, a very early 
Riſer; but I happened accidentally to fit up very 
late laſt Night. I am ſure I had little Expecta- 
tion of your intending me ſuch'a Favour th s 
Morning.” | 185 
Aclia looking very ſtedfaſtly at her, ſaid. Is 
it poſſible, Madam, you ſhould think ſuch a Note 
© as this would raiſe no Curioity in me? She then 
gave her the Note, aſking her if ſhe did not know 
the Hand. | | 
Mrs. Bennet appeared in the utmoſt Surprize and 
Confuſion at this Inſtant. Indeed if Amelia had 
conceived but the ſlighteſt Suſpicion before, the Be- 
haviour of the Lady would have been a ſufficient 
Confirmation to her of the Truth. She waited not 
therefore for an Anſwer, which indeed the other 
ſeemed in no haſte to give; but conjured her in the 
moſt earneſt Manner, to explain to her the Meaning 
of ſo extraordinary an Act of Friendſhip : © For 
© ſo,” ſaid ſhe, * I efteem it; being convinced you 
* muſt have ſufficient Reaſon for the Warning you 
have given me.” | | | 
Mrs. Bennet after ſome Heſitation, anſwered, <1 
need not, I believe, tell you how much I am ſur- 
; 22 at what you have ſhewn me, and the chief 
© Reaſon of my Surprize is; how you came to diſ- 
cover my Hand. Sure, Madam, you have not 
* ſhewn it to Mrs. E1/i/on.” "> | 
Amelia declared the had not; but deſired ſhe 
would queſtion her no farther. © What ſignifies how 
l difcovered it, ſince your Hand it certainly is? 
I oven it is,' cries Mrs. Bennet, recovering her 
Spirits, © and ſince you have not ſhewn it to that 
Woman, I am ſatisfied. I begin to gueſs now 
* whence you might have your Information; but 
* no matter, I with I had never done any thing 
of which I ought to be more aſhamed. — No one 
* can, I think, juſtly accuſe me of a Crime on 
* that account ; and I thank Heaven, my Shame 
„will never be directed by the falſe Opinion of 
e | O 3 '* the 
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* the World. — Perhaps it was wrong to ſhew my 
Letter; but when J conſider ail Circumſlances, 
I can forgive it.” | WE 
Since you have gueſſed the Truth,” ſaid Ame, 
© I am not obliged to deny it. She indeed ſhewed 
me your Letter; but I am ſure you have not the 
.© leaſt Reaſon to be aſhamed of it. On the contrary, 
© your Behaviour on ſo melancholy an Occaſion was 
highly Praiſe-worthy; and your bearing up under 
© {uch Afflictions, as the Loſs of a Huſband in ſo 
* dreadful a Situation, was truly great and heroical. 
* So Mrs, Elliſon then hath ſhewn you my Let- 

ter? cries Mrs. Bennet eagerly. 5 
Why, did not you gueſs it yourſelf?” anſwered 
Amelia, otherwiſe I am ſure J have betrayed my 
Honour in mentioning it. J hope you have not 
© drawn me inadvertent into any Breach of my Pro- 
* miſe. Did you not aſſert, and that with an abſo- 
late Certainty, that you knew ſhe had ſhewn me 
« your Letter, and that you was not angry with her 
for ſo doing? 5 7 
© I am ſo confuſed,” replied Mrs. Bennet, that I 


* ſcarce know what I ſay ; yes, yes, I remember I 1 


did ſay ſo——I wiſh I had no greater Reaſon to 
be angry with her than that. „„ 
For Heaven's ſake,” cries Amelia, do not de- 
« lay my Requeſt any longer? What you ſay now 
greatly increaſes my Curiofity ; and my Mind 


© will be on the Rack till you diſcover your whole 


Meaning: for I am more and more convinced, 
t © that ſomething of the utmoſt Importance was the 
Purport of your Meſſage.” | 

Of the utmoſt Importance indeed, cries Mrs. 
Bennet, at leaſt you will own my Apprehenſions 
* were ſufficiently well founded — O gracious Hea- 
ven, how happy ſhall I think myſelf, if I ſhould 
© have proved your Preſervation ! I will indeed ex- 
plain my Meaning; but in order to diſcloſe all my 
Fears in their juſt Colours,” I muſt RR 
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© whole Hiſtory to you. Can you have Patience, 
Madam, to liften to the Story of the moſt unfor- 
* tunate of Women ?” 

Amelia aſſured her of the higheſt Attention; and 
Mrs. Bennet ſoon after began to relate what is writ- 
ten in the Seventh Book of this Hiſtory. 


De End of the Second Volume. 
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